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It was a proud homecoming for Victor Provost who wowed a packed house at St. John School of the 
Arts on Friday, April 15, playing with Alex Brown on piano, bassist Zach Brown, drummer Billy William and 
featuring the inimitable and 14-time Grammy winner Paquito D’Rivera, above on sax. With his parents in the 
audience, Victor’s brother Eric, above center singing, joined in the concert as well, making it a family affair. 

Victor Provost Quartet & 
Paquito D’Rivera Wow SJSA

Sahara 
Dust in the 
Caribbean: 
Effects & 
Impacts

Pages 2 & 12
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St. John Tradewinds
The VI Audubon Society’s last meeting of the season will be on 

Tuesday, April 26, at 7 p.m. on the second floor of The Marketplace.
The VI Audubon Society will be featuring a PBS special titled 

“The Nest” that is sure to amaze. 
Bird nests come in all shapes and sizes, crafted from an inex-

haustible diversity of materials, including fur, grasses, leaves, moss-
es, sticks and twigs, bones, wool, mud and spider silk. Quite a few 
also contain man-made materials – colorful twine, bits of wire, even 
plastic bags. Each one is a remarkable work of art, diverse nesting 
grounds to collect, co-built with just a beak!  

The film begins with a museum collection of nests and branches 
out to scenes in the wild all over the world, where birds arrive at, 
compete for, reject, steal and begin to build with carefully selected 
materials, crafting homes for the all-important task of protecting 
their eggs and raising their young. 

During this bird nesting season on St. John we can appreciate the 
flurry of activity involved in insuring. All are welcome. 

Last Audubon Meeting 
of the Season is April 26

VIPD Commissioner will 
Meet with Residents

St. John Tradewinds
Attention St. John residents - V.I. Police Department Commis-

sioner Delroy Richards is accepting appointments on Thursday, 
April 21, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Anyone who has issues, con-
cerns or suggestions relative to the VIPD should contact Ms. Hol-
land at (340) 715-5506 for an appointment. This date was resched-
uled from March 31.

Week of the Young Child

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Andrea Milam

V.I. Department of Education 
officials joined the nation-wide 

observance of Week of the Young 
Child April 11-15. On St. John, 

celebrations included story hour at 
Elaine I. Sprauve Librbary, where 

JoAnn Hall, at left, read to Gifft Hill 
School preschool students. Wearing 

their “Week of the Young Child” 
T-shirts, the students and teachers 
gathered on the library steps for a 

photo, above.  
GHS Screening Short Films 
at Upper Campus April 18 

St. John Tradewinds
Gifft Hill School invites the public to the Upper Campus on 

Monday, April 18, at 6:30 p.m. for a viewing of four short films 
(each film is approximately 5 minutes).  

The series was produced by Island Institute in Maine, in partner-
ship with island communities around the United States, and is called 
“Climate of Change.”  

The films examine the effects on the fishing industry associated 
with climate change, including warming waters, lack of biodiver-
sity, and ocean acidification. Across New England and the nation, 
fishermen and scientists are observing notable shifts in the ecosys-
tem and dramatic changes on the water. These film screenings will 
help introduce shellfish aquaculture as an example of economic di-
versification for fishing communities and will prove to be excellent 
opportunities for relationship building and dialogue exchange on 
climate change. 

Call (340) 776-1730 for more information.



By Amy Roberts
St. John Tradewinds

It may be a matter of days, of weeks, or 
maybe months, but someday soon we’re go-
ing to look out our windows and instead of 
seeing glorious blue sky, we’ll see a veil of 
haze instead.  

It may last for days, coating our screens 
with rust-colored dust, draining our sun-
sets of color, and leaving many of us with a 
sense of malaise.

It is dust from the Sahara desert and bor-
dering Sahel of Africa, making its way thou-
sands of miles across the Atlantic, through 
the Caribbean, all the way to Mainland, 
USA.

Its many effects are not well understood, 
but Ginger Garrison, who recently retired 
as a research marine ecologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey, has been trying to find 
out.

Garrison and other scientists recently 
completed a 15-year study which is summa-
rized in a video:  (http://coastal.er.usgs.gov/
african_dust/documentary.html). 

They were trying to determine if African 
dust has played any role in the decline in 
live coral on Caribbean reefs over the past 
few decades.  

Although they were unable to show any 
direct effects of African dust on living coral 
reefs, they found that the dust does transport 
living bacteria and fungi, as well as chemi-
cals that are known carcinogens, toxic to 
humans, or endocrine disruptors, including 
pesticides, metals, polyaromatic hydrocar-
bons (PAHS), and polychlorinated biphe-
nyls (PCBs).

Garrison first became interested in re-
searching the connection between “Sahara 
Sand” (as the dust is known locally) and the 
decline in coral reefs when she moved to 

the Virgin Islands with her husband John in 
1983 to run a dive charter business.

“With a white boat, the dust was obvi-
ous,” said Garrison, who started to wonder 
if the dust contained some nutrient input. 

When she took a job as a researcher with 
the Virgin Islands National Park several 
years later, the question loomed larger.  

“We kept finding diseases among corals 
and the growth of algae around populated 
and unpopulated islands,” Garrison said. 
“We wondered what regional-scale event 
could affect both.”

The question led to a study that began on 
St. John, then included Mali (West Africa), a 
known source of dust, where scientists took 
air samples. They compared these samples 
to those from the Cape Verde Islands (off 
the West Coast of Africa,) in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands (in the northeast Caribbean,) and in 
Trinidad and Tobago (in the southeast Ca-
ribbean.)

“We were able to use the ‘fingerprint’ of 
the metals to determine where the dust was 
from, and we confirmed it was from the Sa-
hara and Sahel of Africa and not from lo-
cal sources,” said Garrison. “In the Virgin 
Islands during dust periods, there were three 
to eight times more living organisms than in 
normal, clear air.”

It’s not just metals, manmade com-
pounds, and microorganisms that travel in 
the dust.  Two-inch long African desert lo-
custs “arrived alive” on Windward Islands 
in 1988.

Although scientists have not yet been 
able to prove a direct link between African 
dust and coral reef diseases, they did find 
low levels of a “suite of compounds that are 
known to be carcinogenic and toxic,” said 
Garrison. 

“They always occurred together — in a 

‘stew,’ and the toxicity of mixtures of these 
things has never been studied,” she said. 
“When you have an African dust event in 
the Caribbean, the amount of inhalable 
particles — smaller than two-and-a-half 
microns in diameter (PM2.5) exceeds U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency limits, 
which in the U.S. are almost twice levels al-
lowed in Europe.”  

And yes, Garrison confirmed, Europe 
also experiences African dust events.

It’s not only the composition of the Af-
rican dust that makes it a health hazard, ac-
cording to Garrison.  It’s the particle size as 
well.  

“Particles smaller than two-and-a-half 
microns in diameter (PM2.5) can be inhaled 
into the smallest areas of the lungs,” she 
said. “Increases of PM2.5 (and smaller) par-
ticles in the air are associated with increased 
mortality and hospital admissions for heart 
attack, strokes and pulmonary issues.”

When the researchers studied the metals 
in African dust (including iron, which gives 
the dust its rusty, reddish color,) they found 
changes occur during the trip from Africa to 
the Caribbean that make some metals more 
active biologically or toxic.

Some metals which are toxic in fine 
particles are not as toxic in larger particles 
mainly because they do not get deep into the 
lungs where they can cause inflammation, 
which may be one way they lead to heart 
attacks and strokes.

Garrison emphasized that there is no 
evidence that African dust causes asthma, 
which is a complex disease, but that dust 
can trigger or exacerbate the symptoms.  

“Asthma sufferers, and anyone with 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD) or heart issues, should stay inside 
during Saharan dust conditions,” she said. 

Garrison further warned anyone from ex-
ercising outdoors when reddish dust is vis-
ible in the air.

“We all need iron to live, but it’s a mat-
ter of not wanting fine particles of it in your 
lungs,” she said.

See related stories on Pages 12.
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Dust from the Sahara in the Caribbean 
A Reminder of Global Effects on Small Islands Far, Far Away

St. John Tradewinds News Photos courtesy of Ginger Garrison

Ginger Garrison, above, is seen training someone how to take 
microsamples in the Cape Verde Islands to determine the makeup of dust, 

which reaches the Caribbean and can be seen off North Shore, at left. 
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Senate Meets to Consider Zoning Change for Coral Bay
By Amy Roberts

St. John Tradewinds
An upcoming decision by the Virgin Is-

lands Legislature to approve or deny a zon-
ing change in Coral Bay could determine 
the future of this quiet community on the 
East End of St. John.

The Committee of the Whole met on 
April 12 to hear testimony from the Mora-
vian Church V.I. Conference which has 
formed a partnership with T-Rex, LLC to 
develop nearly 11 acres of church property 
for a marina and condominium resort.

The Moravian Church Conference of the 
Virgin Islands is seeking a zoning change 
for one parcel of the property — about sev-
en acres — which is critical for the develop-
ment’s viability.

The parcel, which runs along the water-
front in Coral Bay, is currently zoned for 
three different purposes: R-2, residential 
low density; W-1, waterfront recreational; 
and W-2, waterfront industrial.

The Moravian Church Conference is pe-
titioning to change the zoning of the entire 
parcel to W-1 which would allow T-Rex to 
construct 89 units for a hotel-condominium. 
By law, all zoning changes must be ap-
proved by the V.I. legislature.

The parcel, locally known as “the flats” 
and “the ballfield,” has been maintained as 
open space for centuries and been used by 
the community for numerous public activi-
ties.

The issue has been controversial, and 
Senate President Neville James was deter-
mined to give members of the community 
the opportunity to testify after each of the 
12 senators in attendance took a turn ques-
tioning representatives from the Moravian 
Church, the T-Rex development team, and 

the Department of Planning and Natural Re-
sources.

The meeting was scheduled to begin at 6 
p.m., did not end until 11:30 p.m. Special 
arrangements for a late ferry were made so 
that participants from St. Thomas could get 
back to that island.

Senate President James reminded those 
in attendance that the purpose of the com-
mittee meeting was solely to take testimony, 
and that no decision would be made during 
the meeting. The Senate will vote on issue 
at a future date.

He also reminded the public that the issue 
before the committee was only the proposed 
zoning change, not whether or not the Sen-
ate would approve the T-Rex’s plans to de-
velop a condominium resort and a marina. 

“What’s before us is a petition from the 
Moravian Church, not T-Rex,” said James. 
“They could be gone tomorrow.” 

Once a zoning change has been granted, 
the right to develop the property to the full 
extent of the zoning guidelines remains with 
the owner.

Department of Planning and Natural Re-
sources supports the zoning request, DPNR 
Commissioner Dawn Henry said at the 
meeting.

The Senate must vote on the separate ho-
tel and marina plans after the project is vet-
ted by multiple local and federal agencies, 
including Army Corps of Engineers and St. 
John Coastal Zone Management Board.

Moravian Church and T-Rex History
The Moravian Church was first estab-

lished in the Virgin Islands in 1732. It has a 
proud history which includes the construc-
tion of schools to educate enslaved Afri-
cans. In recent years, the Church has found 
itself in the situation that many native Virgin 
Islands families are now facing: they’re land 
rich and cash poor.

The Moravian Church V.I. Conference is 

the steward for nearly 150 acres of property 
throughout the Virgin Islands, including the 
Emmaus Moravian Church which is situ-
ated on a hill in Coral Bay just above the 
parcel under discussion.

Finding the funds to maintain their his-
toric churches and schools has been chal-
lenging, and the Moravian Church VI 
Conference has worked with the Eastern 
Caribbean Conference (including Moravian 
congregations in six Caribbean nations) to 
develop income-generating projects. The 
Nisky Shopping Center on St. Thomas is 
one such project.

Spurred by the building boom on St. John, 
the church began to seek a developer for its 
surrounding property in Coral Bay in 2004, 
and in 2007 they entered into a partnership 
with T-Rex, LLC (also known as Sirius) for 
the development of 38,000 square feet of 
waterfront property.  

The property was leased to T-Rex for 
99 years, according to Samuel Rymer, the 
property manager for the Moravian Church. 

“The value of the lease is determined by 
how it is developed; the income is derived 
from a percentage of commodities sold and 
leased on the property,” he said. 

The Oxholm map of 1800 indicates the 
historic use of the land as open space. Ac-
cording to (now deceased) historian Ra-
fael “Lito” Valls, the flat land was used as 
a “kraal,” the Danish word for “corral”—a 
pen for livestock. The name “Coral Bay” 
derives from this usage.

The Moravian church has always valued 
unity among its members, but the issue of 
developing the church land in Coral Bay has 
caused controversy within the Emmaus con-
gregation.  

“The land does not belong to the [Em-
maus] congregation,” said Eulencine Chris-
topher, the superintendent of the churches 
within the U.S. and British Virgin Islands. 

“We do have persons who do not want to see 
development of Coral Bay. Some will work 
with us. Some do not. We try for unity.”

“They have a layer of politics that di-
vides the people in the congregations,” said 
Senator Myron Jackson, who took the op-
portunity to chide the Moravians for “their 
lack of resources, vision, stewardship, and 
appreciation.” 

“For the past 20 years, I’ve asked the 
Moravians to be better custodians of their 
property,” said Jackson. 

Jackson said that the Moravians own 
many historical properties that could gen-
erate income from tourists who are seeking 
cultural experiences.  

“When you come to [Coral Bay] you see 
something special that would be lost on the 
eve of the Centennial,” he said, referring to 
next year’s 100-year anniversary of the ter-
ritory’s acquisition by the United States.

Overall Plans for Marina and Resort
A proposal for a marina was submitted to 

the Army Corps of Engineers in December 
2015. That plan, which is separate from the 
hotel-condominium resort, calls for con-
struction of a bulkhead, concrete and float-
ing docks to accommodate nearly 90 boats, 
a fuel dock, a boat service area, a waste-
water treatment facility, a reverse osmosis 
water plant (which is now under question,) 
sewage pump-out facilities, two buildings, 
underwater fuel tanks, an emergency gen-
erator, and a two-level parking deck for 60 
cars.

The proposal for the hotel-condominium 
includes 89 one and two-story “cottages” 
clustered around courtyards, according to 
John Woods, an architect with the Jaredian 
Design Group which has been developing 
plans for both the marina and the resort.  He 
said some units may be three stories high, 
but the slope of the property will reduce the 
apparent height of the buildings.

 Continued on Next Page - 
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Senate Considers Zoning, Cont.

ATTENTION: 
St. John Tradewinds’ Next Deadline is:

April 28th

The Question of Open Space
Although the plans for the proposed resort will 

not impede the view of the water from the Emmaus 
Moravian Church, the condominium units will block 
the view from the road except for special “visual cor-
ridors” which are part of the design.

Furthermore, the construction of the condominium 
units will significantly decrease the size of the open 
space, known as “the flats,” between the Emmaus 
Moravian Church and the waterfront. Woods said that 
the developers have already reduced the hotel’s foot-
print in response to community concerns and that an 
acre and a half will remain as open space.  

“It will accommodate seating for 500 people, but it 
will not be enough for a ballfield,” Woods said.

T-Rex plans to create space for a community ball-
park on what’s known as “LaLa Land,” undeveloped 
land across the road from the proposed resort. Upon 
questioning from Senator Marvin Blyden, Woods ac-
knowledged that the area proposed for the relocation 
of the ballfield is a floodplain, and the current design 
does not provide for a view of the water from there.

When the community was invited to testify during 
the last hour of the Senate meeting, Lucia  Francis, a 
native St. Johnian, spoke out against the location of 
the condominiums and the relocation of the ballfield 
of the development.  

“I hate it when we push our people off into the cor-
ner into a flood zone,” said Francis. “Why can’t we 
have the waterfront property? Put [the resort] on the 
hillside behind the Moravian Church.”

“Maybe you who don’t live in Coral Bay don’t un-
derstand our passion,” she said. “Please respect our 
congregation. I’m begging you, put it at the rear of 
the church.”

Economic Issues
When Senator Jean Forde asked about the number 

of jobs the development would provide, Woods re-
plied that it was a guess.

 “It’s a guess,” said Woods. “I’d say about 60 to 70, 
and about 100 during construction.”

“The project has been around for a while,” said 
Senator-at-Large Almando “Rocky” Liburd. “The 
Church is maximizing its potential with this project.  
I don’t have a problem with that.”

“The ballfield is the only thing that creates an is-
sue,” said Liburd. “While this [development] may 
not be the best thing, it starts the process. Too many 
people have been priced out of this place. All I ask is 
for more community involvement.”

The potential for jobs is one reason that Ann Prince-
Hendrickson, who identified herself as a “sixth-gen-
eration St. Johnian,” gave for testifying in favor of the 
zoning change for the proposed development.  

“A large number of native St. Johnians have moved 
out of the area,” said Hendrickson. “Thirty, 40, 50 
jobs are better than none.”

Senator Nereida “Nellie” Rivera-O’Reilly, who at-
tended the meeting through video-conferencing from 
St. Croix, asked about plans to create jobs and rebuild 
some of the distressed church properties on St. Croix.  

“Can I ask that you channel some of your efforts to 
St. Croix,” said O’Reilly.

T-Rex will likely seek tax benefits under the EDC 
program, Woods said.

A question concerning whether or not the Mora-
vian Church was up to date on payment of its property 
taxes led to much discussion. 

“We paid $50,000 for 18 parcels last year,” said 
Rhymer, “and we are prepared to pay this year; we 
just haven’t received the bill.” 

A dispute about the value some church properties, 
including cemeteries, is one reason the bills have 
been delayed, he said. Senator Kurt Vialet spoke in 
favor of the zoning change.   

Upon learning at the meeting that the Church was 
currently collecting rent from a food truck and a res-
taurant on part of its property in Coral Bay that is not 
zoned for business, Vialet expressed concern.

Like several others, he said he was looking forward 
to the development of the marina because it would 
lead to cleaning up the waterfront area.  

“The boat owners are dumping their sewage and 
smelling up the harbor,” he said.

The proposal for the marina includes sewage 
pump-out facilities for boaters. It’s unclear to what 
extent the lack of such facilities has contributed to the 
foul smell that often emanates from the mangroves in 
Coral Bay harbor.  The odor may be caused by natural 
events including the unusually large buildup of Sar-
gassum seaweed.

Yvonne Wells, who described herself as an indig-
enous Virgin Islander and a nearby resident of the 
proposed development, said a portion of the 11-acre 
property that has been leased to T-Rex belongs to the 
territory and not the Moravian Church. She said that 
portion was submerged land that was used to store the 
fill when the Centerline Road (Route 10) was con-
structed. Submerged lands belong to the government 
by law.

Comprehensive Land and Water Use Planning
The T-Rex-Sirius marina and resort are not the 

only proposals for Coral Bay. The Summer’s End 
Group is actively pursuing plans to build a 144-slip 
marina which would be located directly across from 
T-Rex’s marina. If both were built as proposed, Coral 
Bay would have marinas with a total of more than 
230 slips. 

When Senator Positive Nelson asked whether both 
T-Rex’s and Summer’s End Group’s marinas could 
co-exist, Moravian Church Superintendent Christo-
pher responded yes. 

“The executive board met with SEG, and we did 
decide that the two projects are viable,” said Chris-
topher.

Sharon Coldren, president of the Coral Bay Com-
munity Council, addressed the issue of the territory’s 
lack of integrated planning. In 2013, CBCC sought 
advice from the American Institute of Architects to 
work with the community to develop a vision for the 
future of Coral Bay. Neither of the large-scale devel-
opments fits their vision which calls for “small-scale 
development and entrepreneurial opportunities.”

Senator Janette Millin Young said that the Senate 
was working on a revised zoning plan which must be 
completed before a Comprehensive Land and Water 
Use plan could be developed. The last Comprehen-
sive Land and Water Use plan was passed in 1972.

For more information about development issues in 
Coral Bay go to www.savecoralbay.com.

 Continued from Previous Page - 
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Crushed leaves from the native “bay rum” tree (of-

ficially Pimenta racemosa) produce what is probably 
the most commonly recognized smell associated with 
St. John. A walk in the woods can be a bewildering 
blur of similar-looking green leaves, but once you 
have been introduced to the scent of bay rum, you are 
pretty sure to remember that tree. 

Your nose has direct links to two brain areas 
strongly associated with emotion and memory — the 
amygdala and hippocampus. As a result smells are 
processed very differently than information coming 
in from vision, touch and sound. When recalled, they 
are also much more likely to produce a feeling of be-
ing transported back to another time and place. 

When I first smelled the bay rum leaves myself, I 
had a sudden image of my father in New York in the 
early 1960s, freshly shaved and dressed in his suit, 
leaning down to kiss me on his way off to work in the 
morning. Bay rum was used to make a very popular 
aftershave lotion.  

As it turns out, leaves from trees cultivated on St. 
John were the source of almost all the bay oil used to 
make the aftershave lotion, which became an impor-
tant export business. The soil and climate here sup-
ported large groves of bay rum trees that produced ex-
ceptionally fine oil. An article posted on the St. John 
Historical Society website reports that in the early 
1900s about 4000 quarts of bay oil per year were pro-
duced on St. John. 

You can see the remains of a commercial bay rum 
distillery across the road from the entrance to Cinna-
mon Bay beach. Along the nearby loop trail into the 
forest there are many of the fragrant bay rum trees, 
easily recognizable by their distinctive bark that looks 
like a cinnamon stick.       

A company on St. Thomas still produces “St. Johns 
Bay Rum” in bottles covered with woven palm fronds, 
though most of the oil is now produced on Dominica.

As part of the Unitarians’ Tree Appreciation Proj-
ect, my friend Jim Wilcox decided he would grow a 
bay rum tree at home in a pot. He recalled going on 
a guided hike at Cinnamon Bay and enjoying experi-
encing the smell of the crushed bay rum leaves there 
for the first time. Jim also decided to make his own 
aftershave lotion.

He found a simple recipe on a website called “The 

Art of Manliness”:
Bay Rum Aftershave
4 ounces vodka
2 tablespoons rum 
2 dried bay leaves (Pimenta racemosa) 
1/4 teaspoon allspice
1 stick of cinnamon, broken in pieces
Fresh zest from a small orange
Combine all ingredients in a bottle or jar with a 

tightly fitting lid. Put the closed container in a dark, 
cool place (not in the refrigerator) for two weeks. 
This allows the alcohol to extract the essential oils 
from the bay leaves. After two weeks, strain the mix-
ture through several layers of coffee filters. Put in a 
nice bottle and splash on face after shaving.

The website states that “The history of bay rum is 
as manly as it smells.” Their story is that sailors in 
the 16th century used to rub themselves with West 
Indies bay leaves to mask the stink they acquired after 
months at sea. Then some sailor got the idea of steep-
ing the bay leaves in rum to extract the essential oils 
and make an easy-to-apply fragrance. (I have to think 
the ladies in port were very grateful for that.) Later, 
the islanders supposedly began adding spices and or-
ange zest to the mix.   

Jim let me try a dab of his home-brewed bay rum 
lotion, which felt particularly fresh and cooling be-
hind my ears on a hot afternoon. Maybe not just suit-
able for men, I thought. 

A second batch he had in the works also included 
vodka as a main ingredient, plus the bay leaves and 
rum, but he had added more spices and orange zest. 
It was wrapped in athletic socks to keep out the light, 
and stored under the counter. This reminded me of the 
bottle of “glugg” my Swedish father kept under his 
desk at home. Not surprising, since glugg is a mix of 
wine and aquavit (a Norse liquor which, like vodka, 
is distilled from grain or potatoes) plus cinnamon, 
cloves and orange peel. Probably the alcohol smell 
would mellow by the time it was ready to use, though 
if not, maybe that would add to its ‘‘manly” allure.

Gail is an environmental lawyer and author of The 
Wild Life in an Island House. gkarlsson@att.net. For 
more information on the Unitarian Tree Appreciation 
Project, go to http://uufstjohn.com/treeproject/ or the 
Facebook page “UUF Tree Appreciation Project St. 
John VI.”
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Connecting with Nature
by Gail Karlsson

A Manly Scent from the St. John Forest

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by 
Gail Karlsson

Jim Wilcox shows off his 
baby bay rum tree, above. 
Jim used a recipe from the 
website “The Art of Manli-

ess” to create a home-
brewed bay rum lotion, 

below.

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by 
Gail Karlsson

Bay rum trees, above, 
and a bay rum tree in 

flower, far right. 
At a March 2016, St. John 

Historical Society event, 
Eleanor Gibney 

provided a display of old 
time bay rum bottles, near 

right.  
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ATTENTION!
the next deadline for 

submitting to

St. John 
Tradewinds

is:
 Thursday,
April  28th

Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

Island Green Living 
by Lovango Cay resident Dan Boyd

A Few Ideas for WMA
St. John Tradewinds

I am still dismayed at Waste Management Authority asking for tipping fees when we are throwing away so 
many valuable commodities.

We have huge heaps of tires at the Susannaburg Transfer Station and at the Bovoni Landfill. They can be 
ground down to rubber crumb and used in all asphalt projects throughout the territory. They will help the roads 
last up to five times longer and they will also help achieve better stopping and cornering capabilities. This is 
something the VI Government can mandate for any companies bidding on Government road projects.

These piles of tires sitting around are not just a waste of money, they are also a health risk due to mosquito 
breeding with Zika and Dengue possibilities. 

The value of scrap aluminum is about $0.32 to $0.44 cents per pound. It takes about 34 aluminum cans to 
make a pound. Just think, three cases of canned beer and you would have about $1! I am sure that many bars 
and restaurants generate considerable amounts of empty cans.

All glass could be crushed, ground down and sold for additives into concrete or asphalt. Larger crushed 
pieces could be resold for backfill material in foundations and retaining walls. Crushed glass stateside resells 
for about $5 per pound.

Cardboard and paper are easily bundled and sold for recycled paper products, which can run around $9.48 
per ton. 

Food products, wood and organic matter can make wonderful compost. Screened compost can sell as high 
as $60 per ton.

I think you may get the idea that we can make money out of our trash instead of just plowing it over into 
our landfill or asking for tipping fees. 

No, I do not think that we can zero out our Waste Management bill but we can certainly take a big dent out 
of it and also help the environment while we are at it.

Also please keep in mind to reduce your input to the waste stream. The less that is put in, the less is the 
environmental damage potential.

For a greener tomorrow.
Dan Boyd of Island Solar is a Virgin Islands Energy Office authorized vendor. For more information call 

Boyd on his cell phone at 340-626-9685 or by email at islandsolarvi@gmail.com.

Mark Your 
Calendar: 
Broadway 

Comes to St. 
John April 22

& 23

St. John Tradewinds
Permit applications from V.I. National Park for mariners wishing to register their vessel for mooring in Hur-

ricane Hole during the 2016 hurricane season are now available.
Vessel owners who were permitted to use a storm mooring in Hurricane Hole during 2015 and who wish to 

retain their storm mooring berth for the 2016 season may obtain an application at https://www.nps.gov/vicr/
learn/management/hurricane-hole-storm-refuge.htm. 

Completed applications may be sent via e-mail (viis_storm_permits@nps.gov), U.S. Mail, or delivered in 
person at the park visitor center between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. and must be received by the park by May 26. 
Applications may be mailed to Virgin Islands National Park, 1300 Cruz Bay Creek, St John, VI 00830. The 
NPS will issue a new permit upon receipt of the application and verification of the 2015 berth assignment.

A drawing will be held for all open berths on June 4, beginning at 9 a.m. at the pavilion in front of the NPS 
Visitor Center in Cruz Bay.

Any vessel owner who was issued a temporary permit last year may contact the park if interested in retain-
ing the storm mooring berth for which they were issued the temporary permit, in the event that the original 
permittee decides to relinquish the berth for another year. Should the original permittee elect to utilize that 
berth this year, the temporary permit holder would need to participate in the June 4 drawing to compete for 
open berths.

Note that if a vessel was sold or transferred during the past year, it is the vessel which retains the storm 
mooring berth and not the past owner. 

Please review the user’s guide at https://www.nps.gov/vicr/learn/management/hurricane-hole-storm-refuge.
htm or contact Esther Francis at (340) 693-8950, ext. 232, for more information.

VINP Now Accepting Applications 
for Hurricane Hole Moorings
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By Andrea Milam
St. John Tradewinds

After spending a significant amount of money to bring 
her son, 11-year-old Lincoln Sinclair, to a Trinidad and 
Tobago golf tournament, St. John mother Jennifer Sinclair 
was struck with an idea — she hopes to found a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to helping island athletes travel to 
tournaments and competitions. 

Though their journey to the southernmost part of the 
Caribbean island chain was aided by donations from The 
Caribbean Golf Association, the Hugh Smith Jr. Fundraiser, 
and the St. Thomas St. John Ladies Golf Association, the 
Sinclair family, which owns Copeland Charters, still paid 
more than $1,000 out of pocket for their son to experience 
the tournament. 

The Sinclairs’ experience is not unique among the fami-
lies of young St. John athletes; every off-island tournament 
or competition they attend in the hopes of furthering their 
young athlete’s career incurs travel costs of several hun-
dred dollars to more than $1,000. 

“I know so many families on St. John whose kids play 
tennis, or soccer, or they sail, and it breaks them to go to 
these competitions, or else they just can’t go,” said Jen-
nifer. “In the states, Lincoln was playing golf tournaments 
every week because there, you can pile kids in a minivan 
and drive three states away affordably. Kids on St. John 
who are at the competitive level should have as much op-
portunity as possible to advance and compete.”

“If the kids are showing the drive, dedication, passion, 
and skill, they should be able to travel to these off-island 
competitions so they can be recognized and possibly play 
college sports, professional sports, or even go to the Olym-

pics,” she added.
Lincoln made the long trip and money spent worth it by 

finishing a respectable 10th out of 18 boys in his age group 
at the three-day 18-hole Republic Bank Caribbean Junior 
Golf Open Championship, and he even won the Spirit of 
Sport award for his excellent sportsmanship. 

“It was hard,” Lincoln said of the tournament. “My long 
game was better. By the end of the tournament, I was ex-
hausted.”

Lincoln, who practices one to three times a week at the 
Mahogany Run Golf Course on St. Thomas with coach 
Art Egger, handled the long days of golfing with grace, his 
mother explained.

“We were delayed getting there and he didn’t get to play 
the very tough course before it was time to compete, but 
he played very well and I was impressed with how he held 
it together when he wasn’t playing as well as he usually 
does,” said Jennifer. “Not only was this three days in a row 
of playing 18 holes, he had to pull his own golf bag. Parents 
couldn’t help or coach the players’ decisions, so this was 
the first time he’s ever been totally left on his own to make 
decisions during a tournament.”

Though this was Lincoln’s first tournament since mov-
ing to St. John a year ago, there are several that he could 
have participated in if the funds were available, Jennifer 
explained. Next, he hopes to compete in a Puerto Rico tour-
nament in June and a Barbados tournament in July. 

“There are at least two or three San Juan kids golf tour-
naments over the next two months that if we could get to, 
we’d go in a second,” Jennifer said. “We’re very grateful 
for the help we got in getting to the Trinidad tournament, 
we just wish it wasn’t so difficult to find funding. We’d like 

more kids to be able to participate in off-island competi-
tions.”

To contact Jennifer for collaboration or support of her 
idea of a nonprofit organization for St. John athletes, call 
her at 435-659-1125.

Trinidad Golf Tournament Spurs Idea for Nonprofit Support of Island Athletes

• Convenient cozy 
apartments and 
effi ciencies with AC

• Flat screen TV, 
satellite TV & Wi-Fi

• Easy access, most 
walking distance to 
Coral Bay & bus stop 

• Close to restaurants 
and activities

LESS THAN WEEKLY RENTALS AVAILABLE

Windspree Property 
Management

& Vacation Homes
Exclusively Coral Bay Vacation

Rentals & Property Management
St. John, U.S.Virgin Islands

 1.888.742.0357  •  340.693.5423
     Book on-line  www.windspree.com

GET AWAY TO CORAL BAY
FOR AN ISLAND STAYCATION

CORAL BAY 

Photo by Don Hebert  Crow’s Nest

St. John Tradewinds News Photo courtesy of the Sinclair Family 

Gifft Hill School student Lincoln Sinclair,
above, had a great experience and won the 

Spirit of the Sport award at the golf tournament.
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Broadway Comes to St. John Set to Wow Audiences 
with “A Disney Dream” April 22 & 23 

St. John Tradewinds 
News Photo by Judi Shimel

St. John Tradewinds
“A Disney Dream,” an original musical hosted by St. John School of the Arts, marks the 

sixth year of “Broadway Comes to St. John” and this year promises to be the best show 
ever!  

This year’s children have come into the fourth grade with the clear anticipation that “this 
is my year to be a star” on stage at the Westin. 

Fourth graders from across St. John have spent the last few weeks training with Broad-
way actors and choreographers — who all donate their time — preparing for “A Disney 
Dream.” SJSA will present three shows at the Westin this year.

Friday, April 22, at 6 p.m., parents of the fourth graders and senior citizens are invited. 
At 8 p.m. on April 22, the community is invited to come out and support these amazing 
children and young rising stars for $20 per ticket.

SJSA will host the Angel Ticket and Premier Show on Saturday, April 23, at 6 p.m.. 
These tickets are $200 each and include a champagne reception, dinner and the show. This 
night is St. John School of the Arts’ major fundraiser of the year.

The sheer number of props and costumes for this year’s show has taken over Off-Broad-
way, the home of Pat & Ronnie Lee, where the New York actors reside during the weeks 
they spend on the island to create and teach “A Disney Dream,”

“The students started rehearsal last week and I have never seen such focused and excited 
fourth graders,” said SJSA Executive Director Kim Wild. 

 All schools came together two weeks ago to meet two of the actors and watched last 
year’s production.  

“I think having them come together before rehearsals really made a difference in their 
expectations and gave them a realistic goal,” said Wild. “They could actually see the end 

product watching last year’s show, which really sparked their interest and energy.”
Anyone who can’t come to the fundraiser, should consider supporting SJSA, its students 

and programming, by buying raffle tickets. 
Tickets for the “St. John Goes to Broadway” Raffle are $100 include airfare for two, a 

three night stay at a Manhattan Hotel, a Broadway show (two prime location tickets to a 
Broadway show other than “Hamilton,” subject to selection) and dinner for two at Vice 
Versa.  

This year SJSA officials are also offering incredible raffle packages at $25 per ticket. 
These packages include  Stay Out of the Kitchen for a Week, courtesy of seven famous 
St. John Restaurants; Cute Cozy Cottage, Courtesy of: Jennifer Troisi, Snorkel Spot, and 
Ocean Grill; Treat Yourself, courtesy of Mandy Taylor, Grapevine Salon and Snorkel Spot; 
Soggy Dollar, courtesy of Jerry and Tish O’Connell-Soggy Dollar and Inter Island Boat 
Services; Shopping Spree, courtesy of Starfish Market; Handyman, courtesy of ABC Con-
struction Corp. and St. John Hardware.  

 The drawing for the $25 Raffle, the $100 Angel Raffle and the special Virgin Extrava-
ganza Raffle (exclusively for early bird Angel ticket purchasers) will be on April 23 at the 
Angel Dinner and Premier.

Also, the night of the Angel Dinner and Premier there will be two auction items up for 
bid. The Wine Room for a Special Dinner with wine pairings for 12 and two prime location 
tickets for a date of your choice in 2017 for the hottest show on Broadway, “Hamilton.”  

Come and see why “Broadway Comes to St. John” continues to be one of the most spe-
cial nights of entertainment on St. John!  

Support our children and positive programming for them — the arts. For more informa-
tion call (340) 779-4322 or visit www.stjohnschoolofthearts.org
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St. John Tradewinds
 Until the coming of trucks and cars in the 1950s, transportation was the duty of donkeys and before that 

donkeys and mules. Both had a role in working on the plantations. 
In a recent book on United States Presidents entitled, “Hail to the Chiefs,” by Barbara Holland published 

by Berkley Books, New York 2003; George Washington on his return from serving as our First President and 
with the task of establishing his farming efforts at Mt. Vernon, opened one of the nation’s largest distilleries. 
He felt this was a good alternative to waiting on rum from the West Indies and the ideal and most profitable 
use of the fields of rye and corn. 

He researched thoroughly and chose mules and donkeys for his beasts of burden. Citizen Lafayette pre-
sented Washington with a black mule donkey named “The Knight of Malta” which had the ferocity of a tiger 
and the testosterone to match. 

These animals were prominent in history, carrying the Spanish treasures across the Isthmus of Panama, car-
rying civilization west along the canal system and in mule trains across the Great Plains. 

In the Virgin Islands they powered the mills that ground sugar cane, releasing their juice that drove the world 
economy. The chart at right shows the inventories of mules at Caneel Bay. Needless to say, with the decline of 
plantations, the departure of the Danes and the continuing need for transportation, donkeys on St. John fit the 
bill for farming.

The mule is, in a sense, one of mankind’s earliest attempts at genetic engineering. It is a hybrid cross be-
tween the horse and the donkey. Physically and mentally, the mule is a blend of its two parents, with sometimes 
the characteristics predominating of its maternal parent, the mare, or sometimes its paternal parent, the donkey. 

But there is something more. We call it “hybrid vigor,” It is this hybrid vigor that has made the mule so use-
ful to mankind, because in meeting human needs, the mule often exceeds either parent in its qualities. 

Perhaps mules should be brought back to St. John to help the park to patrol the back country as well as to 
provide surefooted mounts and a steady gait for those who can no longer hike. The existing St. John donkeys 
could be the basis of a new mule breeding program. 

It would bring a new purpose for the old roads that cover this island and it would open the park well beyond 
the beaches for additional recreational resources.  

Beasts of Burden

Caneel Bay  
Date of Inventory  Number of Mules    Value
1802   29 mules @ 11 Joes each  $3,987
1803   24 mules @ 12 Joes each  $4,050
1821    32 mules    $6,000
1822    30 mules $200 each   $6,000
1830    22 mules   $3,235 
1833    22 mules    $3,235 
1835    20 mules @ $140 each   $2,812 
1859    9 mules @ $80 each   $720 
1863    12 mules 

St. John Tradewinds News Photos 

Donkey riders enjoying the Caneel Factory ruins, 
above. A chart, below, shows the inventories of mules at 

Caneel Bay.

Dax Chouiniere Wins ST/J 
District Spelling Bee

By Judi Shimel
St. John Tradewinds

Seven-year-old Dax Chouiniere hoists the trophy, at left, as the winner of the 2016 St. Thomas/St. John District Primary 
Spelling Bee.

Dax, a student at Gifft Hill School proved himself to be the comeback kid, when the dominant speller from the E. Bemjamin 
Oliver Elementary School flubbed a word, prompting an extra round. 

Dax won by spelling the word “Sprain” correctly.
Mother Andrea Chouiniere, at left with the spelling be champ, was on hand at the moment of victory.
Congratulations Dax!
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PO BOX 429, ST. JOHN, VI . 774-1625 . ACROSS FROM LIBRARY

U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

501 (3) c
NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION

JAZZ is a female 
pit-boxer around 
2-years-old
and does well with 
other dogs. She 
also does well 
with children. 
Jazz is undergoing 
heartworm 
treatment and 
will make a full 
recovery.

By Judi Shimel
St. John Tradewinds

Twenty-five St. John students 
attending the Julius E. Sprauve 
School this summer are expected 
to take part in a pilot program de-
signed to improve their reading 
skills. 

Participation of JESS, along 
with two schools from St. Thomas 
and two from St. Croix, was an-
nounced at an April 12 press con-
ference hosted by Lt. Gov. Osbert 
Potter.

Potter joined Education Com-
missioner Sharon McCollomb and 
Dee Baecher-Brown of the Com-
munity Foundation of the Virgin 
Islands in announcing the intro-
duction of the Freedom School 
program to the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Under the summer pilot pro-
gram five public schools — two on 
St. Croix, two on St. Thomas and 
one on St. John — will lead 125 
students, grades K to 3rd through 
an enhanced reading curriculum.  
The program sites are Juanita Gar-
dine Elementary and Claude O. 
Markoe Schools on St. Croix, Ulla 
Muller and Lockhart Elementary 
Schools on St. Thomas and JESS 
on St. John.

The primary school enhanced 
summer reading instruction is ex-
pected to run from June 27 to Au-
gust. 5. 

An estimated 12,700 students 
in 107 cities and 28 U.S. states are 
expected to have enhanced reading 
education through the CDF Free-
dom School summer program this 
year. The program’s stated goal is 
“helping to curb summer learning 
loss and close achievement gaps,” 
according to the CDF website.

Potter said CDF Freedom 

School reflects some of the earliest 
goals expressed by the administra-
tion of Gov. Kenneth Mapp, pro-
moting greater reading proficiency 
among the very young.

The lieutenant governor thanked 
the education commissioner and 
the CFVI director for their support 
in bringing CDF Freedom Schools 
to the territory.

“If you believe, they way I 
believe, that the statistics mean 
something and if youngsters are 
able to read competently at the 
12th grade level when they reach 
the 3rd Grade then  no matter what 
the dollar amount is — if we can 
reach the youngsters at this level 
— it is money well spent,” Potter 
said.

Educators teaching the curricu-
lum have to undergo training con-
sistent with CDF Freedom School 
guidelines. The idea is to associate 
reading with fun filled activities so 
that reading becomes something 
students look forward to.

Addelita Cancryn Junior High 
School Principal Lisa Hassel Ford, 
the pilot program director, said 
children chosen to participate will 
be those most in need of help with 
developing reading skills. As a re-
sult of undergoing the specialized 
training. 

“What we have had is a reorien-
tation of how we approach educa-
tion,” Ford said.

The program also calls for the 
participation of 21 “servant lead-
ers,” including two veteran educa-
tors and two college students, Mc 
Collomb said.

Potter pointed to studies that 
suggest those students who do 
not become reading proficient by 
Grade 3 are more likely to drop 

out of school. Those who drop out, 
are more likely to suffer negative 
socialization and imprisonment, 
he said.

The Mapp Administration wants 
to reverse this trend by increasing 
the number of young students who 
read well, Potter explained.

CFVI has worked for more than 
decade to improve early childhood 
learning in the Virgin Islands, ac-
cording to Baecher-Brown. 

Since 2001 CFVI has published 
the annual Kids Count data sum-
mary offering insights about the 
well being of VI children, she said.

In this instance, CFVI will serve 
by acting as a fiscal sponsor. Be-
cause of the financial constraints 
facing the administration, Potter 
said it will be important to attract 
donations from willing companies 
and individuals.

So far six companies receiving 
tax exempt benefits from the Eco-
nomic Development Commission 
have made contributions toward 
the projected $150,000 cost of the 
program, according to Wean Far-
rell, chief policy advisor to the 
lieutenant governor.

One company, Oson VI, LLC., 
has donated $20,000, Farrell said.

Government House and Depart-
ment of Education have worked 
together for several years, encour-
aging students to read more during 
their summer vacations. The Gov-
ernor’s Summer Reading Program 
has urged students to “Read Five” 
books each summer for students, 
Grades K to 6.

Existing summer reading pro-
grams will continue alongside the 
CDF Freedom School, McCol-
lomb added.

A Subsidiary of Caribbean Solar Company 

T a k e  C o n t r o l  o f  Y o u r  U t i l i t i e s !  

340-514-1712 - info@caribbeanmonitoring.com 
w w w . c a r i b b e a n m o n i t o r i n g . c o m  

 

 Electric Bill Verification Services 
 Net Meter Credit Monitoring  
 Remote Cistern Level Monitoring  
 Whole House Energy Monitoring 
 Solar Operations & Maintenance 

Contact Us Today for a Free Assessment  

New Summer Reading Program 
Coming to Julius E.Sprauve School

       340-690-6699        ST. JOHN       340-690-6699

• CLIMATE CONTROLLED
• 7-DAY ACCESS
• KEY PAD ACCESS / SELF LOCKING

• SAFE AND WELL LIT
• ON-SITE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
• YEARLY CONTRACT OR MONTH-TO-MONTH

  SELF STORAGE  SELF STORAGE
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN PALM PLAZA

Near the Westin & Across from the Gas Station in Chocolate Hole

Oceanfront Lot
Drastically Reduced!

East End .82 Acre. Flat Build
Priced to Sell at $595,000
Call Derick 404-219-0231

visit
www.stjohnoceanfrontlot.com
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JFLI 20th Anniversary 
Celebration is April 23

Dust from the Sahara in the Caribbean: A Cool New Tool 
Could Bring Answers

St. John Tradewinds
The community is invited to join the John’s Folly Learning Institute students, teachers, volunteers and sup-

porters as they celebrate the 20th anniversary of the institute on Saturday, April 23, at 11:30 a.m.
Come out to the beautiful south shore of St. John to celebrate the John’s Folly Learning Institute (JFLI), 

which has been offering summer programs for local youth for more than a decade. Join JFLI Founder Alvis 
Christian as he looks back on 20 years of supporting edcuation in an often overlooked area of the island.

The JFLI family will honor V.I. Fire Department St. John Deputy Chief Ernest Matthias during the cer-
emony. The afternoon will also feature music and a fantastic meal. 

See you there! 

By Amy Roberts
St. John Tradewinds

Scientists have identified around 30 coral diseases (or “disease-like states,”) but they 
have only identified the causes for six, according to the USGS video “The Effects of African 
Dust on Coral Reefs and Human Health.”

Researchers thought they would find that disease-causing agents originated in the dust 
from Africa, but so far, they have found no coral or human disease-causing organisms in 
dust samples taken in Africa or the Caribbean.

“The downwind samples are complicated, because you have local aerosolized microbes 
and then you have microbes that have come in the dust, and as of now, there is no good way 
to tell the source of a microorganism,” said  Christine Kellogg, a USGS researcher who 
spent some years on St. Thomas. 

“Garriet Smith isolated Aspergillus sydowii, which is a fungus that causes disease in sea 

fans, from a dust event in the Virgin Islands, but the question remains --is the source of that 
fungus local or long distance,” she cited as an example.

Fortunately, there’s a cool new tool that may provide answers. Researchers using mi-
croarray technology at Lawrence Berkeley National Lab have developed a chip that can 
identify 30,000 types of bacteria using the bacteria’s DNA. 

“Within 24 hours, we can identify the organisms present in a sample and then inform 
researchers at USGS which organisms are associated with dust and which organisms may 
be associated with coral disease,” said Eoin Brodie, a researcher at Lawrence Berkeley 
National Lab.  

Finding the sources of coral reef diseases may not save the corals.  After all, how do you 
stop the winds from transporting the hundreds of tons of dust that cross the ocean every 
year?

See related stories on Page 2 and below.

The Connection Between African Dust and Drought
By Amy Roberts

St. John Tradewinds
In 2015, the Virgin Islands went through a record-breaking drought and multiple Africa dust events. 
The drought was likely affected by several factors, including the El Nino event, which led to changes in global-scale ocean-atmosphere interactions, explained Ginger Garrison.
“Scientists have proved that the more fine particles you have in the air, the more rain is suppressed,” she said.
Usually particles in the atmosphere attract moisture, become heavy, and fall from the sky as raindrops, but this doesn’t happen when the particles are very small and very numerous.  

Each particle is too small to combine with enough water molecules to attain enough weight to become a raindrop. 
The air containing African dust, which is very dry and warm, leaves Africa about 11,000 feet above the land and sea. When a trough of low pressure starts to move off the African coast 

and develops some convection (where moist, warm air above the ocean rises into the atmosphere), the water vapor condenses in the cooler air aloft. The water vapor falls as rain, releasing 
energy which continues the process, developing clouds that extend higher and higher in the atmosphere.

“If a moist, rising air mass rises to meet the African dust-laden dry stable air mass, the convection is stopped, effectively preventing any development of a wave or depression,” said 
Garrison. “Once the disturbance moves away from the African dust mass influence, it may go on to intensify into a tropical storm.  But in an El Nino year, winds aloft blow strongly from 
the west, shearing the tops off any intensifying system.”

So in the summer of 2015, there were two strong inhibitors to storm development, African dust and the El Nino event. We didn’t get rain, we didn’t get a hurricane. All we got were 
days and days of unpleasant haze.

See related stories on Page 2 and above.

 
Join the Friends of Virgin Islands National Park in educating our island!  

Celebrate Earth Day on St. John!! Learn how you can make a difference by taking  green initi-
atives for your home, school, workplace, and community.  

Visit the Environmental Fair and learn to treat our land, ocean and reefs responsibly. Enjoy 
fun activities, environmental and recycling demonstrations, music, games, and prizes!! 

Environmental  Fair Schedule: 
-Litter Stomp Parade - 

from Julius E. Sprauve School to the Fair Grounds @ 9:00 a.m.   
-Earth Day Environmental Fair - 

@ NPS Ballpark 9:15 a.m.—1 p.m. 
-Litter Stomp Poster Contest — 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

EARTH DAY  
ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR 2016 

ST JOHN .  FRIDAY, APRIL 22          
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos 

Ruby Runik, center, was a star fast ball pitcher in high 
school and her memory lives on through scholarships to 

many girls including Nyiesha Smalls, above center row at 
far right, with the JESS volleyball team.

Ruby Rutnik Scholarship Fund Seeks 
Applicants and Donations

By Amy Roberts
St. John Tradewinds

One is a research biologist. One is a sign language interpreter. One a health care manager. One is an accountant. They are all women who grew up on St. John, and they are all recipi-
ents of the Ruby Rutnik Scholarship.

Since its founding in 1997, the Ruby Rutnik Scholarship Fund (RRSF) has helped more than two dozen young women pay for their college educations with awards of $2,500 a year.
Any female college-bound high school senior or college student (whose family has lived on St. John for at least five years) is welcome to apply. Applications, which are due by May 

20, are now available at Connections in Cruz Bay and Coral Bay, at the Gifft Hill School Upper Campus, and at the offices of the high school guidance counselors on St. Thomas.
The goal of the scholarship is to ease the burden of paying for higher education, especially for those who are attending colleges and universities off island.
“The Ruby Rutnik Scholarship was very helpful to me, especially during my first semester which was the most expensive,” said Nyiesha Smalls, a 2002 recipient who then qualified 

for a scholarship renewal in 2003. “When I started in college at Florida A&M University, I was paying out-of-state tuition. It allowed me to focus more on the most important aspect of 
school, learning.”

After earning her degree in Spanish, Smalls taught Spanish and worked with English as Second Language (ESL) students in Maryland for several years before returning to St John 
to take a position as a Spanish teacher at the Julius E. Sprauve School. She now works for Catered To but has continued to teach in an after-school ESL program at JESS through April.

“Your generosity has inspired me to help others and give back to the community,” Smalls said to Andy Rutnik and Janet Cook Rutnik, Ruby’s parents.  
The Rutniks established the scholarship in 1997 in memory of Ruby, who was a student at American University when she died in a car accident during her senior year.  Within a few 

months of her death, the Rutnik family brought together the community by launching a softball tournament for high school girls throughout the territory to raise funds.  
In high school Ruby had been a star pitcher — known for her windmill pitch — on the Antilles School softball team. The Ruby Rutnik Softball Tournament was hosted every spring 

for 16 years around April 9, Ruby’s birthday, until 2012. Scholarships were awarded to a girl from the winning team as well as to a qualified female high school senior from St. John.
Although Nyiesha Smalls did not play on any softball teams when she was in high school, she has continued to honor Ruby’s memory coaching the girls’ softball team at JESS.
Smalls learned to coach the sport by “going out on the field,” she said. “I was very open to taking advice that was offered. People would just come by and offer to assist.”
Since its inception, the scholarship fund has distributed more than $160,000 in scholarships; the endowment has grown to nearly $300,000.
The Gifft Hill School is now the home of the Ruby Rutnik Scholarship Fund endowment. The goal for this year is to reach the $500,000 mark, according to Janet Cook-Rutnik.
Profits from the endowment will be used to assist college-bound girls from St. John as well as students at the Gifft Hill School, where more than 75 percent of the students receive 

financial aid, according to Andy Rutnik.
The Rutniks chose the Gifft Hill School for the endowment because Ruby was one of the school’s original four students when it was first established as the Pine Peace School in 1978. 

At that time, there was no pre-school on St. John, and several mothers decided to form a co-op pre-school in an empty building next to what is now E-C Gas. Dorothy Muilenburg, the 
head teacher, was assisted by Joanne Pach, Janet Cook-Rutnik, and Anna Johansson.  

As the school grew, it merged with the Coral Bay School and eventually morphed into its present incarnation as the Gifft Hill School. It now serves 165 children from pre-school 
through grade 12.

The Ruby Rutnik Scholarship Fund will continue to award annual scholarships totaling $5,000 to qualifying St. John girls who will attend (or are attending) an accredited college or 
university.

Donations can be made to the Ruby Rutnik Scholarship Fund (RRSF, INC.) and mailed to Gifft Hill School, Box 1657, St. John VI 00831, or by contacting the Gifft Hill School 

Division of Corp. and Trademarks Announces St. John Hours
St. John Tradewinds

A representative of the Division of Corporation and Trademarks will be at the St. John Tax Assessor Office at the Islandia building on Tuesday, April 26, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. St. John residents are encouraged to visit the office for corporate services and information. For more information, contact the Division of Corporation and Trademarks at (340) 
776-6737.
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Crossword & Cryptoquote Answers 
(Puzzles located on Page 20)

Letters to St. John Tradewinds

Administrator Thanks Easter Egg Hunt Supporters and Participants

St. John Tradewinds
Next Deadline for

Letters 
is:

Thursday,
April 28th

St. John Tradewinds
On behalf of Janice Paris, my staff and I want to express our appreciation to everyone who assisted with the St. John Administrator’s Office Easter Egg Hunt on March 26. We greatly 

appreciate everyone’s contribution.
Also, we would like to extend a special thank you to all of our volunteers and sponsors including: Justin Bartosh; David Adams of Sea Glass Properties; Joe Cirigliano of Joe’s Beach 

Bar; Joe Decourcy of Waterfront Bistro, Vista Mare and Joe’s Rum Hut; Karen and Thomas Mathew of Our Market Smoothies; Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority; Laurel Hewitt Sewer; Shirley 
Sewer; Fidel and Tina Ostalaza; Monique Mathias; Carrie Lynn Conrad; Karen Stapleton; Alice Krall; and Janette Penn.

A very special thank you to the parents and children who chose to spend their Easter Saturday with us. We look forward to seeing you again next year.
Sincerely,
Camille Paris Jr.
Administrator of St. John 

Pitchforks to the VI 
Republican Party

St. John Tradewinds
Pitchforks to the Republican Party of the Virgin Islands. There is a Republican on St. John that has 

enormous influence in the Republican Party in the US and could have direct effect on who is chosen 
as the Republican nominee for the President of the US.   

Instead of working with him and using his influence, the insular minds of the local Republican 
leaders are focusing all there efforts in stopping him from going to the National Convention. We are 
constantly held back by the limited visions of the leaders in this community. Expand your minds. 
Help us to be great and stop being controlled by your egos. 

Greg Miller

St. John Tradewinds
While swimming at one of our beaches on St. John, one of my friends 

showed me a container he was given by a business on St. John. He said, 
“take it, make something” and it gave me some ideas.  

I was intrigued by its shape and functionality.
Plastic “Red” beer kegs are transported all over the world, to delight 

consumers of this beverage. Once emptied, where do they go?
Our local micro brewery and beer hall discards this “21st century 

beer keg” container, made of plastic, almost every day. After all, what 
would they do with it?

“Red Lite” is a transformed beer keg turned into a light piece. The 
working guts of the keg are taken out and replaced with a lighting com-
ponent.

You can purchase this light with a red LED bulb, for your party, or 
for your personal enjoyment.

The Red Lite keg will be made as a limited edition of 12. The pur-
chase price is $350 for the large keg.  There will also be a small keg 
made for $400.  Allow two to four week delivery for the small keg 
light. $100 of the purchase price goes to “St. John School of the Arts” 
for each keg sold.

These lights may be purchased through Kimberly Boulon Fine Art 
Gallery, on the second floor of The Marketplace.  Stop by the Gallery 
Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday, 10 to 5 p.m., e-mail kimbedrlyboulon-
art@gmail.com or call (340) 693.8524.

Gallery owners Kimberly and Rafe Boulon will take care of you and 
make sure your tax deductible donation of $100 goes directly to St. 
John School of the Arts.  

—George Hollander

An Artist’s
Red Light
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*Best Prices & 
Selection 

on St. John

Delve Deeper into the 
World of Wine with Paul

Small, Select Groups
Focused, Fun Experience
Individual Classes - $60 
Get 5 Classes for $250

limited to 8 people
Inquire now

Wine Talk with Paul
by Paul Tsakeres

What Happens When We 
Evaluate That Taste of Wine

St. John Tradewinds
There are five essential characteristics to be evaluated when tasting wine. There is a structure to the experi-

ence and with some training you can learn to break it down to focus on the important quality checkpoints.  
The tip of the tongue picks up Sweetness so it may be no surprise this is the first thing people are trained to 

focus on. The other characteristics to be evaluated are Acidity, Tannin, Alcohol and Body.
Naturally, there is a range associated with each quality and with Sweetness it is from bone dry to very sweet. 

The amount of Residual Sugar (RS) refers to the measure of sweetness in wine. Not all of the grape must is 
fermented into alcohol and the sweetness remaining is the residual sugar number. 

When I discuss this with customers who are enamored of some American (New World) wines they are often 
shocked at the RS number in that glass of wine compared to an Old World choice. But I digress.

Acidity is the next major focus point in evaluating wine. There are many acids in wine that contribute to a 
wine’s tart and sour flavors. Interestingly, as grapes ripen they become less acidic. This is a critical factor in 
determining when to harvest! A wine lacking in acidity will taste flat while the other extreme, too much acidity, 
the wine will taste sharp. Acidity plays a major interactive role in the perceived sweetness of the wine since a 
sweet wine with a good level of acidity will finish crisp, seemingly dry while a wine with the same sweetness 
and less acidity will taste much sweeter. 

Tannins are part of the natural makeup of the plants found in the skins, seeds and stems. Tannins can be 
bitter and have an astringent quality so it is important to learn the descriptive qualities in the range of this char-
acteristic. Tannins are a red wine quality since white wine is made without contact with the skins. It is the high 
level of tannin in a big red wine that cuts through the high protein of a great steak or cheese selection, leaving 
you with a palate cleansing experience. Tannins can be described as silky, smooth or even “grippy,” so think 
of the Tannin characteristic as a textural one.

Alcohol is important to evaluate too, however, not in the American mindset of “more is better.” It is impor-
tant that a wine enjoys balance. A wine too high in alcohol will be felt as hot. You may be surprised to learn that 
the alcohol is responsible for how we get to the aromas. The alcohol transports the aromas from the surface of 
the wine to your nose. When you swirl the wine in your glass, as the alcohol evaporates the aromas waft up. 
Alcohol can add to the wine’s viscosity too. 

I encourage people to enjoy low alcohol wines often, especially when they will be enjoying wine throughout 
the day. Low alcohol wines can offer a wonderful purity of fruit, are refreshing and quite quaffable.

When evaluating the Body of a wine it is the expression of each of the other four characteristics that deter-
mines whether a wine is light-bodied or more bold or full-bodied. Lighter wines have more acid, lower alcohol, 
are less sweet on have less tannin. Bolder wines are those with less acid, higher alcohol as well as more tannin 
and sweetness. 

In a very real sense I am suggesting not simply to train your palate but to RE-Train it! When you develop 
your palate and explore the selections at Island Cork, you will be able to compare and contrast what you have 
been steered to at the convenient markets. It can be fun to challenge yourself, you will enjoy yourself in the 
process and isn’t that the best way to learn?  

St. John Tradewinds
VI Bureau of Internal Revenue Marvin Pickering, EA, PHR, reminded the public the deadline for filing the 

2015 individual income tax returns with the Bureau is Monday, April 18. Taxpayers are also reminded that they 
cannot file their returns using the e-filing option.

The Bureau’s offices on St. Thomas and St. Croix will have extended hours for the convenience of the tax-
payers. On St. John, the office will remain open until 5 p.m. to accommodate the taxpayers on Monday, April 
18. Taxpayers who are unable to file their 2015 returns by the April 18th due date are reminded that they can 
file an extension by using Form 4868.  To obtain approval of the extension, the taxpayer must properly estimate 
the tax liability due and file the Form 4868 no later than April 18th. The extension is only for the filing of the 
tax return. Taxpayers who owe taxes must pay the tax due on April 18th to avoid the failure to pay penalty.

BIR Extending Hours for Tax Day
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ALCHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
All meetings are now open. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 6 p.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Thursday 7 a.m. Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cruz Bay; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m., Hawksnest Bay Beach; Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral Bay 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.

AL-ANON MEETINGS
For Al-Anon meeting location and times, please call (340) 

642-3263

St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-ori-
ented, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. 
Email editor@tradewinds.vi for more information.

Thursday, April 21
 — V.I. Police Department 

Commissioner Delroy Rich-
ards is accepting appointments 
on Thursday, April 21,from 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Any-
one who has issues, concerns 
or suggestions relative to the 
VIPD should contact Ms. Hol-
land at (340) 715-5506 for an 
appointment.

April 22- 23
— “Broadway Comes to 

St. John” 2016 is scheduled for 
April 22 and April 23 at Wes-
tin Resort and Villas! Friday 
night will feature two shows 
for family and friends. Satur-
day night’s fundraiser will be 
for angel supporters. 

Saturday, April 23
— The community is in-

vited to join the John’s Folly 
Learning Institute students, 
teachers, volunteers and sup-
porters as they celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the insti-
tute on Saturday, April 23, at 
11:30 a.m.

The JFLI family will honor 
V.I. Fire Department St. John 
Deputy Chief Ernest Matthias 
during the ceremony. The af-
ternoon will also feature music 
and a fantastic meal. 

Sunday, April 24
— Come out to Coral Bay 

on Sunday, April 24, for a Yard 

Sale and Fun Day with the ani-
mals at Carolina Corral starting 
at 9 a.m. Support Dana Bartlett, 
the island’s Donkey Lady, as 
she builds a new place to live. 
Donations are appreciated. For 
more information email info@
horsesstjohn.com.

Sunday, April 24
— VI Game Fishing Club’s 

21st annual Dolphin Dertby is 
April 24. A total of $30,000 in 
cash and prizes is up for grabs. 
Register Apriil 22.

April 29-30
— Gifft Hill School is 

pleased to announce three the-
ater performances at the Upper 
Campus. GHS, in collaboration 
with New England Youth The-
atre, will present three show-
ings of their Medieval Cabaret. 
Dates and times are as follows: 
Friday, April 29, at 7 p.m.; Sat-
urday, April 30, at 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m.  Please call (340) 776-
1730 or email marcelfreda@
giffthillschool.org for more in-
formation.

Tuesday, April 26
— The VI Audubon Soci-

ety’s last meeting of the season 
will be on Tuesday, April 26, 
at 7 p.m. on the second floor 
of The Marketplace. The VI 
Audubon Society will be fea-
turing a PBS special titled “The 
Nest” that is sure to amaze. 

Lindsay & Cartwright Speaking at 
UUF Services April 24 & May 1

St. John Tradewinds
Join the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (UUF) of St. John at 10 a.m., on Sundays at Gifft Hill School’s 

lower campus.
On April 24, VI Trees and Ecology will be discussed by Kevel Lindsay, one of the experts working with the 

UUF Tree Appreciation Project.
A national of Antigua, Lindsay is a trained forester and biologist, with a degree in biodiversity conservation 

from Columbia University. He has been a principal contributor to several key biodiversity planning documents 
prepared by the Island Resources Foundation, among them a vegetation classification system for Caribbean 
islands including the U.S. Virgin Islands. He is a co-author of “The Wild Plants of Antigua and Barbuda,” and 
the recent Island Resources Foundation Report “Plants of Conservation Concern: Herbs and Plants of the US 
Virgin Islands.” 

On May 1, Kimberly Cartwright will intrigue us with a concept “More Restful Than Sleep.” There is within 
each of us a Beloved and Mighty Spirit, who knows what to do, where to go, what to say and to whom, so that 
only good will come to everyone. Under Her guidance, there is no guilt, no second guessing. Learning to hear 
Her Voice, to trust Her guidance, and to live in Love is a state more restful than sleep. 

Cartwright is a Course In Miracles Minister, Yoga Teacher, and Intuitive Exercise Coach from Cape Cod. 
She owned a fitness studio for five years in which she combined spirituality and fitness for women. She is cur-
rently doing one on one and small group coaching and retreats, and is creating online programs for her students 
around the world.

Starfish Market Stopping Plastic 
Bag Use Starting on Earth Day

St. John Tradewinds
Starfish Market and Starfish Gourmet & Wines announced last week that they are rolling out a new envi-

ronmental initiative. The stores will no longer be using plastic bags for groceries and will make the switch on 
Earth Day – April 22. 

The stores are currently the only ones on the island that will only be using paper bags going forward. 
“With this new environmental push, Starfish Market and Starfish Gourmet & Wines will be at the forefront 

in helping to maintain the beauty of our island and surrounding waters,” said Nedra Ephraim, Store Manager. 
“We hope all of our customers will support us in this effort as we make the switch to paper bags only.”

Starfish Market will be selling reusable bags at a cost starting on April 19 thru April 30. For those customers 
that prefer paper bags with handles, those will be sold individually at the register for 25-cents.

CBCC Hosting Erosion Control 
Presentations April 21 

St. John Tradewinds
Thursday, April 21, is “Landscaping for Erosion Control” Day in Coral Bay, sponsored by the Coral Bay 

Community Council. From 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the Ag Center in Coral Bay, there will be a presentation 
and discussion about best practices and erosion control techniques in landscaping as part of the process 
of drafting a local Landscape Manual for Erosion Control. This will be aimed at design professionals and 
contractors, as well as residents.  

Andres Torrizo and Dana Allen of Watershed Consulting Associates will be the presenters.  If you come 
to this session, you can get technical advice there or arrange for a free visit to your site during the afternoon. 
CBCC has invited representatives from VI government agencies to be present to participate in the discus-
sion.   

That night at the Johns Folly Learning Institute,  there will be an informal plant swap at 5:45 p.m. fol-
lowed by a  presentation at 6 p.m. aimed at all residents which will be focused on the draft Landscape Man-
ual for Erosion Control at homesites. Do you have bare land and plans to build a house? This session will 
also focus on siting your driveway, home and access roads to reduce erosion with a presentation by Stephen 
Lamphear, surveyor. This is part of a grant project funded by the NOAA Office of Coastal Management.
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Enjoy Luxurious Tropical Living at Bismarkia
St. John Tradewinds

Let the swishing of palm trees lull you into full relaxation 
as you unwind with a cocktail next to your refreshing swim-
ming pool at the beautifully appointed Bismarkia.

A very successful short term rental, this two bedroom, 
two bathroom home in Estate Fish Bay is for sale for $1.495 
million, explained 340 Real Estate Company broker/owner 
Tammy Donnelly.

Located in the heart of the desirable Fish Bay neighbor-
hood, Bismarkia is a only a few minutes from the dining, 
shopping and nightlife in nearby Cruz Bay. The island’s 
famed alabaster beaches on the north shore are only a short 
drive from the home as well.

Bismarkia is nestled on a large lot among mature palm 
trees and bright tropical flowers on a rarely seen flat, grassy 
lawn. Beautiful native stone walls afford a grand entrance as 
you arrive at the private, circular drive.

Inside the home, find an expansive and airy great room 
with a charming exposed beam ceiling. The great room 
comprises a comfortable living room and leads to the open 
plan, gourmet chef’s kitchen with stainless steel appliances 

and hard wood cabinets. 
The kitchen also boasts a large eat-at island with dining 

for four and opens onto a formal dining area. 
The master bedroom features an impressive king sleigh 

bed and large walk in closet. The master bedroom’s en suite 
bathroom boasts beautiful tile work and double sinks. 

Your guests at Bismarkia will be comfortable in the sec-
ond bedroom which can accommodate either a king bed or 
two twins and also boats its own en-suite bath. 

Outside at Bismarkia might just be where you spend most 
of your time. The large pool deck offers plenty of space for 
working on that tan and escaping from the afternoon sun 
under a shaded area. The outdoor dining area is the perfect 
place to host dinner parties al fresco with meals whipped up 
on your BBQ.

An unfinished basement offers even more space to ex-
pand at the home, explained Donnelly.

“The large, unfinished basement could easily be turned 
into a media room, a work out room or a game room,” Don-
nelly said. “There is also plenty of room to add a guest 
house on the property.”

Bismarkia also features central air conditioning through-
out and solar panels on two roof sections with its own net 
metering system.

For more information about Bismarkia call Donnelly at 
340 Real Estate Company at (340) 779-4478 or on her cell 
phone at (340) 643-6068.

Got a Hot News Tip?
Got a Great Photo?

email us at:
editor@tradewinds.vi

St. John Tradewinds News Photos courtesy of 340 Real Estate
Luxurious tropical living awaits at Bismarkia. The entrance boasts native stone walls, above. 

The great room includes a comfortable living area, above left, and top; which leads to an open plan 
kitchen and formal dining area, at left.

SEND LETTERS, GUEST OPINIONS,
OBITUARY NOTICES & COMMUNITY 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS
TO:

info@tradewinds.vi
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Baha’i Community of St. John
For Devotions and Study Circles, call 714-1641
7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 

776-6316, 776-6254

 Bethany Moravian Church 
Sunday School 9 a.m., Divine Worship 10 a.m.

Calvary Baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian Ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 

Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz Bay Baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus Moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Divine Worship 8:30 a.m., 776-6713

Freshwater Church
Freshwater Church St. John USVI

Sunday Worship 10 am at Hawksnest Beach
Follow us on Facebook, 340.514.6578

Jehovah’s Witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 340-715-053

Missionary Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth Lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 776-6731 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church
Saturdays: 6 p.m.; Sundays: 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. in Coral Bay 

at the John’s Folly Learning Institute & 6 pm. in Spanish; 
Tuesdays: 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 7 a.m. 

Call 776-6339 for more information.

Prayer House of Faith
Sunday Morning Service at 8 a.m; Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. on Mondays

Prayer services at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays; 340-690-3820

St. John Methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

Seventh Day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

St. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 779-1230

St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.

Bible Class on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 777-6306

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
10 a.m. Sunday, Lower Campus GHS 626-2625

follow us on Facebook: uufstjohn

Church Directory

Continued from Page 6

Designer & Artist David Moser Show at 
Kimberly Boulon Art Gallery is April 29

St. John Tradewinds
Kimberly Boulon Fine Art Gallery invites the public 

to an art show by David Moser on Friday, April 29, from 
5 to 8 p.m.

David’s show “CONTOURS: An Exercise In Noble 
Materials,” will be showing his works in bronze, stone 
and wood  — the elemental material humans have used to 
express themselves from our earliest attempts at gaining 
some type of eternal recognition. 

Kimberly and Rafe Boulon, Gallery owners, are very 
excited to be representing David Moser here on St. John. 

“We are pleased and honored to introduce David with 
his exquisite art works to the public through his first 
show here. Internationally known, he brings with him his 
unique eye for the ‘noble materials’ that are innovative 
and sought after for their beauty and design aesthetic. We 
are also pleased that, after coming here for 20 years, Da-
vid and Pamela are planning to spend a significant part 
of each year here. Their daughter Sabina is in Gift Hill 
School.”

Artist, Craftsman, Designer: for over 30 years David 
has been all of these. His passion to build has been the 

hallmark of his life and career. Growing up in a family furniture business, David evolved the company’s design 
aesthetic from his father, Tom Moser’s Shaker and Arts and Crafts influences. 

David’s creative spirit and forward thinking designs have become internationally recognized. Indeed, the 
company’s designs have been requested by two Popes, Presidential Libraries, prominent figures and have been 
awarded many prestigious design accolades and awards. 

“I am first an Artist, I see the potential in all material things and coax form from the innocuous,” said David. 
“My skill is that I make rigid materials yield and create fluid forms.”  

As a Craftsman David is as gifted in other mediums as he is in wood. Showing at Kimberly Boulon Fine Art 
Gallery beginning April 29 will be on display some of his works in stone and bronze.  

“There is great liberation in free spirited abstract forms,” said David. “As a Designer, I am beholden to a 
great many masters. As an artist I don’t initially need to serve anyone but myself and only then hope that others 
share in my delight at what I’ve done.”  

What he has done is taken island stone and reshaped it in an abstract way, giving the mundane a new per-
spective. This innovative approach has not been seen in St. John and represents a refreshing look at what native 
stone sculpture can be. Also showing from the artist will be figurative nudes cast in bronze, further illustrating 
the artist’s depth and breadth of talent.

David has a passion for learning and a desire to share knowledge.  
“I’ve put together a bit of a multi-media exhibit for the show,” he said. “I attached a GoPro to my head and 

filmed the sculpting and casting process from the maker’s perspective. Looking into a white hot crucible of 
molten bronze is a view not seen by many.”  

“Art and its product should not merely be a fait accompli,” David added. “I like to share the process, it’s a 
holistic approach for me.” 

If David’s artworks for sale were not enough to excite the public at his Show Opening, he will have on 
display a piece of Moser furniture to be given away in a raffle. The Sequel Table, this latest design is the next 
generation and contemporary evolution of the original Shaker Round Table built by David’s father, Tom, in the 
1970s. The Sequel Table, handcrafted in sustainable American black cherry, is designed with the same simplic-
ity and grace of its predecessor. 

In the States, his designs can be seen in any of the six nationwide Moser showrooms including Freeport, 
Maine, Boston, New York City, Philadelphia, Washington D.C. and San Francisco.

To win a Sequel Table, you may pick up a free ticket (one per person) at the Gallery during David’s show 
on Friday, April 29, between 5 and 8 p.m. or during any of the Gallery’s open days (T/Th/F from 10 to 5) dur-
ing the month of May. The drawing will be at the Gallery on Tuesday, May 31, at 4 . You need not be present 
to win. Purchase of a David Moser piece from the Gallery during May automatically enters the buyer in the 
drawing.

For more information, please contact Rafe or Kimberly Boulon at (340) 693-8524 or by email at kimberly-
boulonart@gmail.com.
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Property Owners Close Kiddle Bay to Vehicles
By Mary Bourassa
St. John Tradewinds

Confusion and disappointment are common feelings concerning the recent closing of the road to Kiddle Bay. 
In early April a chain was erected on the road just before the parking area at Kiddle Bay. Two large, neon 

orange signs were also put up warning visitors that the area is “Private Property – No Trespassing.”
For many residents, the closure was unexpected and largely unexplained. Many theories have been circulat-

ing Coral Bay about the recent closing. Illegal bonfires resulting in debris, over usage of the private road and 
unwanted trash and dog poop left on the beach have all been blamed as factors contributing to the closure. 

Neighborhood residents, however, say the incident that incited the current state of affairs was a recent, 
unpleasant altercation between the family who owns the land and a scuba company using the bay. After the 
run-in, the owners felt it was no longer in their or the beach’s best interest to keep the road open to the public. 

Now if one drives along Mandahl Estate Road to Kiddle Bay, they’ll be able to make it just to the bottom 
of the hill before being denied access. The chain, however, only extends over the road blocking vehicle access 
to the beach. 

Though many are saddened by the closure because it makes access to the semi-secluded beach more dif-
ficult, the property owner is still in compliance with the Open Shorelines Act (Chapter 10 of Title 12 of Virgin 
Islands Code) because the bay is still accessible by foot and water.

The Open Shorelines Act decrees that shorelines are public resources in the Virgin Islands and must be open 
to public use as they have been historically for both residents and visitors. 

No person, firm, corporation, association or other legal entity shall create, erect, maintain, or construct any 
obstruction, barrier, or restraint of any nature whatsoever upon, across or within the shorelines of the United 
States Virgin Islands as defined in this section, which would interfere with the right of the public individually 
and collectively, to use and enjoy any shoreline. (12 V.I.C §403)

As the barricade only covers the road and visitors can easily walk around it to access Kiddle Bay, the closure 
of the parking area at the end of the road is not legally unreasonable; after all the law does not require landowners to provide and maintain parking for beach goers. Additionally, coastlines 
are defined in the Virgin Island Code as starting at “the seaward line of low tide, running inland a distance of fifty (50) feet; or to the extreme seaward boundary of natural vegetation 
which spreads continuously inland; or to a natural barrier; whichever is the shortest distance.” (12 V.I.C § 402b). 

The barrier at Kiddle Bay is well back from the first line of continuous vegetation and only blocks a private road. 
How long the barricade will stay up is unclear. And while most residents seem to dislike the new restrictions, some people are in favor of the owner’s actions. One area resident said 

they were in favor of anything that would reduce the number of people on Kiddle Bay because every year it attracts more and more visitors. This influx of human activity can negatively 
affect both the ecology of the bay and the vibe on the cobble stone beach. Perhaps restricting parking is one way to reduce the number of people willing to go out there. 

Though feelings about the current situation are mixed, there is a common notion in the debate. That regardless of accessibility, the beaches of St. John are recurrently mistreated by 
those that use them, and that mutual respect and care for the land and fellow beach goers are needed to move forward. 

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Mary Bourassa

A “Private Property” sign and length of chain link at Kiddle 
Bay, above, has halted vehicle access to the remote south 

shore beach.

13th Annual Beach-to-Beach Power Swim is May 29
St. John Tradewinds

It’s time to get ready.
The 13th annual Beach-

to-Beach Power Swim is 
only a little over 6 weeks 
away – Sunday, May 29.   

To help swimmers train 
for the event, Friends of 
Virgin Islands National 
Park has scheduled practice 
swims, and there are two re-
maining. On Sunday, May 

1, swim from Maho to Cinnamon or Trunk. On Sunday, May 15, swim from Maho to Cin-
namon, Trunk or Hawksnest.

The practice swims will all start at 8:30 a.m. (please note that on race day the swim will 
start at 8:00 a.m.) from the north end of Maho Beach.

As always, safety is of utmost importance and Friends will have kayaks, SUPs, and 
safety boats accompanying the swimmers.

For swimmers coming from St. Thomas, please take the ferry that leaves Red Hook at 
7:30 a.m. Friends will have a vehicle (van) meet the ferry and transport swimmers to Maho.

The Beach-to-Beach Power Swim contains four simultaneous events. The Short 
course (solo) from Maho Beach to Cinnamon Beach (1 mile); an intermediate course (solo) 
from Maho Beach to Trunk Beach (2 ¼ miles); a long course (solo) from Maho Beach to 
Hawksnest Beach (3 ½ miles); and a long course (three-person relay teams) from Maho 
Beach to Hawksnest Beach. The relay team transition points are at Cinnamon Beach and 

Trunk Beach.
In each of the events, swimmers may compete using snorkels, fins, and/or exposure suits 

in a separate category of “assisted” swimmers. However, swim paddles, webbed (training) 
gloves and other swim aides are not permitted.

Registration is now open. There are reduced registration fees for swimmers 17 years and 
younger; as well as reduced registration fees for early registration through May 1.

Visit www.friendsvinp.org for complete information on this event and to register on-
line. Swimmers can also register by calling (340) 779-4940. Or register in person by visiting 
The Friends of the Park Stores: Mongoose Junction & National Park Service Visitor Center 
or Connections.

New this year, swimmers are invited to join Race for a Reason to support the “Learn to 
Swim” Program and other projects and activities that Preserve, Protect and Educate in our 
park. Swim for free when you raise at least $250! Sign-up as an individual fundraiser or 
together with friends and form a team of up to 10 fundraisers swimming any length of the 
race; non-swimmers are welcome too!  

All Race for a Reason participants receive a limited edition Beach-to-Beach Power Swim 
cap and our top fundraiser in each category (Individual, Team and Power Swim 12 Yr. Vet-
eran) attends our Power Swim After-party catamaran trip to Jost van Dyke for free. Visit 
www.friendsvinp.org/race-for-a-reason for details.

Joe Kessler, president of the Friends and the race director, reminded interested swimmers 
that registration will be limited to 350 swimmers, the largest Power Swim to date, and typi-
cally sells out.  

Registration has been very strong so far, so please register soon to be sure you get a place, 
he reminded those that are interested in participating.
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Accommodations
Estate Concordia Preserve
tel. (340) 693-5855

Windspree Vacation Homes
Exclusively Coral Bay
Rentals & Management
tel. (340) 693-5423 

Architecture
Crane, Robert - Architect, AIA
tel. (340) 776-6356
email rob@crane3.com

Art Galleries
Bajo el Sol Gallery
Located in Mongoose Junction
tel. (340) 693-7070

Kimberly Boulon Fine Art Gallery
2nd Floor of The Marketplace
tel. (340) 693-8425

Green Building
Island Green Building Association
check www.igbavi.org for Seminar 
Series info and ReSource Depot 
inventory

Jewelry
R&I PATTON goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Services
Caribbean Solar Company
Got Sun? Get Solar! 
Call today for a Free Quote
tel. (340) 643-6007

St. John Hardware
Everything you need on St. John
tel. (340) 693-8780

St. John Solutions
How is your wood performing?
tel. (340) 201-6038

Sky Med USVI
Serving USVI for over 15 Years
tel (340) 277-1523

Landscaping
Coral Bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

Real Estate
340 Real Estate Company, LLC
 340-643-6068 or 340-779-4478
340realestateco@gmail.com
www.340realestateco.com

Holiday Homes of St. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

Islandia Real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Restaurants
Skinny Legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegsvi.com

Concordia Cafe
Dine with a View
Call (340) 693-5855

Ronnie’s Pizza and Mo’
Great Pizza & 
Island’s Biggest Vape Shop
tel. (340) 693-7700

St. John Tradewinds
Business Directory
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BUYING? 
SELLING? 
RENTING? 
SEEKING?

Email: advertising@tradewinds.vi

GET 
RESULTS!

AMEX, DISCOVER, VISA & MASTERCARD 
Accepted

Horseback riding lessons will be offered Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4pm and on 
Saturday at 10am. Group rate is $45 a rider and a private lesson $65. Please call Dana at 

340-513-1569.

Lessons Available

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE &

BE SEEN
email:

advertising@
tradewinds.

vi

MOSQUITOHELP.
COM

(340) 998-9154
VI Mosquito Magnet 

dealer

STORAGE
Secured Lockers
(340) 643-3283

Resident Manager
From $38/month 

Employment 

Villa Manager - 
Must own car, comput-

er/wifi, cell/text. Experi-
enced. No mgmt compa-

nies apply. 
Email: 

schroederrn@gmail.
com, 

call (253) 740-1951

Services

Development Opportunity

Coral Bay 16 unit development. 
Pre-construction sales
www.domain-llc.com. 

Seeking investor/partner
(340) 779-7445

Special Education 
Teachers - Elementary 
& Secondary. Multiple 
positions available for 

St. Croix School District, 
Bach. + VI Special Ed 

teaching certification eli-
gibility. Resumes to Ms. 
Jacobs, Virgin Islands 

Dept of Education, 2133 
Hospital Street, Chris-
tiansted, St. Croix, VI 

00820.

Employment 

USA Jobs Teachers for Immediate Placement. 
Minimum Bachelor’sDegree. All Subjects, 

All Levels. Contact ricsg15@gmail.com.

FESTIVAL & CULTURAL ORGANIZATION OF ST. JOHN, INC. 

 

 

 

Festival Village Honoree: Delrise Varlack 
Festival Food Fair Honoree: Delroy “Ital” Anthony 

Festival Parade Grand Marshal: Nikolay Hotze 
 

                              FESTIVAL THEME:  
                   History and Sights Unseen for 
                         St. John Festival 2016  

                                                      Submitted By: Tichelle Knight 
 

 SATURDAY, May 21, 2016 TUESDAY, June 28, 2016 
              Festival Food Sale 2016   Festival VILLAGE 2016 OPENING 

                                1p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park “Varlackville” 
               Contact: Linda S. Williams (340)-776-6444 7p.m. Cruz Bay Parking Lot 
       Contact: Jane Johannes (340) 776-6740   
                                              SATURDAY, June 4, 2016  Festival CHILDREN’S VILLAGE 2016 

     Festival PAN-O-RAMA 2016 6p.m. St. John National Park Parking Lot 
                     4p.m.   Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park          Contact: St. John Rotary Club -Alecia Wells (508)963-2641                                       
Contact: Liston “Matey” Sewer (340)514-2341  

       SUNDAY, July 3, 2016 
                                           SATURDAY, June 18, 2016 EMANCIPATION DAY Program 2016 
                                     Festival BIKE RACE 2016 1p.m. Franklin A. Powell, Sr. Park 
                  8a.m. St. John National Park Parking Lot Contact: Alecia Wells (508) 963-2641 

                Contact: Jane Thill (340)514-6611            Festival POKER RUN 2016 
     Festival MUSICAL MIX 2016 12p.m. Cruz Bay Beach Front 
                              8p.m. Winston W. Wells Ball Field   Contact: Gaylord Sprauve (340) 690-9340   
                          Contact: (340) 690-3692/ 690-1725 Festival HORSE RACES 2016 
                                                                                              1p.m. Clinton E. Phipps Race Track 
                          SUNDAY, June 19, 2016 Contact: Clinton “Boogie” Hendrington (340) 642-0705 
    St. John Festival PRINCESS 2016 Pageant   

6p.m. Winston W. Wells Ball Field MONDAY, July 4, 2016   
              Contact: Loraine Richards (340) 626-4804 Festival J’OUVERT 2016 

       Sunrise: St. John National Park 
                                          SATURDAY, June 25, 2016 Contact: (340) 690-3692/ 690-1725 
          St. John Festival QUEEN 2016 Pageant Festival PARADE 2016 
                             8p.m. Winston W. Wells Ball Field 11a.m. St. John National Park 
                       Contact: Enid Doway (340) 626-0785 Contact: Natalie Thomas (340)690-1725 
                                                                                           Festival FIREWORKS DISPLAY 2016 
      SUNDAY, June 26, 2016            9p.m. Cruz Bay Harbor  
  Festival FOOD FAIR & CORONATION 2016        Contact: MaLinda Nelson (340) 776-6492 
       Contact: Leona E. Smith (340) 690-3692  
                                  Festival BOAT RACES 2016     
                                   3p.m. Cruz Bay Harbor               
                          Contact: Slim (340) 771-2498  
                                           
                                               
        
        
 

St. John Festival 2016 

Note: Random TSA checks will be conducted, BE PREPARED 
FESTIVAL HOTLINE NUMBERS: (340)690-3692 or ((340)690-1725 

 

Support the Arts
& Inspire the Youth

~ see you at 
Broadway Comes to St. John

at Westin Resort & Villas 
April 22 & 23
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Real Estate

Sunday
10a-1p Concordia Brunch  Bo    Guitar
10a-2p	 Miss	Lucy’s	Brunch	 Sambacombo	 	 Sax	Guitar
3-5	 	 High	Tide	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan
4.30-7.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
5-8	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Broheem		 	 Sax
5.30-8.30	 Sun	Dog	Cafe	 	 Mark	Wallace	 	 Open	Mike
7-10	 	 Rhumblines	 	 Bridget		 	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal
7-10		 	 Shipwreck	Landing	 Hot	Club	of	Coral	Bay	 String	Swing	Vocal

Monday
4.30-6.30	 Concordia		 	 Lauren	&	Johnny	B	 Open	Mike
6-9		 	 Virgin	Fire	 	 Mark	&	Broheem	 	 Guitar	Sax	Vocal
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Matt	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Dog	House	 	 Bridget	 	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Rascio	 	 	 Steel	Pan
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Vista	Mare	 	 Rich	&	Gregg	 	 Sax	Guitar
7-9	 	 Banana	Deck	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan

Tuesday 
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Darin	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Barefoot	Cowboy	 	 Bridget	 	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9		 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 TBird	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-9.30 La Tapa   Jazz   Variety
6.30-9.30	 Morgan’s	Mango	 	 Mark	&	Broheem	 	 Guitar	Sax	Vocal

Wednesday
4-6	 	 High	Tide	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan
5.30-7	Coconut	Coast	Studio	 	 St.	John	Flutes	 	 Classical	Duets
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 TBird	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Barefoot	Cowboy	 	 Various	 	 	 Jam	
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Wayne	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Miss	Lucy’s		 	 Rascio	 	 	 Steel	Pan
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 David	Laabs	 	 Guitar
6-8	 	 Sweet	Plantains	 	 Broheem	&	Pam		 	 Sax	Vocal
6-9	 	 Virgin	Fire	 	 Ingrid	&	Bo	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Pickles		 	 	 Ike	 	 	 Open	Mike
7-10	 	 Shipwreck	Landing	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal

Weekly Live Music Schedule
Thursday
5-7	 	 Concordia	 	 Broheem	&	Pam	 	 Sax	Vocal
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Kerrin	&	Johnny	B		 Guitar	Vocal
6-8	 	 Barefoot	Cowboy	 	 Erin	Hart		 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Miss	Lucy’s	 	 Rich	&	Gregg	 	 Sax	Guitar
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing			 Haile	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Skinny	Legs	 	 Lauren	&	Bo	 	 Guitars	Vocal
6-9		 	 Pickles	 	 	 TBird	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-9.30	 Morgan’s	Mango	 	 Mark	Wallace	 	 Guitar	Vocal
7-9	 	 Banana	Deck	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan

Friday
5.30-8.30	 Aqua	Bistro	 	 Steven	Sloan	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Pickles	 	 	 Darin	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Skinny	Legs	 	 Chris	Carsel		 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 James	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9		 	 Virgin	Fire	 	 Vision	Reggae	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-9.30	 Caneel	Bay		 	 Marty	Beech	 	 Kybd	Sinatra
6.30-9.30	 Morgan’s	Mango	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6.30-8.30	 Cinnamon	Bay	 	 Eddie	Bruce	 	 Drumming
7-10	 	 Rhumblines	 	 Erin	Hart		 	 Guitar	Vocal
7-10	 	 Shipwreck	Landing	 Tropical	Sounds	 	 Guitar	Kybd	Vocal

Saturday
4-6		 	 High	Tide	 	 Lemuel	Callwood	 	 Steel	Pan
5-7	 	 Concordia		 	 Kerrin	&	Johnny	B		 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Skinny	Legs	 	 Hot	Club	of	Coral	Bay	 String	Swing	Vocal
6-9	 	 Sweet	Plantains	 	 Chris	Carsel	 	 Guitar	Vocal
6-9	 	 Ocean	Grill	 	 Broheem		 	 Sax
6-9	 	 Cruz	Bay	Landing	 	 Erin	Hart		 	 Guitar	Vocal
7-10	 	 Rhumblines	 	 Lauren	 	 	 Guitar	Vocal	

To be added to this live music schedule, the event 
must be a regularly scheduled event 
(sorry, no one-night performances). 

Email info@tradewinds.vi with date, time, location, 
performer and style. 
NO PHONE CALLS.
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Office: 340. 776.6776 | HolidayHomesVI.com | Info@HolidayHomes.com

6-0-J Hansen Bay 
$199,000 | Land | 0.871 acre

71-1 Fish Bay 
$280,000 | Land | 0.61 acre  

Aria
$1,125,000 | 2 bed | 2.5 bath

6B-15 St. Quaco&Zimmerman
$575,000 | 3 bed | 2 bath

17G Fortsberg 
$395,000 | Land | 0.527 acre  

Six Palms
$1,595,000 | 5 bed |  4.5 bath 

 Office : 340.776.6666  | Info@IslandiaRealEstate.com | IslandiaRealEstate.com 

3-12 Hansen Bay 
$225,000 | Land | 0.47 acre 

Adventure Villa 
$705,000 | 3 bed | 3 bath 

6-3-101 Carolina
$197,000 | Land | 0.50 acre 

Paradise Rocks
$795,000 | 3 bed | 3 bath

Casa Bueno
$1,299,000 | 4 bed | 4 bath 

11 REM Glucksberg 
$96,900 | Land | 0.23 acre 

“TRE VISTA” is an 
elegant estate 
with sweeping 
views of the 
Caribbean Sea 
and 3 bays. 
Classic colonial 
architecture 

with modern finishes makes an immaculate 
package of entertaining and living pleasure.  
$2,750,000. 5 bed. 5.5 bath. MLS#15-206.

Tre Vista

Miles Stair Christie O’Neil Sandy MohlerAbby Schnell O’Connell

Beautifully 
appointed two 
bedroom pool 
villa located in 
Great Cruz Bay 
with deeded 
access to 
the nearby 

dinghy landing. Gourmet kitchen and 
lushly landscaped grounds with room for 
expansion. $1,650,000. 2 bed. 2 bath. 
MLS#16-41.

Hummingbird’s Secret

Amazing views 
from a quaint 
island style 
home. Lots 
of deck area 
to enjoy the 
views! Great 
location on 

paved road. Plans included for further 
building to add more living space. 
$469,000. 3 bed. 2 bath. MLS#16-55.

10-25b Carolina

A beautifully 
constructed 
villa on the 
beach at Klein 
Bay. A mixture 
of stone and 
mahogany 
make this 

beach front pool villa a ‘’Caribbean Classic’’. 
Designed and built by noted Glen Speer. 
$3,475,000. 3 bed. 3.5 bath. MLS#16-28.

Carnival Beach House

A well-built 
and lovingly 
maintained 
home with 
ocean  views 
across the 
south side. 
A perfect 

family home with interior access to the 
bedrooms and gentle yard to play or 
garden! Centrally located off Gifft Hill Rd. 
$689,000. 4 bed. 3 bath. MLS#15-495.

Eleah’s Garden

Gorgeous villa 
in Great Cruz 
Bay with classic 
and exquisite 
design. 
Soaring stone 
walls frame 
the views 

over Great Cruz Bay to St. Thomas giving 
a spacious feel to the indoor/outdoor 
living areas.  $1,750,000. 3 bed. 2 bath. 
MLS#16-44.

Stone House

PRICE REDUCTION

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

St. John Talent on Display at 
St. Thomas Carnival

By Judi Shimel
St. John Tradewinds

Love City’s up and coming teen band, the 
Avengers, at left, played the opening act on 
stage at the Lionel Roberts Stadium April 10 
for the 2016 VI Carnival Princess Selection 
Show. Sh’Nyah Bacon, at right, the 2012 St. 
John Festival Princess and 2014 VI Carnival 
Princess sang the VI and US anthems at the 
event.

- photos by Judi Shimel
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