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Lookin’ fo’ de Dock in de Bay…
The Great Cruz Bay waterfront is ready for the installation of its new dock with an encircling floating boom to 

protect the environment of the nearby luxury waterfront homes and the resort’s swimming beach.
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By tom oat
St. John Tradewinds

CRUZ BaY — The 2015 St. John July 4 Festival 
almost ended with a bang — in the form of a $50,000 
fireworks display that lit up Cruz Bay — but instead 
the revelry ended with more of the petty late night 
violence that had erupted sporadically throughout the 
week outside the otherwise well-controlled festival 
grounds on Cruz Bay Creek.

One young St. John man was reported the victim 
of a viscous knife attack outside the festival village 
after the fireworks show on the festival’s final “of-
ficial” night Saturday, July 4, which may have cost 
him one of his kidneys. Another man suffered what 
appeared to have a self-inflicted gunshot wound in a 
confrontation in the center of town which was not re-
ported by law enforcement officials.

The shooting incident, which witnesses said oc-
curred on the sidewalk in front of the Cruz Bay and 
involved a single gunshot following a scuffle between 
two men, according to one eyewitness.

“I saw dese two guys scufflin’ right in fron’ de 
church and one guy all in dahk clothes look like he 
was reaching for a gun when it went off and ’e shot 
heself,” the eyewitness told St. John Tradewinds. 

“The other guy just ran away.”
“De shot went off an’ everybody start runnin’,” 

he said. “The other guy ran right by me towards de 
dock.”

There was no report of any shooting from V.I. Po-
lice Department.

another Violent Knife attack
A block away, on-lookers outside the festival vil-

lage were shocked when a violent knife attack on an 
unidentified young St. Johnian man left him stagger-
ing through the street near the Ubaldina Simonds U.S. 
Post Office in blood-soaked clothing, according to a 
St. Johnian witness — who was critical of the emer-
gency response to an incident 100 yards from the is-
land’s EMT station. 

“When they stopped him and opened his shirt 
there was blood all over the place,” the eyewitness 
recounted. “But the officers all just picked him up and 
ran down the street carrying him to the EMTs.”

“They should have kept him on the ground putting 
pressure on the wounds until the EMTs got there,” 
opined the witness. “He could have bled out and 
died.”

The young man reportedly was stabbed multiple 
times and lost a kidney as a result of his injuries.
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OLMC Sets Grand Bazaar, Funfest, BBQ 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church is having a “Grand 

Bazaar BBQ and Family Funfest” on July 18 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. There will be music and games for children. There also will 
be a “Special Sale” of furniture, clothing tools, books and much 
more. Admission is free. Food and drinks will be on sale.

Chef Shaun Brian Sells of Oceans 362 at Gallows Point Cruz 
Bay is planning a July 16 six-course dinner with cocktail pairings 
to benefit the Family Resource Center and raise awareness and 
funds for victims of crime on St. John.   

For the past three years FRC has been extending services to St. 
John and relies on community support. Tickets for the event are 
$115 per person with a $35 optional cocktail pairing.  To make a 
reservation for the fundraiser and learn about how you can help the 
Family Resource Center call Ocean 362 today at 340-776-0001.

Ocean 362 Six-Course Dinner Fundraiser 
Supports Family Resource Center

Veterans Affairs Opened Second Friday
The Office of Veterans Affairs began conducting office hours 

on the island of St. John on the second Friday of every month. Op-
erating hours for the St. John office will be 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at the Battery in Cruz Bay. 

Minor Mayhem Ends July 4 Festival
Gifft Hill School will remain open for business all summer, 

with the exception of July 4th.  Daily office hours will be from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  Summer campus enhancements will occur, so please 
take note of signs designating any changes to school entrances. 
Summer programming will be taking place on each campus with 
varying hours of operation.  Call 340-776-1730 for information.

GHS Has Daily Summer Office Hours

The Coral Bay Community Council (CBCC) is hosting a work-
shop to listen to experts and vendors about rainwater cistern stor-
age and drinking water systems on Tuesday, July 21, from 8:30 to 
10 a.m.  

The session scheduled for Skinny Leg’s will be a discussion of 
UV purification and filters for drinking water quality, gutters, roof 
paint, cleaning cisterns, etc. 

A check list of issues is available at Connections and Keep Me 
Posted to review in advance.  If you have a particular problem, you 
can also schedule an on-site visit for advice. If you are a vendor 
and want to present, call the CBCC at 776-2099.

CBCC Rainwater Cistern Storage 
Workshop Set for Tuesday, July 21

The Coral Bay Community Council (CBCC) is hosting a work-
shop to listen to experts and vendors about on-site wastewater 
treatment systems and septic tanks at Skinny Leg’s on Wednesday, 
July 22 from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.

The workshop will feature experts and vendors discussing 
choices of wastewater (sewage) treatment systems, upgrading or 
replacing septic tank systems, managing your drainfield  and main-
taining these systems to avoid smells, and other issues.  New ideas 
will be discussed. For more details, call the CBCC at 776-2099.

On-site Wastewater Workshop July 22

New England Youth Theater Presents Weekend 
Performances in Powell Park, at Gifft Hill School 

St. John Tradewinds
Gifft Hill School, in partnership with New 

England Youth Theatre, is presenting three perfor-
mances of The Blind King & The Sleeping Queen, 
written by Stephen Stearns and Peter Amidon.

The first performance, Friday, July 17, at 2 
p.m.is a FREE public performance in Franklin 
Powell Park across from the ferry dock.

The evening performances are Friday, July 17 
, at 7 p.m. at GHS Upper Campus for a suggested 

donation of $5.
The final performance is Saturday July 18 at 7 

p.m at GHS Upper Campus for a suggested dona-
tion of $5.

(Please be advised that construction is taking 
place at the Upper Campus, so follow signs to the 
temporary entrance on the left side of the build-
ing.)

The play directors are Stephen Stearns and 
Doran Hamm.  



St. John Tradewinds
st. John — By the fall of 2016, St. John, 

the only major U.S. or British Virgin Island 
without a marina, will have one.

And there will be plenty of room for megay-
achts.

So says MegaYacht News, “The Trusted 
Source of Information on Megayachts, Build-
ers, Desgners, and Owners” in a June 10 by-
lined article by writer Diane M. Byrne.

The marina is part of a development called 
the Yacht Club at Summer’s End. It’s located on 
Coral Bay, on the eastern end of St. John. In the 
planning stages for the past several years, it’s 
now proceeding, with all amenities scheduled 
to become available at once.

The Yacht Club at Summer’s End will in-
clude 145 slips, about 50 of which will be for 
mega-yachts to 200 feet (67 meters). The ma-

rina will be spread over two areas, the North 
Club and the South Club. The latter is where 
megayachts will dock. The North Club will 
accommodate a variety of smaller boats, both 
power and sail, ranging from charter boats to 

sportfishing yachts.
So far, according to Chaliese Summers, 

managing member of The Summer’s End 
Group, which is the developer, interest has been 

By tom oat
St. John Tradewinds

st. John — The federal Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACE) has opened a second official 45-day public comment 
period on an amended application for the 145-slip, mega-
yacht marina in Coral Harbor that doesn’t include the 75-
buoy mooring field in Coral Bay that was included in the 
controversial original plan.

The developers of the project appear buoyed by their 
progress in the federal approval process and the initial re-
sponse from the federal agency – despite the withdrawal of 
a federal Fish and Wildlife Service grant to the V.I. Depart-
ment of Planning and Natural Resources which was to have 
been used to install a neighboring mooring field.

The ad hoc Save Coral Bay group formed to fight the 
proposed marina, the first and largest of two marina projects 
proposed for Coral Harbor, has a different interpretation of 
the most recent ACE pronouncement and announcement and 
pledges to continue their effort. (Related stories on Pg. 5)

There also was some contradiction between the ACE 
notice and the Coral Bay advocacy group as to whether par-
ties who had commented in the first comment period could 
or should comment a second time in the new comment pe-
riod.

no “substantial” adverse impact
But the federal permitting agency clearly stated its “ini-

tial determination” on the marina permit application in its 
notice of the new comment period that seemed to pave the 
way for its ultimate approval.

“The decision whether to issue a permit will be based 
on an evaluation of the probable impact including cumula-
tive impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest,” 
the ACE notice continued.  “That decision will reflect the 
national concern for both protection and utilization of im-
portant resources.”

“The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to ac-
crue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reason-

ably foreseeable detriments,” the notice foreshadowed.
 “Based on the available information, the Corps initial 

determination is that the proposed action would not have a 
substantial adverse impact on EFH (Essential Fish Habitat) 
or Federally-managed fisheries in the Caribbean Sea,” the 
official ACE legal notice reads. 

“According to information provided by the applicant, the 
proposed project has the potential to impact approximately 
eight acres of marine bottom, including seagrass colonized 
areas, which may be utilized by various life stages of some 
of the federally managed species within the U.S. Caribbe-
an,” the ACE report acknowledged.

“not likely to adversely affect
“The Corps has preliminarily determined that the pro-

posed project may affect but is not likely to adversely affect 
the above referenced Federally listed sea turtles (in water), 
lobed star coral, elkhorn coral, and designated critical habi-
tat for acroporid corals,” the report continued.

“Our final determination relative to project impacts and 
the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and 
coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service, 
Habitat Conservation Division,” the brief ACE electronic 
notice acknowledged. 

The withdrawn federal grant designated for the mooring 
project had been awarded to the V.I. Department of Plan-
ning and Natural Resources (DPNR) by FWS in 2013 to 
improve marine services in the territory.  DPNR officials 
had earmarked the funds for SEG’s cleanup of abandoned 
vessels in Coral Harbor and creation of a new mooring field 
to accommodate the vessels currently anchored in the area 
of Coral Harbor that would be covered by the proposed ma-
rina.

The federal grant to DPNR subsequently was rescinded 
by FWS in the face of strong public opposition to the overall 
Summer’s End mega-yacht marina project.

ACE had issued a Public Notice for the project in early 
January of this year “with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(FWS) acting as lead agency in the federal environmental 
compliance review, coordination and consultation proce-
dures for the project,” according to the ACE notice. 

marina Plan is Unchanged
With the subsequent withdrawal of the related FWS 

grant intended to be used to relocate the existing moorings 
in Coral Harbor as part of an overall plan for Coral Bay, the 
developers have remained focused on the mega-yacht ma-
rina, according to the spokesperson for the developers. 

“That was something that was proposed… it was to ad-
dress the mooring issues,” SEG principal Chaliese Summers 
told St. John Tradewinds.  “The 75 moorings are not part of 
the application.”

The St. John Coastal Zone Management committee ap-
proved the marina plan and the mooring field plan in Oc-
tober 2014 after a controversial August public hearing, but 
Summers said the moorings were never officially part of the 
federal permit application so there is no change in the per-
mit application itself.

“We actually applied in April 2014,” Summers said of 
the ACE process for the marina.  “We’ve been in the process 
for the entire time. We’re really not affected by the grant.” 

“In cooperation with USACE, we have adjusted our 
application to include the upland portion of the St. John 
Marina thus triggering a new applications,” the developer 
explained.  “We will continue to work with USACE and 
other federal agencies toward our development of the most 
environmentally considerate marina destination now and 
for generations to come.”

“This issuance of the public notice this week is very 
good news and takes us one step closer to bringing the 
much needed 90+ jobs to St. John along with economic op-
portunities which enable generational St. Johnian families 
with quality employment right here at home on their land, 
continuing their heritage while restoring the community of 
Coral Bay,” Summers said.
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So far, according to Chaliese Summers, managing member 
of The Summer’s End Group, which is the developer, 
interest has been strong. Despite no advertising or publicity 
campaigns, she says her office has fielded inquiries for 
50 slips. She ascribes it especially to megayacht owners, 
captains, and charter yachts, as well as local officials, being 
“extremely frustrated” over “no friendly access” to St. John. 

Continued on Page 19

Federal Officials Open New Public Comment Period on Mega-Yacht Marina

MegaYacht News Reports Fall 2016 opening 
of 145-slip the Yacht Club at summer’s End

Continued on Page 19
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Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years
Virgin Islands 
Athletes 
in Toronto

Members of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands contingent 
wave their V.I. flags as 
they follow their team 
banner in the opening 
ceremonies at the 2015 
Pan American Games 
in the Rogers Centre 
in Toronto, Canada, on 
Friday, June 10.

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photo by Athneil J. Thomas, VIOC

w w w.Sk innyLegs .com
“Be here even when you are there”

Coral Bay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands
340-779-4982     

   Follow us on facebook

Judge François Weighs DNA Collection Request 
in Malfetti Murder and Pre-trial Release of Blash 

By JUdi shimEl
St. John Tradewinds

st. thomas  — While pros-
ecutors urged Superior Court Judge 
Denise François not to release ac-
cused murderer Mekel Wayne 
Blash from custody pending trial, 
the court also was asked by inves-
tigators to order Blash to provide a 
DNA sample which could connect 
him to the crime scene. 

Blash is accused in the January 
2014 stabbing death of New Jersey 
internet entrepreneur James Mal-
fetti who had moved to St. John to 
indulge his love for water sports.  
Malfetti was found dead of knife 
wounds in his south shore apart-
ment in January. 

Judge François said the only 
reason for the Friday, July 10, hear-
ing was to take testimony from the 
lead V.I. Police Department detec-
tive in the case, Mark Thomas. 

Det. Thomas testified concern-
ing Judge Francois’ pending deci-
sion on whether Blash should be 
allowed to go free pending trial.  
The defendant has been in custody 
in the Criminal Justice Complex 
on $500,000 bail since his arrest 
on April 17.

The detective told Judge Fran-
cois that in the course of the cur-
rent investigation he heard from 
witnesses saying they received 
threats from a Blash associate re-
lated to a prior case. 

“Based on what the witness 

told us, we believed there was a 
violent threat,” Thomas told the 
court.

But defense attorney Public 
Defender Julie Smith Todman not-
ed the threats did not come from 
the defendant.  

Smith Todman also argued 
against a motion to compel Blash 
to submit DNA evidence made by 
Assistant Attorney General Jeffrey 
Webb.

Webb told the court Blash re-
fused to submit to DNA testing 
when taken to the Roy L. Sch-
neider Hospital as part of the evi-
dence collection process. 

“He was not going to allow the 
government to take the DNA with-
out his attorney present,” Webb 

said.
Smith Todman admitted she 

was not available at the time but 
added she received no notice from 
the Justice Department of the re-
quested test.  Neither did the Office 
of the Territorial Public Defender 
where she works, she said. 

“My client invoked his right 
to counsel, the attorney said. “He 
wanted to make sure the process 
was properly done. You cannot 
hold that against him.” 

But Webb pressed further, cit-
ing a number of U.S. Supreme 
Court rulings that said an attorney 
did not need to be present when 
DNA evidence was collected. He 
added that he felt he knew why 
Blash was avoiding the test.

If the test were conducted it 
would provide tangible evidence 
that Blash was in the apartment 
on St. John where Malfetti’s body 
was found.

Francois said she would take 
the arguments under consideration 
and indicated she is still consider-
ing whether to set bail conditions 
that would allow Blash’s release 
until he appears at trial.

Blash is charged with first de-
gree murder, assault, grand larce-
ny, burglary and use of a weapon 
in the commission of a violent 
crime.  The attorney for Malfetti’s 
family has publically questioned 
any court ordered release of the 
accused murderer.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

Mekel Blash
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Save Coral Bay Has Different Perspective 
on Mega-Yacht Marina Approval Process

Happy Hour 
Daily 3 to 5pm

all Wines $5/Glass 
& Food Specials

Casual italian Dining anD CoCktails
at WharfsiDe Village 

oVerlooking Cruz Bay harBor

340- 777-6273
reservations Not required

By tom oat
St. John Tradewinds

CoRal BaY  — The opposition to the proposed 
Coral Bay mega-yacht marina has a very different in-
terpretation of the latest federal action on the project’s 
permit application and where it leaves the developers 
in the approval process for the controversial project. 

But they remain steadfastly opposed nonetheless.
“The Summers End Group has been forced to re-

submit their Army Corps permit application because 
the previous application has been determined to be 
incomplete,” Save Coral Bay announced on its inter-
net site, more than somewhat in contradiction to the 
developer’s claims the permitting process was pro-
ceeding unchanged. (See related story.)

Save Coral Bay, the grassroots community effort 
organized in 2014 in opposition to the proposed ma-
rina, has attracted worldwide support in raising more 
than $98,717 of an elevated target of $150,000 from 
890 people in nine months since the marina received 
controversial V.I. government approval, according to 
a recent posting on the organization’s internet site. 
Save Coral Bay has not provided a complete public 
accounting of the funds to date.

The ad hoc group has marshaled legal warriors 
who have volunteered to challenge the initial ma-
rina application. The community group is organiz-
ing a public response to the next round of the fed-
eral permitting process— encouraging supporters to 
voice their continued opposition during the newly-
announced second federal permitting process and 
comment period.

agreeing in disagreement
The organization’s official statement on the status 

of the permitting process set the stage for continued 
opposition.

 “In March the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service re-
scinded the grant that had been given to SEG,” the 
anti-marina group proclaimed on its web site. “As a 
result, the Army Corps then became the lead agency 
and they reviewed the application, requested a new 

submission from SEG, and will publish a new Public 
Notice. At that time we will most likely need to resub-
mit our comment letters.” 

The statements from the two sides did seem to co-
incide in agreeing that the marina plan resubmitted by 
SEG for the required federal public notice period did 
not include a mooring field.

“What did SEG change in their ‘new’ applica-
tion?” the anti-mega-yacht-marina activists asked 
rhetorically on their internet site. 

“Virtually nothing, except they totally removed 
the 75 position mooring field,” the Save Coral Bay 
site answered itself.

“It’s still the same environmentally destructive 
mega marina on 1,333 steel pilings, covering 28 acres 
of Coral Bay,” the activists posted. “So when the time 
comes we will need to find the comment letters we 
sent in January and resubmit them. Instructions to fol-
low... ”

 “Full story”
In what the site refers to as the “Full Story,” the 

opposition to the SEG project touted its progress and 
foreshadowed future plans: 

“In January and February when we submitted 
thousands of letters in opposition to the Summers 
End Group mega marina plans. You remember that 
five federal agencies voiced strong objections to the 
SEG plans. And in March the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) rescinded the federal grant that had 
previously been awarded to SEG.”

“Last year, when SEG filed their Army Corps per-
mit application, the FWS was still on the record as 
having awarded a funding grant to SEG,” the advo-
cacy site explained. “According to federal regulations 
FWS, as a funding agency, thereby became the ‘lead 
agency’ in the NEPA (National Environmental Policy 
Act) review of the Army Corps permit.”

“However, when FWS pulled the plug on the grant 
in March, they lost that lead agency status and the 
project came back to the Army Corps of Engineers as 

By tom oat
St. John Tradewinds

st. John  — If The Sum-
mer’s End Group marina develop-
ers get the federal approvals they 
are seeking to construct the mega-
tacht marina, they plan to remove 
the derelict vessels in Coral Bay to 
satisfy part of their required “com-
pensatory mitigation plan to offset 
unavoidable functional loss to the 
aquatic environment.” 

 “The applicant has offered 
the following compensatory miti-
gation plan to offset unavoidable 

functional loss to the aquatic envi-
ronment: To mitigate for impacts 
that cannot be avoided, red man-
groves will be planted amid the 
riprap along the entire waterfront, 
watershed management will be 
undertaken both on site and in the 
surrounding watershed to improve 
runoff water quality, informational 
buoys will be placed to warn boat-
ers of shallow reefs and seagrass 
beds, and an intensive cleanup of 
the bay removing derelict vessels 
from the seafloor that are impact-
ing seagrass will be undertaken.”

“Compensatory mitigation”
The Coral Bay Community 

Foundation received a federal 
grant in 2014 and has sought bids 
for the removal of the score of 
boats that have foundered in the 
shallow, silted inner harbor man-
groves.  

Unable to field an acceptable 
bid in a first attempt, the CBCC 
recently announced it would again 
seek bids from contractors to begin 
removing some of the hulks in the 
shallows and along the mangrove 
on the inner shore of the harbor.

Marina Developer Would Get Credit 
For Removing Derelict Coral Bay Vessels

Continued on Page 18



By tom oat
St. John Tradewinds

st. thomas — Senate 
President Neville James, act-
ing as Lieutenant Governor with 
Osbert Potter out of the territory 
on official business, refused to 
sign an Executive Order enabling 
same-sex marriages on Thursday, 
July 9, while acknowledging Gov. 
Kenneth E. Mapp was intention-
ally putting him in the middle of 
a debate in which he already had 
announced his opposition.

“This afternoon Governor 
Kenneth E. Mapp signed an Ex-
ecutive Order on Marriage Equal-
ity, and forwarded the Executive 
Order to Acting Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Senator Neville James, for 
him to attest or witness the Gov-
ernor’s signature pursuant to sec-
tion 11 of the Revised Organic 
Act of the Virgin Islands,” Gov-
ernment House announced in a 
press release earlier inthe week.

In the absence of Lieutenant 
Governor Osbert E. Potter, the 

Senate President is next in the 
line of succession. 

Earlier in the week Sen. James 
had made it clear in a St. Thomas 
Daily News article that he sup-
ported same-sex unions but dis-
agreed with same-sex marriage

After Gov. Mapp had an-
nounced he would be signing the 
executive order, Lt. Gov. Osbert 
Potter left the territory on previ-
ously scheduled official business, 
according to published reports. 

Government House an-

nounced it had “been advised 
by Acting Lieutenant Governor 
Neville James that he needs an 
opportunity to be advised on his 
duties as Acting Lt. Governor be-
fore attesting to the Governor’s 
signature 

“I will not be signing the ex-
ecutive order,” Sen. Potter told re-
porter Judi Shimel in a interview 
Thursday night, July 9.  “I think 
they new that all along and tried 
to put me on the spot. 

The Senate President told 

Shimel he had spoken with a num-
ber of his colleagues as well as 
political advisors and that “we’ve 
had a good laugh about it.” 

“I want to compliment the 
governor,” the Senate President 
said with a major dose of irony.  
“It was unquestionably a brilliant, 
tactical move on the part of the 
governor.”

“Unfortunately for the gover-
nor, I grew up playing chess and 
checkers, too,” Sen. James told 
Shimel.
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V.i. senate President James 
launches st. John land, 
heritage and Property 

tax task Force
St. John Tradewinds

st. CRoiX  — V.I. Senate President Neville James and Leg-
islature Secretary Sen. Myron Jackson are in the final stages of 
establishing a plenary council of Senators, Government officials 
and representatives from the National Park Service to discuss, 
analyze and make recommendations to the Lt. Governor’s office 
for future property tax valuations, Sen. James announced said 
Tuesday, April 7.

 “The St. John Land, Heritage and Property Tax Task Force” 
whose duty will be to provide recommendations and a framework 
for coming up with assessments and real property valuations on 
the island of St. John, will be appointed by the Senate himself. 

The names of the appointees will be announced by the end of 
the week, Sen. James said.

“Our objective is to get everybody back on the same page as it 
relates to comfortably paying property taxes,” Sen. James said in 
a prepared statement.  “We have a situation on St. John where the 
December 2013 property tax bill is still in dispute; 505 property 
owners on St. John filed for an informal appeal on their valuation 
at the end of last year, and so in an effort to resolve this, property 
tax bills that were scheduled to go out at the end of 2014 had to be 
pushed back to early 2015.”

“We’re losing time and money every time we send an indi-
vidual out to reassess these properties and the people of St. John 
are losing their patience.” Senator James said.

In his statement Sen. James made reference to a recent case in 
V.I. Superior Court where St. John residents demanded that a tem-
porary restraining order be issued against the local government to 
stop it from collecting 2013 property taxes.

“The taskforce we are establishing is in no way meant to du-
plicate the services of the Board of Tax Review,” the senator clari-
fied. “The people of St. John believe the current methodology used 
to create the valuation models are flawed because they’re based 
on the sale prices of pricy vacation villas that surround them.”

“I am inclined to agree with that position, my hope is that this 
taskforce will develop a fair and accurate model that everybody 
can live with,” concluded Senator James.

Sen. President James Won’t Sign Gov. Mapp’s “Gay Marriage” Act for Lt. Gov.



By tom oat
St. John Tradewinds

st. thomas — After a 
flurry of agrandizing government 
intervention in June, the six-inch 
thick concrete roadbed precari-
ously spanning the chasm above 
Rendezvous Bay apparently will 
face a sixth rainy season of runoff 
worsening the menace to drivers to 
and from the south shore residen-
tial area.

Senator Justin Harrigan, Sr. 
thanked Commissioner Designee 
of the Department of Public Works 
Gustav James for his help with the 
closure of the damaged portion of 
Fish Bay Road, St. John during 
the hearing for the Committee on 
Housing, Public Works, and Waste 
Management in early July.

Residents would like to thank 
DPW Commissioner-designee 
James for his help with the repair 
of the extremely treacherous sec-
tion of dead-end road is the only 
access to south shore neighbor-
hoods of Rendezvous Bay and 
Fish Bay.

When and if it happens.
DPW emergency measures in-

cluding signage have sought to ad-
dress residents’ concerns about the 
potential for a traffic accident on 
the busy residential road where it 

is reduced to one lane to keep traf-
fic off the undermined outer sec-
tion.

wistful wishing for Repairs
Residents of the island’s south 

shore neighborhoods still are hop-
ing wistfully for the announcement 
of an emergency repair project to 
stop the entire outside lane of the 
concrete road bed from falling on 
the infamous “Orange Ball” house 
overlooking other luxury vaca-
tion rental homes on the hillside 
above Rendezvous Bay and Ditl-
eff Point.

The erosion has steadily un-
dermined the two-lane roadbed 
during heavy rains since the house 
was built and the size of the under-
mined area has steadily increased 
to several car lengths. 

“Thank you for making it eas-
ier for me by keeping your word.” 
Sen. Harrigan said to James.  “You 
are a man of honor and I enjoyed 
working with you.”

Sen. Harrigan along with his 
staff and St. John administrator 
Camille Parris had traveled to the 
site on June 9 to survey the dam-
aged road after receiving calls 
from residents expressing their 
concerns over the road condition.

After assessing the damaged 
roads, Sen. Harrigan requested that 

Commissioner-designee James 
have barriers put in place to pre-
vent further damage to the weaker 
portion of the road and the preven-
tative measures were quickly put 
in place.

“Please help.”
“Visitors and islanders alike 

are now driving their vehicles over 
the bad piece of road, it is only 
a matter of time before the road 
breaks,” a resident wrote St. John 
Tradewinds in June, before Sen. 
Harrigan’s visit.

“The other problem has been 
that cars coming toward town bar-
rel around the blind corner and side 
swipe the cars going out towards 
Ditleff/Rendezvous and Fish Bay,” 
the writer continued. “When there 
is a really bad accident will some-
thing finally be done?”

“We have been living with this 
road condition for five years!!,” 
The resident wrote.  “Please 
help.”

Aside from thanking the com-
missioner for his help, Sen. Harri-
gan also said in a press release that 
he inquired into the slated purpose 
of the money allocated for the fer-
ry boat funds as well as possible 
solutions in regards to the issue 
of crypts blocking the entrance to 
other crypts in our cemeteries. 
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berOpen 7 Nights a Weekopen 6  days  .  c losed sundays
693.7755 or  w w w.latapast john.com

Creating unforgettable vacations since 1996 

toll free: 1-888-693-7676
tel: 340-693-7676  fax: 340-693-8923

www.islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

Rendezview — This 4 bed, 3 1/2 bath 
beachfront villa is a perfect for newlyweds, 
families, small groups & is a 5 minute drive 
to Cruz Bay. Just below the villa is a short 
path to Hart Bay beach which is excellent for 
beachcombing & snorkeling. This fabulous 
villa offers a combination sophistication and 
romantic charm.
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crane

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.

P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356

Commendation for Erection of Barricades, 
But Fish Bay Road Still Threatens Drivers 

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Danger Lurks Below! There are still plenty of warning signs, but no sign of any repairs 
to the treacherous section of heavily-traveled road.



By JUdi shimEl
St. John Tradewinds

st. John — The recent de-
cision by the U.S. Supreme Court 
over the right of same sex couples 
to legally marry has produced an 
array of reactions from St. John 
wedding planners and other pro-
fessionals working in that lucra-
tive tourism niche market. 

Some of those who preside 
over wedding ceremonies say they 
have already performed nuptuals 
for same sex couples on St. John. 
Others say they never sought out 
that segment of the wedding mar-
ket but expect it to become a per-
centage of their annual business. 

And one wedding planner says 
she is currently busy putting to-
gether a destination wedding for 
a female couple, one of whom is 
from the Virgin Islands. 

A June 26 Supreme Court de-
cision declared same sex couples 
had the right to be married and that 
marriages that took place in U.S. 
states which allowed them had to 
be recognized in states and territo-
ries nationwide.

“That’s a legal question that 
the court may be called upon to 
rule on, but what I can tell you is 
that the Superior Court is required 
to follow the decisions of the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court,” Judge 
Michael Dunston said.

V.i. legal 
Definition at Odds

Current V.I. statutes in define 
marriage as a union that can only 
be entered into by a couple made 
up of one man and one woman. 
But legal precedence for changes 
to the law was established a few 

weeks ago by the V.I. Supreme 
Court when they ruled in the case 
of a St. Croix couple— two wom-
en— who were married in Canada 
and are raising the biological chil-
dren of one spouse. 

The lower court denied the pe-
titon to adopt filed by the same sex 
spouse, but the high court rejected 
that decision and sent the ruling 
back to the lower court for further 
adjudication.

Change for some in the Vir-
gin Islands is arriving too slowly. 
Complaints appeared on social 
media after June 26 from those 
who said local courts were not yet 
performing civil wedding ceremo-
nies. 

But St. Thomas resident An-
nette Hill-Bowring hopes change 
will proceed with sufficient speed 
for her sister Deborah to marry in 
the territory on July 28.

Deborah Hill, born and raised 
St. Thomas, married her female 
partner in Georgia a few weeks 
ago. 

“They got married a couple of 
weeks ago, but they wanted to do 
the reception and the civil union 
here,” Annette said.

Plans were proceeding. Wed-
ding planner Leslie Dawson from 
Perfect Weddings on St. Thomas 
was hired to put the special day 
together. All of this after Annette 
and her sister realized the Supreme 
Court decision affected U.S. ter-
ritories like the Virgin Islands, as 
well as the 50 states. When her sis-
ter realizied she could get married 
at home, Hill-Bowring said, she 
started to cry.

Dawson was more matter-of-

fact about her first same sex cli-
ent. 

Couples “all the same”
“It’s all the same,” she said. 
One partner in the couple wants 

to spend freely, the other is more 
hesitant. Most of the traditional 
couples she plans for behave the 
same way.

As for the possibility of ar-
ranging a same sex destination 
wedding for St. John, Dawson said 
it’s possible but again, it would be 
up to the couple.

Mary Bartolucci from Island 
Weddings in Paradise said she has 
been marrying same sex couples 
on St. John for a while. If anyone 
comes to her and wants to get mar-
ried, she said she felt they should 
be married. 

However, she added, the Su-
preme Court ruling would make 
the nuptuals more substantive than 
symbolic.

Katherine Steinborn from Ka-
tiLady said the same sex market 
would be a new addition to her 
wedding planning business, adding 
that she never sought clients from 
that sector because they could not 
legally marry.

“It’s not a market I went after,” 
she said.

Steinborn added she doubts 
there will be a surge in requests 
for same sex destination weddings 
because there are other places in 
the U.S. that have accommodated 
same sex couples in the past. 

“Once St. John allows it, I ex-
pect to see it happen more often,” 
she said. “I don’t see it being less 
popular than other wedding desti-
nations.”
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The coupon covers 
auTo services of:

20% OFF




Caravan auto 
ServiCeS

(340)779-4800
The repair shop (340)779-4803

Brake service•	
shocks & struts•	
suspension•	
Water pumps•	
Transmission •	
flush

alternators/•	
starters
radiators•	
fuel induction •	
service
coolant service•	

Coupon must be present at time of purchase and only 
redeemable at The Repair Shop. Coupon does not apply to 
special order parts—only for stock parts. It is also not valid 
in conjunction with other specials and is on installation 
parts only. Coupon does not include shop supplies or 
disposal fees. Tires excluded.  expires  06/30/2015.

$20 OFF
alignmenTs

www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
www.katilady.com

340-693-8500

Wedding Consulting
Travel Coordination
Accommodations

KatiLady - since 1997

POISONING EMERGENCY? 

Expert, confidential advice from the health professionals  
at the Florida/USVI Poison Information Center. 

Same Sex Weddings Already Popular 
As Territory Prepares for Legal Changes

SJSA Campers To Perform “Rainbow Sea” on July 24
St. John Tradewinds

St. John School of the Arts will present The 
Rainbow Sea performance on Friday, July 24 at 
5:30 p.m.  

The summer campers have been working so 
hard on singing, dancing, acting and coming to-

gether to perform a beautifully written musical 
created, directed and produced by Andrea Green.  

This program is fully funded by ASCAP Foun-
dation and Elixir Nepenthe, Inc.  We are grateful 
to Peter Strauss who was instrumental in getting 
this program sponsored. Hope to see you there!

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Next Letter Deadline: Thursday, July 16th
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Canines, Cats & Critters
Our new location is 2.5 miles out of  Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

boarding        grooming        fish
tel: 693-7780  l  email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com

full Veterinary serVices
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St. John Tradewinds 
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tradewinds.vi  

or call 340-776-6496

Chef	  NATHAN	  GOULD	  

	  
	  

	   	   	  

FIVE	  COURSES	  PAIRED	  WITH	  
LIBATIONS	  &	  WINE	  BY Jason	  
Howard	  &	  Josh	  Rossiter	  $90	  
PER	  PERSON	  &	  WITH	  N/A	  
PAIRINGS	  $70	  PER	  PERSON	  
RESERVATIONS	  REQUIRED	  
SPACE	  IS	  LIMITED	  THIS	  
EVENT	  WILL	  SELL	  OUT	  
QUICKLY!	  

Photo	  credit	  @bluerockdesign	   	   	  

November	  25,	  2014	  6:30PM	  
Gallows Point Resort (above lobby) Cruz Bay, St. John, VI	  	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

tel:340-‐776-‐0001	  |	  email:info@ocean362.com	  	  
www.ocean362.com	  |	  362	  gallows	  point	  rd	  

	  

POP	  UP	  SUPPER	  CLUB	  FEATURING	  THE	  ISLANDS	  
FRESHEST	  LOCAL	  &	  WILD	  OFFERINGS	  

Live music
 Tuesday: Jazz with Broheem 

Saturday: Eddie Bruce

“Dine with Sunset Views on St. John”

Lounge Opens 5:30 pm

Dinner Starts 5:30 pm

Closed Sundays

Reservations Appreciated

Full Bar

Resort Casual Dress

Credit Cards Accepted

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Summer Slam Success 
Developed as a partnership between Freshwater Church and V.I. Parks and 

Recreation Department, the second annual Summer Slam basketball clinic was 
conducted June 29 through July 2. 

The free basketball camp took place daily at Pine Peace basketball court. About 50 
local children and teens participated and were divided into teams named beautiful for 
St. John beaches. 

The participants practiced and drilled with their volunteer coaches from Michigan, 
New York City, Texas, Arizona and Tennessee. Their hard work was culminated with a 
playoff game on July 2 and 65 medals were awarded at the event. 

First place ribbons also went to the winning teams Cruz Bay and Hawksnest. Cruz 
Bay won for the children’s age group and Hawksnest won for the teen division. A free 
hotdog lunch was enjoyed by all after a fun week of Summer Slam basketball. 



By JUdi shimEl
St. John Tradewinds

CRUZ BaY — Relatives of a popular St. John 
reggae artist says he has a long road ahead to recovery 
as they shared with St. John Tradewinds the extent of 
health challenges facing Phillip “Grasshopper” Pick-
ering and the progess he is making.

Pickering, leader of the reggae legacy band Inner 
Visions, is currently in a Puerto Rico rehabilitation 
center, receiving therapy for the effects of a stroke he 
suffered in March. Pickering is a highly-regarded mu-
sician and community activist who helped bring the 
sounds of St. John roots music to reggae fans across 
the territory and along the U.S. college circuit. 

His mother, Irma Pickering, says weeks of medi-
cal treatment and therapy have allowed Grasshopper 
to move better and enjoy an occasional game of Dom-
inoes. But there are more steps to be taken towards a 
full recovery, she said.

The Inner Visions bandleader was rushed to the 
Scheider Regional Medical Center March 29 after 
suffering a medical crisis. He was transported to the 
Intensive Care Unit at the Veteran’s Administration 
Hospital in Puerto Rico April 5. 

Family members including his mother have taken 
turns visiting by his bedside, overseeing his recovery 
since then.

heart surgery ahead
Further improvements are expected after surgery 

for a heart condition, his mother said.
Members of the St. John community and fellow 

artists from the music scene have actively supported 
the family in their effort to get Pickering back on his 
feet. Fundraisers and block parties have been orga-
nized. 

A Go Fund Me page, launched March 30 garnered 
support from 718 people who raised $15,775. The St. 
John Revolving Fund generated funds that helped pro-
vide medical transport from the V.I. to Puerto Rico. 

Irma Pickering has patiently handwritten thank 
you notes to those who have lent their support.

“We, the family of Pillip “Grasshopper” Picker-
ing are very grateful to you, our community for your 
continued support. In his time of need, youve reached 
out to us with financial donations, calls, encouraging 
cards, flowers and prayers. As the prayers go up, the 

blessings will come down to Grasshopper. God is our 
shield and refuge. He will give us the strength to press 
on regardless. We are honored to be part of this “Love 
City” that comes together in time of need... always,” 
she wrote.

Inner Visions began its musical mission in the 
1980, formed by Grasshopper, his brother Alvin “Ju-
piter” Pickering and Paul Samms. Grasshopper’s sons 
Akiba “Mr. Snooze” and Aswad “Hollywood” Pick-
ering joined the band several years later. 

They have independently produced six cd albums 
on Blue Bitch Records — named after a valued V.I. 
native stone — and built a fan base covering the Ca-
ribbean, Europe and the U.S. mainland.

At home the band performed for visiting head-
line performers and assisted countless benefits for 
schools, community groups and other causes. Grass-
hopper Pickering is also one of the founding members 
of the St. John Cancer Fund.
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Inner Visions Reggae Star Recovery Is Slow; 
Family, Friends, Fans Are Hopeful, Thankful

Wharfside Village, St. John          • 340-776-0774

St. John Tradewinds News Photo Courtesy of St. John Magazine

Phillip “Grasshopper” Pickering

PD Parking Solution?

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

The V.I. Police Department brought its new 
Segway vehicles to St. John to lead the Fourth 
of July parade, so island residents weren’t too 
surprised to see the futuristic vehicles subsequently 
parked up in front of the Leander Jurgen Command 
in Cruz Bay the next day – along with a handful of 
the dozen other police vehicles parked around town. 
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PO BOX 429, ST. JOHN, VI . 774-1625 . ACROSS FROM LIBRARY

U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
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oreo is a 
wonderful 1 year 
old male who is 
very outgoing and 
affectionate. He 
does have some 
energy but loves 
to play with other 
dogs, and would 
make a wonderful  
addition to any 
family.

www.facebook.com/yelena.rogers.photography

Yelena Rogers Photography

PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831

340-774-4027    603-401-4757

By JUdi shimEl
St. John Tradewinds

CRUZ BaY — An old friend-
ship and some creative thinking 
produced an elegant idea to help 
St. John residents faced with do-
mestic violence and crime — a 
six-course dinner with wine pair-
ings at Ocean 362 Restaurant on 
Thursday, July 16. 

The fundraising dinner was ar-
ranged with the help of chef Shaun 
Bryan Sells, owner of Ocean 362, 
according to Vernon Arajuo, de-
velopment director for the Family 
Resource Center. 

Arajuo and Sells first hit it off 
as children, growing up together in 
Coral Bay. 

Childhood island Friends
“I’ve known him since I was 

five,” Arajuo said. “The event was 
born out of a friendship between 
myself and the chef.” 

FRC has been serving St. John 
for a little more than a year with as 
few resources as an agency of its 
kind might expect to have. 

Working from a borrowed 
space at the Myrah Keating Smith 
Clinic, one social worker has 
found more than a full measure of 
woe, Arajuo said. 

Almost daily someone comes 

calling because of child abuse, re-
lationships turned violent or sexual 
power games involving children, 
according to the FRC director. As 
the fundraiser began his pursuit of 
resources to advance the cause and 
his childhood friend joined in on 
events, the extent of St. John do-
mestic violence problems became 
more apparent.

“Neither one of us was aware 
of how serious problems of do-
mestic abuse and child abuse were 
on our small island,” Arajuo said. 

Getting message out
The July 16 event is a means 

of getting the message out there 
among supporters and would-be 
supporters, in a comfortable atmo-
sphere, he said.

Everybody isn’t willing just 
to write a check, the FRC official 
acknowledged. This dinner gives 
those who are willing to help a 
chance to put a face on those who 
provide that help. 

In addition to the six-course 
dinner, organizers are planning 
a silent auction of art pieces that 
will be displayed throughout the 
evening.

Arajuo hopes the greatest at-
traction will be an opportunity 
to enjoy good food, good wine 

and good company — for a good 
cause.

“Friend Raise” for Funds
 “The aim of this event is to 

‘friend raise’ and a part of that is 
fundraising,” he said.

Some friends are already start-
ing to appear, including Gallows 
Point Resort General Manager 
Akhil Deshwal. Ocean 362 is lo-
cated “upstairs” on the resort prop-
erty overlooking Cruz Bay and 
Pillsbury Sound.

“We’re supporting this organi-
zation,“ Deshwal said. “We need 
their feet on St. John; we did what-
ever with our capacity we could 
do.”

“Hopefully they can get some 
benefit from this,” he added.

additional Family services
One of the most recent benefits 

to appear is the addition of an in-
terventionist to the staff of FRC, 
St. John. Additional plans, already 
in the works, tilt in the direction 
of adding youth services, Arajuo 
said. 

The second of two town meet-
ings on a Community Block Grant 
application in support of an FRC 
St. John youth intervention pro-
gram is scheduled for July 21 at 6 
p.m. at the Cruz Bay Legislature.   

Family Resource Center, Ocean 362
Friends Join Forces for Fundraiser

“We’re not 
all there… ”

Connections and 
Connections East are 
selling one-of-a-kind tank-
tops and T-shirts to help 
raise money for St. John 
“mother ship” Silver Cloud 
of Coral Bay.

The shirts proudly bear 
the perfect quote about St 
John: “We’re all here ‘cuz... 
we’re not all there!” — in 
addition to logos from years 
past.

The shirts cost $25 each 
and all proceeds go directly 
to the haul-out in Trinidad, 
according to Connections’ 
Cid Hamling.

St. John Tradewinds News Photo 
Courtesy of St. John Magazine
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St. John Tradewinds
st. thomas — Governor Kenneth E. Mapp disap-

proved the application of the Carambola Golf Club, LLC. 
(Carambola Golf) for an extension and modification of eco-
nomic development benefits on July 2 and called for addi-
tional information.

“The application submitted to me for review recom-
mending approval does not include information necessary 
for me to act favourably on the application to award an ex-
tension and modification of benefits,” Gov. Mapp said in a 
press release. 

“The application submitted revealed that as part of their 
renewal application Carambola Golf requested that its origi-
nal commitment to maintain employment for 39 employees 

be reduced to 18 employees; that there be a cut back in their 
requirement to pay for health insurance, and that all compli-
ance issues be waived,” the Governor stated in his response 
to the EDA Board.

“Throughout the entire time of Carambola Golf’s benefit 
period, they remained non-compliant in several areas: em-
ployment, charitable contributions, and health insurance,” 
Gov. Mapp wrote. “Additionally the EDC acknowledges 
that Carambola Golf grossly overstated their projections.”

“For instance Carambola Gold projected that it would 
have direct expenditures of $11.1 million; the actual direct 
expenditure was $4.9 million,” Gov. Mapp added. “Caram-
bola Golf projected $26.5 million in indirect and induced 
outputs; the actual amount was $12 million.”

It is the Governor’s position that economic development 
benefits should only be granted when it is necessary to at-
tract major investments, create jobs and spur opportunity for 
business creation, according to a Government House press 
release. 

Further, such beneficiaries seeking extensions must ex-
hibit that they have contributed to the growth of the EDC 
program and more specifically to the Territory’s economy, 
according to the statement. 

“If the EDC had granted a reduced amount of benefits 
and term, I may have acted differently,” Gov. Mapp said. 
“For these reasons I do not approve or endorse the grant 
of extended or modified economic development benefits to 
Carambola Golf Club, LLC at this time.” 

East End St. Thomas Meeting 
on Healthcare Services Set for July 21

St. John Tradewinds
Do you live on the East End of St. Thomas? 
Are you concerned about your options for healthcare servic-

es?  
Join the St. Thomas East End Medical Center and the UVI 

Caribbean Exploratory Research Center on Tuesday, July 21, at 
the Bovoni Baptist Church (5A-5 Estate Bovoni) at 6 p.m. to dis-
cuss the state of your healthcare services.

Georgia State Senior Kissa Williams 
Is Ruby Rutnik Scholarship Winner

St. John Tradewinds
st. John – Kissa Williams of St. John is winner of the Ruby 

Rutnik Scholarship Fund, one year, $2,500 scholarship award for 
the school year, 2015-2016.

 Kissa Williams, is entering her senior year at Georgia State 
University, majoring in Early Childhood Education with a con-
centration in ESOL. This area of concentration, English for 
Speakers of Other Languages, will enable her to teach English to 
those who don’t speak English. 

This is Kissa’s second Ruby Rutnik Scholarship award. She 
received the first one in 2012 after graduating from Eudora Kean 
High School to attend Georgia State with an intended major in 
Nursing. 

In her second year of college she realized that nursing was 
not her passion and found that teaching is. She has been on the 
Dean’s list since then and expects to graduate in December 2016.  
It is her goal to teach at the elementary level. 

The Ruby Rutnik Scholarship Fund, Inc. and Gifft Hill 
School, the new administrators of the RRSF, wish this forward-
thinking girl great success and hope that she will return to the 
Virgin Islands. 

Since the RRSF was established in 1997 to honor the memory 
of Ruby Rutnik more than $156,000 has been awarded to college-
bound St. John girls. Since 2012 the RRSF endowment fund has 
supported approximately $100,000 in annual financial aid to Gifft 
Hill School students through anonymous donors matching grants. 
Ruby was in the first class at Pine Peace, the founding school that 
became Gifft Hill School.

Governor Mapp Disapproves Carambola Application for EDA Benefits Extension
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos

Adorable and comfortable cottage can be home while 
you build your own — or not.

Water Views, Lush Landscaping and a Great Price Tag 
Await at 6-3-22H Estate Carolina

By JaimE Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

CaRolina — Enjoy beau-
tiful Coral Bay harbor views and 
stunning moon rises from your 
own piece of paradise in Estate 
Carolina.

The cottage, located at 6-3-
22H Estate Upper Carolina in the 
Coral Bay area, consists of two 
bedrooms and one bathroom on 
more than a half acre of land and 
is for sale for $399,000, explained 
Tammy Donnelly of 340 Real Es-
tate.

“The current owners raised 
their family in this pod-like cottage 
in Estate Upper Carolina,” said 
Donnelly. “The property also has 
plenty of room for expansion.” 

Tucked away on a lush, land-
scaped hillside in the desirable 
Upper Carolina neighborhood of 
Coral Bay, this cottage is priced 
to sell. The property features sour-
sop, pineapple, egg fruit, banana, 
tangerine, avocado, lime and papa-
ya trees, so you can pick own fruit 
salad and then enjoy it while luxu-
riating in the cooling trade wind 
breezes on your screened in deck.

You’ll never tire of those beau-
tiful views out to Coral Bay harbor 
and overlooking the greenery of 
the nearby valley.

With a full 0.578 acres of land 
there is plenty of room to expand, 
Donnelly explained.

“A new owner would be very 
comfortable living in the exiting 
cottage while building their main 
house to their own specifications,” 
said the 340 Real Estate owner/
broker.

There is already an existing 
stable driveway which was exca-
vated a number of years ago, Don-
nelly added.

With an adorable and com-
fortable cottage already on site, 
there is no rush to build. The cot-
tage boasts two bedrooms, a full 
kitchen, a full bathroom, plus and 
office, a laundry area and a large 
screened in deck space.

Charming Caribbean style ex-
posed beamed ceilings and bright 
accents of color make this cottage 
homey with the perfect tropical 
flair.

The kitchen boasts a stainless 
steel oven as well as a stainless 
steel double refrigerator, which 
will make hosting small dinner 
parties a breeze.

Take advantage of life in the 
Caribbean with the outdoor shower 
which offers plenty of privacy and 
the feeling of lush tropical beauty 
as you bathe next to sprawling ba-

nana trees.
Plus, your power bill won’t 

make you break your bank ac-
count, explained Donnelly.

“There are two solar powered 
hot water heaters,” said the 340 

Real Estate owner/broker.
With a great price tag, a beauti-

ful cottage to relax in and ample 
room to build the house of your 
dreams, the property at 6-3-22H 
Estate Carolina could be your Ca-

ribbean dream come true.
For more information about 

this property, call Donnelly at 340 
Real Estate at (340) 779-4478 or 
on her cell phone at (340) 643-
6068.

Timeless & ClassiC: famous mignot Pearl Designs
The perfect gift or purchase to remember your special island get-a-way.

S
Selection at Gibney Beach Villas / Hawksnet Bay / North Shore Rd / 340-643-2936



14   St. John Tradewinds,  July 13-19, 2015  

Crossword Answers (Puzzle located on Page 20)

Letters to St. John Tradewinds

St. John Rotary Club Thanks 
Children’s Carnival Village Volunteers

dear love City,
On behalf of Alecia M. Wells, Joan Bermingham 

and myself — all past presidents of the Rotary Club 
of St. John I wish to thank the community for its sup-
port of Children’s Carnival Village.  

This is a drug and alcohol free place for our kids 
to play, win gold coins and redeem them for great 
prizes.  It seems like a mad house sometimes, and it’s 
a lot of hard work; but the laughter and smiles make 
it all worthwhile.

There are so many people we would like to thank, 
including the St. John Accommodations Council for 
their strong support each year, Starfish for the wa-
ter, Preston Pollock for daily deliveries of the prizes 
and ice (and for getting one more year out of our hot 
wheels track for us), and the Freshwater Church for 
bringing new and wonderful young people to help.

We tried to have all the volunteers sign up each 
night — it takes 24 people to make it fun for the work-
ers AND for the kids — and we were open six nights 
this year.  You can see by the length of the list below, 
that many, many of our volunteers worked ALL SIX 
NIGHTS, and for them we are truly grateful. 

If I have missed you, I’m sorry and will make it 
up to you (perhaps a free gold coin?).  If I have butch-
ered your name, next time print it!  But thank you all 
for making Kids’ Carnival such a great success.

Carla Challenger, Beverly Biziewski, Anna 
Tuttle, Carishma Marsh, Nyree Doway, Alice Krall, 
Miles Stair, Livy Hitchcock, Sierra Shields, Christina 
Klingsberg, Megan Carpenter, Summer Cross, Brit-
ton Van Buskirk, Shannon Smith, Terry Landsdale, 
Darren Carpenter, H S-something illegible, Scott 
Gray, Larry Mayberry, Lindsey Mayberry, Austin 
Manuel, Gery Londergan, Judi Shimel, Hank and 
Judy, Tom Oat, Lori Dudkin, Molly Murrill, Mary 
Vargo, Mat Vacharat, Tracy Thompson, Beth Jones, 
Sean D’Abbracio, Whitney Southerland, Randy Lil-
ley, Marta Landsdale, Jeremiah Vera-Burgos, Luke 
Patrie, Evan Jones, Regina Lilley, Linda Dees, Mike 
Luedke, Whitney Sotherland, Machy Valmond, Lau-
ryn Samuel, Joey Skelton, Leona Smith, Angela 
Coleman, Dana Owens, Kudah Babb-Grant, Rash-
nidan A Babb, Ahmed Babb, Symone James, Julian 
Davis, Patty Johnston, Michael Luedtke, De’leah 
Hodge, Tamara Robinson, Raven Phillips, Tessa An-
thony, Dante Morton, Landon Dees, Aimee Trayser, 
Ian Samuel, Patrick Pearson…

If you see any of these folks on the street, please 
promise them that YOU will come help next year — 
you will see big smiles all around.

thank you,
B. J. harris, secretary

Rotary Club of st. John 

St. John Educational Facade

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tom Oat

Despite noticeable and commendable efforts to spruce up the Julius E. Sprauve School 
buildings for the 2014-15 school year and keep the facilities in very good condition through 
the school year, signs of the age of the complex are showing once again. This crumbling 
facade on the Winston Wells Ball Field side of the JESS “cafetorium” was visible during the 
preliminary events of the 2015 St. John Festival to remind St. Johnians of the moribund 
community effort for a new island public educational facility.

attention
readers

and
advertisers:

St. John Tradewinds 
will commence its 

Off-Season Schedule soon.

oFF-season issUes: 
august 10th and 24th

september 7th and 21st



St. John Tradewinds
st. John — Coral Bay community gadfly Da-

vid Silverman and associates were able to distract 
Gov. Mapp from his political troubles on St. Thomas 
for an hour—long summit with the Governor and his 
top staff about the Coral Bay Community Council 
and Coral Bay issues.

Silverman, who displayed his internet prowess 
in fomenting opposition to a proposed mega—yacht 
marina and organizing the Save Coral Bay campaign, 
duly reported on his newsmaking in a Facebook post-
ing: 

Here is a brief synopsis of the meeting this after-
noon with Governor Kenneth Mapp:

The purpose of the meeting was to introduce the 
Coral Bay Community Council to the Governor and 
explain the main priorities for community programs 
in Coral Bay. Attending for CBCC were Sharon Col-
dren, Sean Richardson, and myself.

Attending for the Governor were Randy Knight 
(Chief of Staff) and Rochelle Corneiro (Deputy Chief 
of Staff) and of course, Governor Kenneth Mapp.

After explaining the goals and operation of the 
CBCC to the Governor, we got into a broad discus-
sion of his approach to community governance. He 
is a very supportive of initiatives stemming from 
communities, and believes this is far superior to a 
top—down management. He is a strong supporter of 
community visioning and planning. He urged us to 
engage all interests in the community and to bring 
ideas and plans to the attention of him and his staff.

The Governor spoke at some length about steps 
to improve public safety and emergency services. He 
also discussed the urgent need for comprehensive 
solid waste management, and said he would be intro-
ducing legislation for increased recycling, compost-
ing, a ban on single—use plastic bags, and a nickel 
deposit on glass beverage containers. He spoke posi-
tively of the work that IGLA has done to remove us-
able materials from the waste stream.

Governor Mapp plans to spend a couple days on 
St John every 6—8 weeks and promised to visit Coral 
Bay to see some of our work and planned projects. 

On the subject of marina development, the Gov-
ernor said that he is protective of the environment 

and will not allow environmentally destructive proj-
ects under his watch. He said that he believes St John 
could benefit from a marina but the one which was 
proposed in Coral Bay was too large and he would 
not sign the permit. He reiterated what he said last 
year — the developers need to propose something that 
the community can support and that the environment 
can support. He said that the review of the proposal 
by the Army Corps of Engineers was “government in 
action” and that these projects need to be supported 
from all quarters — CZM, Governor, Legislature, 
and Army Corps — if they are to proceed. 

We discussed use of the Guy Benjamin School 
and the Governor asked us what uses it could be put 
to. We mentioned Adult Education, Early Childhood 
Programs, and Computer Center. He and his staff 
were supportive of all of these ideas. 

All in all it was a positive meeting, with good 
communication and lots of opportunities for further 
discussion.

After explaining the goals and 
operation of the CBCC to the 
Governor, we got into a broad 
discussion of his approach to 
community governance. He is 
a very supportive of initiatives 
stemming from communities, and 
believes this is far superior to a 
top—down management. He is a 
strong supporter of community 
visioning and planning. He urged 
us to engage all interests in the 
community and to bring ideas and 
plans to the attention of him and 
his staff.

– David Silverman
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Island Green Building Association

St. John Youth Coalition

 

Coral Bay Community Activists Silverman and 
Coldren Meet With Gov. Mapp and Top Staff  

Coral Bay Yacht Club Offering Educational Scholarships
St. John Tradewinds

Due to the closure of Guy H. Benjamin School, 
the Coral Bay Yacht Club will make funds avail-
able to help students in its community, offering 
four $500 scholarships in the form of tuition for 
Coral Bay students attending a private school. 
The Coral Bay Yacht Club is also offering a $500 
donation to Julius E. Sprauve School. 

The Coral Bay Yacht Club is committed to the 
children of Coral Bay and has run annual fund-

raising flotillas, the proceeds of which in the past 
have been used to benefit the now-shuttered Guy 
H. Benjamin School. 

CBYC hopes to continue its tradition of host-
ing Flotillas in an effort to continue its dedication 
to the students of Coral Bay. Students who reside 
full time in Coral Bay may apply for the scholar-
ship. The deadline is July 31. 

For information, please email maryjburks@
gmail.com.
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-orient-
ed, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

June 22-august 14
— Gifft Hill School will 

offer summer academic enrich-
ment sessions for children ages 
3 to 11 from June 22 to August 
14. Qualified instructors will 
lead students in age-appropriate 
academic enrichment activities 
and field excursions that will 
enrich students’ understanding 
of classroom work. 

thursday, July 16
— Chef Shaun Brian Sells 

of Oceans 362 at Gallows 
Point Cruz Bay is planning a 
July 16 six-course dinner with 
cocktail pairings to benefit the 
Family Resource Center and 
raise awareness and funds for 
victims of crime on St. John.To 
make a reservation call Ocean 
362 today at 340-776-0001.

saturday, July 18
— Our Lady of Mount Car-

mel Catholic Church is having 
a “Grand Bazaar BBQ and 
Family Funfest” on Saturday, 
July 18 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
There will be music and games 
for children. There also will be 
a “Special Sale” of furniture, 
clothing tools, books and much 
more. Admission is free. Food 
and drinks will be on sale.

tuesday, July 21
— The Coral Bay Commu-

nity Council is hosting a work-
shop to listen to experts and 
vendors about rainwater cis-

tern storage and drinking wa-
ter systems on Tuesday, July 
21, from 8:30 to 10 a.m. The 
session scheduled for Skinny 
Leg’s will be a discussion of 
UV purification and filters for 
drinking water quality, gutters, 
roof paint, cleaning cisterns, 
etc.

wednesday, July 22
— The Coral Bay Commu-

nity Council is hosting a work-
shop to listen to experts and 
vendors about on-site waste-
water treatment systems and 
septic tanks at Skinny Leg’s on 
Wednesday, July 22 from 8:30 
a.m. to 10 a.m. The workshop 
will feature experts and ven-
dors discussing choices of 
wastewater (sewage) treat-
ment systems, upgrading or 
replacing septic tank systems, 
managing your drainfield  and 
maintaining these systems to 
avoid smells, and other is-
sues.  New ideas will be dis-
cussed.

Friday, July 24
St. John School of the Arts 

will present The Rainbow Sea 
performance on Friday, July 24 
at 5:30 p.m.  

sunday, september 6
— Grab your bike, lace up 

those running shoes and start 
training for the 16th Annual 
Love City Triathlon on Sun-
day, September 6 at 7 a.m.

alCholiCs anonYmoUs mEEtinGs
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay 

naRCotiCs anonYmoUs mEEtinGs
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.

al-anon mEEtinGs
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340) 

642-3263

Gov. Mapp Joins Homeland Security To Fight 
Child Exploitation and Predatory Crimes

St. John Tradewinds
UsVi — Governor Kenneth E. Mapp cited the 

need for a territory-wide approach to fighting the 
escalation of child exploitation and other predatory 
crimes against children, after meeting with Home-
land Security officials on Thursday, July 9

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s 
(ICE) Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) in St. 
Thomas and St. Croix has partnered with members of 
local, state and federal law enforcement, and commu-
nity leaders, to form the U.S. Virgin Islands Crimes 
Against Children Task Force (VICACTF).

Through the VICACTF, federal and local law en-
forcement agencies will pool their resources to jointly 
investigate all crimes committed against children in 
the USVI.  Task Force members will be encouraged 
to share evidence, ideas and investigative and foren-
sic tools to ensure the most successful prosecutions 

possible.  
The VICACTF will allow law enforcement to 

speak with a unified voice to defend the children of 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. VICACTF is composed of 
the following agencies: ICE-HSI (lead agency), U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, U.S. Marshals Service, the Virgin 
Islands Police Department, the Virgin Islands Depart-
ment of Justice-Office of the Attorney General, U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the Virgin Is-
lands Department of Human Services and the Family 
Resource Center.

“I am extremely encouraged by the level of co-
operation that we are receiving from federal law en-
forcement,” Mapp said in response to the establishing 
of the New Task force.  “Protection of our Virgin Is-
lands children and the further enabling of our police 
department’s ability to do so, is of utmost importance 
to the Lt. Governor and myself.” 

Pollution 
Solutions 
Reduce trash to keep it out of the landfill 
and our environment! 
Reduce waste: 
 Buy in bulk to reduce  

unnecessary packaging,  
Share with a friend 

 Take a reusable bag  
when grocery shopping 

 Use reusable water bottles  
and other containers 

 Compost your food scraps 

 Turn yard waste into brush berms 

 Sign up to get paper mail  
electronically 

 Buy at yard sales 

340-776-2099 www.coralbaycommunitycouncil.org 

Produced under a grant by the Rural Utilities Service, United States Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this 
material are solely the responsibility of the Coral Bay Community Council and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Rural Utilities Service. 
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Help us become more 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY. 
Please sign up to receive your 
invoices/ statements via e-
mail.

Dear Tradewinds Advertiser:

Call: 776-6496
Email: advertising@tradewinds.vi

Help    s 
G   Green



lead agency,” the Save Coral Bay site explained. “The 
first thing the Corps did was assign a new project 
manager to the permit review. The first thing the new 
project manager did was take a fresh look at the per-
mit application and he concluded that it had multiple 
deficiencies and was “incomplete”. He told SEG that 
they needed to correct those deficiencies and submit a 
new permit application. That all happened in April.”

“Last week we received a copy of the ‘new’ per-
mit application submitted to the Army Corps by SEG. 
It is virtually identical to the original plan with a few 
exceptions. First, they have removed the ‘mooring 
field’ that was never adequately described or designed 
in the original plan. They’ve made no changes what-
soever to the 145 slip mega marina. They’ve included 
a description of the land-based project components 
in the application. Based on these changes the Corps 
is now preparing a new “Public Notice” announcing 
a new Public Comment Period. The notice could be 
published as soon as this week.”

The notice has since been published by ACE. (See 
related stories.)

“What does all of this mean?”
“Clearly, the ‘new application’ does not address 

any of the major flaws identified by our group and all 
the federal agencies,” the activists acknowledged. 

“What does all of this mean?” the Save Coral Bay 

site asked rhetorically.
“Basically, SEG has been forced back to square 

one in their Army Corps permit application process,” 
they answered themselves. “This gives us an oppor-
tunity to update our comments, if necessary. There’s 
nothing to do right now, and I will keep everyone in-
formed as soon as any new information surfaces.”

“We all know the drill— when the time comes, if 
necessary, we will send in our comment letters and 
get the job done,” the internet posting stated. “Our 
lawyers will be all over the case with our formal com-
ments, revised to reflect any changes in the applica-
tion.”

“All of the prior federal agency comments are in 
the public record and since Summers End has not ad-
dressed any of the issues raised in those comments, 
they are still perfectly valid. The designation of all of 
Coral Bay as an “Aquatic Resource of National Im-
portance (ARNI)” still holds and provides the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with 
the authority to veto any Army Corps permit which 
does not address the concerns of the EPA.”

“So this is just another part of the process, ensur-
ing a “by the book” review of the SEG permit ap-
plication— a little extra work for us, but a lot of ad-
ditional time, delay and expense for SEG— none of 
which they have to spare,” the Save Coral Bay post-
ing concluded.
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Baha’i Community of st. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 

776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany moravian Church 
Sunday School 9 a.m., Divine Worship 10 a.m.

Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day saints 
 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 

Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz Bay Baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Divine Worship 8:30 a.m., 776-6713

Freshwater Church
Freshwater Church St. John USVI

Sunday Worship 10 am at Hawksnest Beach
Follow us on Facebook, 340.514.6578

Jehovah’s witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-053

missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

nazareth lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 776-6731 

our lady of mount Carmel Catholic Church
Saturdays: 6 p.m.; Sundays: 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. in Coral Bay 

at the John’s Folly Learning Institute & 6 pm. in Spanish; 
Mondays: 12:15 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays: 7 a.m. 

& Fridays: 7 p.m. Call 776-6339 for more information.

Prayer house of Faith
Sunday Morning Service at 8 a.m; Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Mondays

Prayer services at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays; 340-690-3820

st. John methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

seventh day adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

st. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 779-1230

st. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.

Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

Church Directory

St. John Tradewinds News Photo

Save Coral Bay T-shirts are available for purchase at Tall Ships in Coral Bay or online 
at savecoralbay.com.

Save Coral Bay Has Different Perspective 
on Mega-Yacht Marina Approval Process

Continued from Page 5



The federal officials also acknowledged they had been 
formally notified of the loss of the federal grant for the Cor-
al Harbor mooring field and hence the new public comment 
period on the mega-yacht marina.

“However, via letter dated April 3, 2015, the Corps re-
ceived notification that USFWS had withdrawn from the 
Federal lead agency role for this project,” the current notice 
reads.  “In addition, various components of the proposed 
project (mainly the 75-buoy mooring field and the repairs to 
an existing rip-rap) were eliminated.”

“Based on the above, the Corps determined that a new 
Public Notice for the proposed project was warranted. Ac-
cordingly, we are issuing the current new Public Notice.  
Since this is a new public notification procedure, we encour-
age all agencies and the general public to submit new com-
ments in response to this Public Notice, even if comments 
were submitted in response to the previous Public Notice. 

Marina developer Summers pointed out that the Corps 
notice also referred to existing the territorial approval of the 
project.

“In the Virgin Islands, the Department of Planning and 
Natural Resources permit constitutes compliance with the 
Coastal Zone Management Plan,” the ACE notice states.

The official public notice apparently consisted of: 
“7/9/2015: St. John USVI. The Summer’s End 

Group, LLC, St. John, USVI. PROJECT PURPOSE: 
Basic: Offshore Marina. Overall: Construct a pri-
vate commercial offshore marina with ancillary and 
commercial facilities in adjacent uplands in St. John, 
USVI. Expiration date: 8/24/2015

EssEnCial (sic) Fish haBitat (EFh):
“This notice initiates consultation with the Na-

tional Marine Fisheries Service on EFH (Essential 
Fish Habitat) as required by the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1996,” 

the federal document reads.
“NOTE: This public notice is being issued based 

on information furnished by the applicant. This infor-
mation has not been verified or evaluated to ensure 
compliance with laws and regulation governing the 
regulatory program,” the notice continues. 

“A Water Quality Certificate from the U.S. Virgin 
Islands Department of Planning and Environmental 
Resources, Division of Environmental Protection 
(DPNR-DEP) will be required,” the ACE report add-
ed. 

Comments regarding the potential authorization 
of the work proposed should be submitted in writing 
to the attention of the District Engineer through the 
Antilles Permits Section, 400 Fernández Juncos Av-
enue, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901-3299, within 45 
days from the date of the July 9 ACE notice. 

Although the ACE has a preliminary IMPACT 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES: 

“Coordination with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the 
National Marine Fisheries Services, and other Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies, environmental groups, 
and concerned citizens generally yields pertinent en-
vironmental information that is instrumental in deter-
mining the impact the proposed action will have on 
the natural resources of the area. 

 “All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will 
be considered including cumulative impacts thereof; among 
these are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general en-
vironmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish 
and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land 
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, 
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food, and fiber production, mineral needs, consider-

ations of property ownership, and in general, the needs and 
welfare of the people.”

“Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the pub-
lic interest will also include application of the guidelines 
promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority of 
Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act of the criteria estab-
lished under authority of Section 102(a) of the Marine Pro-
tection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972.  A permit will 
be granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the 
public interest. 

“The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is soliciting 
comments from the public; Federal, State, and local agen-
cies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested parties 
in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this pro-
posed activity,” according to the ACE notice.  “Any com-
ments received will be considered by the Corps to determine 
whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this 
proposal, the notice continued.”

“To make this decision, comments are used to assess 
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water 
quality, general environmental effects, and the other pub-
lic interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act comments are also used to de-
termine the need for a public hearing and to determine the 
overall public interest of the proposed activity.” 

Any person may request a public hearing.  The request 
must be submitted in writing to the District Engineer within 
the designated comment period of the notice and must state 
the specific reasons for requesting the public hearing.

Questions concerning this application should be direct-
ed to the project manager, Mr. José A. Cedeño-Maldonado, 
in writing at the Antilles Permits Section, 400 Fernández 
Juncos Avenue, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901-3299, by elec-
tronic mail at jose.cedeno-maldonado@usace.army.mil or 
by telephone at (787) 729-6905, extension 3063. 
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MegaYacht News Reports Fall 2016 opening 
of 145-slip the Yacht Club at summer’s End

Federal Officials Open New Public Comment Period on Mega-Yacht Marina
Continued from Page 3

strong. Despite no advertising or publicity 
campaigns, she says her office has fielded 
inquiries for 50 slips. She ascribes it espe-
cially to megayacht owners, captains, and 
charter yachts, as well as local officials, be-
ing “extremely frustrated” over “no friendly 
access” to St. John. 

“The market is here, the market wants to 
come to St. John — it just hasn’t been able 
to,” Summers explains. “There’s so much to 
offer.”

Since three-quarters of St. John is pro-
tected national parkland, the natural beauty 
has long been a strong attraction. It’s some-
thing that The Summer’s End Group intends 
to preserve, too, by becoming a Blue Flag 
marina. 

“Just because we’re developers doesn’t 
mean we’re not environmentalists,” Sum-
mers comments. She says her team has 
worked closely with U.S. government agen-

cies to ensure local marine life remains as 
undisturbed as possible.

Summers considers the Yacht Club at 
Summer’s End the “gateway to Virgin splen-
dor,” positioned at the entrance to Sir Fran-
ces Drake Channel. When it opens, expect to 
find on-site customs and immigration. This 
will make arrivals from the British Virgin Is-
lands or elsewhere in the Caribbean simpler. 
Additional on-land amenities will include 
in-slip fueling, a market for provisioning, a 
wine and cheese shop, restaurants, shops, 
and a private crew lounge. Security and con-
cierge services will be available, too. All of 
the Yacht Club at Summer’s End buildings, 
some of which are new construction while 
others are renovations, will blend what the 
developer calls “Tommy Bahama meets the 
New Orleans French Quarter design.”

To receive more information directly from 
Summer’s End Group about the Yacht Club 
at Summer’s End, fill out our contact form.

Continued from Page 3
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Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & Resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

island Getaways
888-693-7676, 
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

suite st. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

Architecture
Crane, Robert - architect, aia
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

Art Galleries
Bajo el sol Gallery
Located in Mongoose Junction
tel. 340-693-7070

Kimberly Boulon Fine art Gallery
Located at The Marketplace
340-693-8524

Banking
Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

Furniture
Carlos Furniture - 340-693-0016
Located at Tutu Park Mall on STT
Free delivery and setup to St. John

Green Building
island Green Building association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar 
Series info and ReSource Depot 
inventory

Insurance
PGU insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com

theodore tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry
R&i Patton goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
alfredo’s landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Real Estate
340 Real Estate Company, llC
 340-643-6068 or 340-779-4478
340realestateco@gmail.com
www.340realestateco.com

holiday homes of st. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Restaurants
Fish trap Restaurant
and seafood market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

la tapa Restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

ocean 362
American Contemporary Cuisine
For reservations, call 340-776-0001

skinny legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

Services
C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047 
Located in Coral Bay

Wedding Services
weddings by Katilday
www.stjohnweddingplanner.com
340-693-8500 - Consulting, Travel 
Coordination, Accommodations

st. John Tradewinds
business directory

FILM SPLICING 
  
ACROSS
 1 Earth Day’s month
 6 Maned antelope
 9 Large gulf
 14 Tons
 19 Excludes
 21 Dribble
 22 Sign off on
 23 1940 thriller drama; 1942 

romantic drama
 25 Four-stringer
 26 Hop- — -thumb
 27 Horse morsel
 28 Enjoy dinner
 29 Really digging
 31 Homer, e.g.
 32 1982 horror; 1939 

western
 38 One with adoring fans
 40 Moray, e.g.
 41 Filmdom’s Mrs. Victor 

Laszlo
 42 Expends
 43 1996 neo-noir crime 

drama; 1990 crime 
drama

 49 Titled man
 51 Wedding day 

destinations
 52 Fiendish look
 53 D-Day city in France
 55 Takes too much, briefly
 58 Pie-mode link
 60 1979 comedy-drama; 

1982 musical
 63 2007 comedy-drama; 

1946 spy thriller
 69 Many rented homes: 

Abbr.
 70 Zenith

 71 Make — of (jot down)
 72 “This guy walks into — 

...”
 73 Irene of “Fame” fame
 74 Bone, to Fido
 75 “:” in an analogy
 76 Braggarts’ displays
 77 2005 historical drama; 

2002 musical
 79 2000 neo-noir thriller; 

1982 comedy-drama
 82 Certain sow
 83 Poetic “prior to”
 84 See 85-Across
 85 With 84-Across, diver’s 

gas cylinder
 88 “But — I know?”
 93 21st Greek letter
 94 1980 spoof comedy; 

1976 satirical drama
 96 “Waterloo” quartet
 99 Chop cut
 102 Gold, in León
 103 Major rtes.
 104 1931 horror; 2010 sci-fi 

thriller
 111 Get spoiled
 112 Cookie with creme
 113 La.-to-Mich. dir.
 114 Vast stretch
 115 — -pitch
 118 Break in, e.g.
 120 1963 historical drama; 

1950 period drama
 125 Locale
 126 “Skyfall” singer
 127 Alaskan port
 128 Civic’s make
 129 Aired again
 130 Norma — (film heroine)
 131 Pea piercers

DOWN
 1 Word form for “height”
 2 Haiku, e.g.
 3 Deep red wine
 4 Serpent tail?
 5 USMC rank
 6 Having a bit of a beard
 7 13th Greek letters
 8 Hagen with three Tonys
 9 Old politico Stevenson
 10 Spoiled kids
 11 O’er there
 12 Gregarious
 13 Argots
 14 Chaos
 15 Biblical priest
 16 Luau hellos
 17 NYPD part
 18 Mown strips
 20 Ella’s singing
 24 Cell insect
 30 China buys
 33 Gymnast Korbut
 34 Bout arbiters
 35 Valley
 36 “— a pity ...”
 37 Your and my
 38 “— tree falls ...”
 39 NFL’s Cowboys, on 

scoreboards
 44 Speak grandly
 45 Fjord city
 46 Loris’ cousin
 47 Meadows
 48 Prince Valiant’s son
 50 — bit (soon)
 53 Italian island
 54 Affix
 55 — year (annually)
 56 Yankee Joe, informally
 57 Ensure
 59 Spanish region
 61 Cole — (shoe brand)

 62 Antidrug cop
 63 Actress Pressly
 64 Indy great Al
 65 Phrase of denial
 66 Siouan tribe
 67 Former Apple laptop
 68 Brewery kiln
 73 Prepare for playing, as a 

tape
 74 With 119-Down, position 

Mike Ditka played
 76 Online store
 77 Tiny: Prefix
 78 Gordie of hockey
 80 Highest degree
 81 Fed. stipend program
 86 Alliance
 87 River of Bern
 89 “Horton Hears —!”
 90 City native
 91 Not moist
 92 Signs off on
 93 Stove item
 94 Kitchen pest
 95 Zero relaxation
 96 Over again
 97 Mustang
 98 — down the hatches
 100 Like a small garage
 101 Tristan’s lady
 105 Split country
 106 — Gay (WWII B-29)
 107 Way to sign a contract
 108 Tchr.’s gp.
 109 Reggae artist Peter
 110 — water (up the creek)
 116 Theater box
 117 Single bills
 119 See 74-Down
 121 Musket tip?
 122 Black goo
 123 Biochem strand
 124 “Either you do it — will”
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Commercial/Storage Space Available

Buying? Selling? Renting? Seeking?

call 340-776-6496 
email: advertising@tradewinds.vi

get ReSultS!
AMEX, DISCOVER, VISA 

& MASTERCARD Accepted

Real Estate

Coral Bay Domain
16 units on 8 lots

Off grid-solar-wind
Compost-H2O recovery

Pre-const, $397,500
www.domain-llc.com

EVERYthinG 
YoU nEEd

on EVERY lEVEl

GREat PlaCE 
to shoP, dinE 

and woRK

ComE Join Us 
wE haVE sPaCEs

 aVailaBlE —
 REtail, oFFiCE 

oR stoRaGE

340-776-6455

        

For Rent

PRimE 
CommERCial 
sPaCE in St. John 
Properties building. 

High pedestrian 
traffic area with road 
frontage and parking. 

Contact St. John 
Properties at 

340/693-8485 
or stop by to view.

FoR REnt: 
GUinEa GRoVE 
aPaRtmEnts  

One and two bedroom 
apartments with washer/

dryer, stove and 
refrigerator, across the 

street from Westin Resort. 
$1,150-1,700 per month.  

Contact Carolyn
 at st. John Properties

340/693-8485

Villa lEE anna
aVailaBlE aUGUst
Walking distance to town
Furnished Two bedroom
with  deck and nice view 

1,500 Call Carolyn
@ St. John Properties

693-8485

Commercial Space

FoR salE: 
12 ft custom build 

aluminum dinghy.  Built 
for the short chop, dry 

ride due to built in spray 
rail. Self bailing, raised 
floor, air compartment, 
unsinkable and fast. St. 
John Aluminum Boat 

builders, we can built your 
ideas. $6,000. Call Keep 

Me Posted 340-775-1727.

m a g a z i n e
st. thomas

For Sale
Trade Names, logos & Domain Names

St. John Magazine
ST. Thomas Magazine

www.stjohnmagazine.com
www.stthomasmagazine.com

www.stcroixmagazine.com

SeriouS inquirieS only 
$30,000 oBo 

email: malinda@tradewinds.vi

For Sale

Cash FoR YoUR 
st. John Villa!  

ClosE in 30 daYs!
Cash4villastjohn@gmail.com

EXPERiEnCEd maintEnanCE PERson 
needed for full service real estate firm. 

Contact St. John Properties at 693-8485

CoRal BaY
 2 BEd/2 Bath $1650. 

Spacious open plan. Large 
rooms. Walking distance to 
Coral Bay Market and bus 
route. Partially furnished 

with covered deck. 
Shared W&D.

Ron 715-853-9696 
reironald@gmail.com

Employment

EXECUtiVE assistant
St. John School of the Arts is seeking one full-time 

individual who is extremely organized and takes initiative. 
As a non-profit organization, this position will oversee 

volunteers, requiring event set-up and break down. Twenty-
one hours in a regular work week plus extra time for 

events will be required. This person will be responsible for 
keeping accurate records of ticket sales from events and 
class enrollments which require knowledge of Excel and 

Word using a MAC computer. Recording/copying/gathering 
materials for grant reports and applications, managing 

building renovations/repairs and some reception duties will 
be expected. Additional desired abilities are web updates 

using WordPress and updating the school’s status on social 
media as well as grant writing. Please contact Kim Wild 

at 340-779-4322 for further information. You may submit 
your resume in the office directly or mail to PO Box 180, 

St. John, VI 00831.

FoR salE: 1996 Ford 
F150 vehicle; needs brake 

work; can be sold for 
parts. $1,500.00. 

Call 340-693-9574 
or 340-227-3307.

Vehicle For Sale

Boat for Sale
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Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES

FOR LEASE

Call (340) 690-6699

• Private Individual Offices 
• Air Conditioning
• Utilities & Internet Included
• Conference Area
• On-Site Management

St. JohnTradewinds News Photos by Tom Oat

Oliver Oat and twins Taevion and Tariq Calixte in 2004, above, 
forged a friendship when they started kindergarten at Guy H. 
Benjamin Elementary school. The island boys recently met up with 
each other last week during summer vacation, below.

Charming and classic 
St. John beach house in 
Hart Bay, with pool and 
hot tub.  $1,350,000

How Time Flies!

800-424-6641   340-776-6641   FAX 693-8191    cateredto.com

• Consistently profitable rental histories   • Extensive advertising program 
• Complete management and maintenance • Over 30 years of on-island experience
• Convenient Marketplace office (Second Floor)  • Award-winning website

Add your home to our 
group and share the  

Catered To Vacation Homes 
advantages.

We still have room for 
2 or 3 special villas 

with pools.



Real Estate

 Villa Lantano | $5,900,000 
5 bed | 5.5 bath | 5,568 sqft

Serving St. John for Over 50 Years 

Casa de Sonadores | $2,550,000 
5 bed | 4.5 bath | 10,300 sqft

Rhapsody | $4,950,000
5 bed | 6 bath | 7,242 sqft 

L’Autre Monde | $4,800,000 
7 bed | 7.5 bath | 10,000 sqft

Colibri | $2,990,000
3 bed | 4 bath | 5,420 sqft 

Bente’s Fancy | $2,350,000
4 bed | 3 bath | 4,812 sqft

Unicorn by the Sea | $1,495,000
 3 bed | 4 bath | 3,150 sqft 

Limin Time | $1,149,000 
2 bed | 2 bath | 2,624 sqft 

Rivendell | $990,000
2 bed | 2.5 bath | 2,264 sqft 

Office : 340.776.6666  | Fax: 340.693. 8499 | www.IslandiaRealEstate.com 
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Complete Real estate seRviCes  •  st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm  •  seRviNg st. JoHN FoR 55 YeaRs!
Located at the Marketplace  •  (340) 776-6776  •  (340) 774-8088   •  INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com

      Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824   •   www.HolidayHomesVi.com

 

 

Search entire St. John MLS, view property videoS and newSLetter/SaLeS hiStory at www.hoLidayhoMeSvi.coM
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

“MERMAID FALLS”
Spectacular villa 
in prime Peter 
Bay area, 5x 
5.5 with island 
stone, fine ma-
hogany finishes, 
verandas, pool & 
waterfall. North 
Shore views.

“BEACH GARDEN”
Ultimate privacy 
architecturally 
stunning Bali 
inspired 4x4.5 
home, 1 ac. 
w/ pool, spa & 
sounds of surf! 
EXCELLENT 
rental income!

“CINNAMON BAY ESTATE”
3X4, pool, spa, 
1 ac. cul-de-sac 
in CATHERINE-
BERG borders 
National Park; 
stunning views 
of Cinnamon 
Beach & British 
Virgin Islands.

“KALORAMA”
Classic modern 
home, 5x4.5 su-
perbly designed 
& finished, 40 
ft. pool, large 
verandas, indoor-
outdoor living 
in Virgin Grand 
Estates.

WALK TO BEACH! “SEA WAVES”
4x4.5 pool 
villa at Hart 
Bay. Exquisite 
construction,  
with interior 
stairway perfect 
for children, 
private. Lush 
landscaping.

”SPLASH”
4x3 Island stone 
details, colorful 
décor, indoor 
pool & generous 
outdoor areas. 
Waterfront in 
Great Cruz Bay 
w/ stairs leading 
into the sea! 

LOTS OF LAND LISTINGS!!                                                      MOTIVATED SELLERS!!                                                         SOME SELLER FINANCING!!

“STONE POST COTTAGE” 
1½ acre lot in 
Chocolate Hole. 
3x3 main house, 
stone gsthouse, 
& small cottage. 
Spacious deck, 
55x15 ft. lap pool 
& spa.

“VILLA LE VIRAGE”
Hear the surf from 
this Pt. Rendezvous  
/ South Shore 
views / 4x4 villa, 
masonry, great 
porches, gentle 
trade winds, island 
stonework, taste-
fully furnished.

“VILLA VENTUROSO”
4x4 Well built, 
popular rental 
duplex with 2 
bdrms upstairs 
and downstairs 
with a pool. 
Close to town for 
easy access to 
everything.

“VILLA MADELINE”
A classic stone 
and tile roof 
exterior, with a 
modern, luxurious 
2x2.5 interior plus 
pool and bar-
b-que deck, 
overlooking Coral 
Bay!

“SEA CLIFF”
Cute cottage 
with sweeping 
water views in 
Calabash Boom.  
Lots of develop-
ment potential 
from this 3½ 
acre site. 

“CARIBBEAN STYLE”
Charming island 
stonework and 
hardwood floors 
in 5 bdrm, flex-
ible floor plan 
home with pool 
in Chocolate 
Hole. Walk to 
beach!

INVESTOR SPECIAL
The groundwork 
has been laid 
to complete 
this Fish Bay 
house!  Masonry 
2X1 apartment 
completed plus 
wooden private 
cottage. 

GIFFT HILL GEM
Quiet neighbor-
hood, 2 unit 
home (2x1 up  
Studio down), 
level parcel, 
pleasant view to 
Pillsbury Sound, 
lush gardening 
opportunities.

CAROLINA  from $ 54,678 
EMMAUS hillside $ 75,000
FISH BAY from $ 79,500
GLUCKSBERG  from  $ 89,000

HANSEN BAY from $ 99,000
FREEMAN’S GROUND from $ 115,000
SAUNDERS GUT  from  $ 130,000
CHOCOLATE HOLE from  $ 135,000

VIRGIN GRAND ESTATES  from  $ 145,000
CALABASH BOOM hillside $ 169,000
CONCORDIA from $ 179,000
RENDEZVOUS & DITLEFF from $ 195,000

LOVANGO CAY South shore from $ 250,000
SABA BAY beachfront $ 595,000
PETER BAY/NORTHSHORE from  $ 995,000 
WESTIN TIMESHARES from $ 3,999/wk

“STOWAWAY”  
Cute UPPER 
DECK VILLAS 
CONDO w/ sea 
& pool views 
from deck. 2 
bdrm + loft/2.5 
bath for family 
options, + large 
storage room. $689,000

MLS 15-131

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

$1,400,000
MLS 15-57

GALLOWS POINT CONDO
Unit 9C – 1x1.5 
loft w/ private 
deck/patio, 
common beach, 
pool and spa. 
Restaurant & 
concierge svcs. 
on property. 
Walk to town! $1,100,000

WAT
ER

FR
ONT

MLS 15-261

“RAINBOW’S END” BATTERY HILL CONDO
2X1, clean and 
colorfully deco-
rated poolside 
condo is close 
to town w/ 
nicely mani-
cured grounds. 
Seller says 
make an offer!$449,000

MLS 12-358

$1,395,000
MLS 14-332

VID
EO

$1,995,000
MLS 15-116

$1,950,000
MLS 13-7

$825,000
MLS 15-103

$665,500
MLS 15-204

$3,599,000
MLS 15-259

$2,975,000
MLS 13-454

VID
EO

$475,000
MLS 13-347

OWN A MONTH IN A LUXURY HOME
3 BR/3.5 BA or 
4 BR/4.5 BA 
villa in upscale 
Virgin Grand 
Estates. 3,000 
sq ft villas w/ 
STT & sunset 
views, pool, 
AC & more. From $50,000

FR
ACTI

ONAL

$6,500,000
MLS 11-385

VID
EO

$1,795,000 
MLS 14-233

$4,900,000
MLS 14-333

WAT
ER

FR
ONT

VID
EO

$1,975,000
MLS 15-266

WAT
ER

FR
ONT

$749,000

VID
EO

MLS 14.487

NEW
 LIS

TIN
G

PR
ICE R

ED
UCED

PR
ICE R

ED
UCED
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tradewinds
st. john Hurricane

Tracking Map

Advertise Here
Call 776-6496


