
Festival:
Food Fair & Coronation

Page 24
Festival Princess Show

Page 7
Village Construction

Page 5
Festival Bike Ride

Page 6

DOH Confirms 
Reported Cases 
of Dengue Fever 

Page 9

         

island elder, 
author and 
educator 
Mr. Guy H. 
Benjamin 
Passes away

Pages 2-3, 23

Barge & Ferry 
Passenger 
screenings set 
During Festival

Page 5

June 25-July 1, 2012
© Copyright 2012

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott
 

Royalty Crowned at Festival Food Fair
Contestant #5 Shanell Thomas, center, is officially crowned Miss St. John Festival Queen 2012-13 at the Festival 

Food Fair on Sunday afternoon, June 24. See Back Page for full story on food fair. 
—See next week's edition for full queen show story and photos.
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The St. John Community is  invited to participate in the St. John 
People’s Agenda Town Meeting Tuesday, June 26, at 6 p.m. at the 
Julius E. Sprauve School.

The purpose of the meeting is to give the St. John community 
an opportunity to discuss: concerns regarding an additional access 
road from Coral Bay to Cruz Bay and its benefits to public safety; 
and up-keep and maintenance of beaches, trails and signage etc.

The People’s Agenda suggests that with the limited summer 
employment opportunities for St. John youth, a partnership with 
St. John community organizations, private sector and V.I. Nation-
al Park officials be developed to create a summer experience for 
youth in the areas of making signs for various sites and locations 
and learning how to restore and maintain trails.

Each year during the St. John Festival Celebration, the Rotary 
Club of St. John hosts a Children’s Village, a drug- and alcohol-
free area full of games and activities in the V.I. National Park park-
ing area across from Mongoose Junction.

The club is hoping to keep the tradition alive and is asking for 
community support. The Children’s Village runs from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, June 29, through Tuesday, July 3. Volunteers willing to help 
set up, should arrive at 5:30 p.m. and volunteers who help to close 
the village and secure games should expect to stay until 9:30 p.m.

The local Rotary Club is looking for about 20 to 25 volunteers 
for each night of Children’s Village.

To volunteer, contact overall leader Joan Bermingham at 776-
6182. To volunteer on Friday, June 29, call Debbie Fleming at 
693-9130. To volunteer on Saturday, June 30, call BJ Harris at 
693-7104. To volunteer on Sunday, July 1, call Bill Willigerod at 
776-0883. To volunteer on Monday, July 2, call Dulcey Rood at 
244-5814. To voluneer on Tuesday, July 3, call Patrick Pearson at 
776-1166.

Chuck Pishko
St. John Tradewinds

St. John has turned Guy H. Benjamin over to the 
King directly from his treasured home in Coral Bay. 

“The worst thing with which you can threaten a St. 
Johnian is to tell him that he is going to the hospital 
on St. Thomas,” Guy had a direct flight most likely 
arranged by his very special friend, Fred Samuel.

After his obligatory stop at the Gate, I’m sure that 
the first person he saw was Fred. What a party they 
must be having!

Guy was a St. Johnian through and through and I’m 
sure would have been the same person if he had never 
left East End/Coral Bay in his lifetime. However, he 
had to share his rich beginnings and traditions with 
the world both the ones who came to him and those he 
met in his wide travels through Europe, North Africa, 
and Asia. For all his travels, it seems his best photos 
are of Coral Bay and his dusty road. 

His love of history was boundless. When Guy was 
thirteen years old, Colonel Charles Augustus Lind-
bergh visited St. Thomas in his plane, “The Spirit of 
St. Louis.” Colonel Lindbergh was a genuine Ameri-
can hero after flying the Atlantic solo for the first time. 
Guy begged his grandmother for permission to go to 
St. Thomas to see Lindy. Guy had never traveled fur-
ther than Coral Bay. St. Thomas was a magical place. 
Guy had heard all the amazing stories.

Guy wrote in his book “Me and My Beloved Vir-
gin” (1981) about his first adventure in St. Thomas. 

You must bow to the buoy. There was another 
before entering harbor, with a bell that rang as the 
waves moved it. St. Rupert’s Rock! French Wharf! 
The West Indian Company! Cars and Electric Lights! 
Ice Cream! Sugar Babies!

Five minutes into the boat ride Guy was seasick. 
He was impressed with Lindbergh who rolled his 
plane to a halt on the ground of Mosquito Bay, which 
was renamed Lindbergh Bay in his honor. He touched 
the “Spirit of St. Louis” which was eventually roped 
off. 

He soon saw that personal memories would limit 
him to about two generations and he took to the Na-

tional Archives with glee. 
With his good friend Bernie Kemp, Guy created a 

historical picture of the East End that has no equal. 
I’ve talked with him extensively about Emancipation 
and he appeared to me to firmly maintain that no one 
could give a person freedom but that freedom must 
be strived for and paid for with valiant struggles and 
even death. 

My lasting memory of Guy will be our stop at 
his home with over 50 hikers. Normally, Dr. Gilbert  
Sprauve would see if Guy was home to pay our re-
spects and to let him know what we were doing in 
Coral Bay. 

On November 26, 2011 he found Guy at home and 
Guy came out onto his front porch and waved to all 
of the hikers going by who were about to march up 
Fortsberg to commemorate the Slave Revolt of 1733. 

The University of the Virgin Islands Caribbean Exploratory Re-
search Center, the Medical University of South Carolina and the 
Coral Bay Community Council are hosting a community forum 
on Thursday, June 28, at Guy Benjamin School from 6 to 7 p.m. to 
provide a explanation of  the UVICERC-MUSC project: A Collab-
orative Response to Public Health Challenges Linked to Climate 
Change Impacts in the Virgin Islands and the Caribbean – Imple-
mentation of On the Ground Mobilization Campaigns funded by 
the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities. 

Dr. LaVerne Ragster, the project leader, will speak. The program 
will include a presentation on Dengue Fever and Ciguatera Fish 
Poisoning Prevention and Awareness by Patricia Reed, CBCC’s 
environmental projects manager. Residents will be able ask ques-
tions and express concerns, and suggest solutions to these issues. 

CBCC, under this grant, partnered  with UVI to provide presen-
tations and brochures on dengue fever and ciguatera fish poisoning 
to three St. John schools and several churches. Any St. John groups 
which would like to have the 20 minute presentation should call 
the CBCC office and request it. 

For more information or to schedule a presentation for a group, 
call the CBCC office at 776-2099.

remembering Guy h. benjaminChildren’s village volunteers Needed

town Hall Meeting June 26 at Jess

Dengue, Ciguatera Program June 28

The Cruz Bay Customs parking lot will be closed to the public 
from June 19, to July 6, in order for officials to erect Festival Vil-
lage. Vehicles which are in violation will be towed at the owner’s 
expense.  

U.s. Customs Parking lot Closed 
St. John Tradewinds News Photo File by Chuck Pishko

Mr. Guy Benjamin celebrates his 97th 
birthday surrounded by friends and family at 
Fred's in Cruz Bay in October 2010.

Continued on Page 23



by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

St. John residents were mourn-
ing last week when news spread 
across the island that esteemed 
island elder, education pioneer 
and author Guy H. Benjamin had 
passed away at his Coral Bay 
home on Tuesday evening, June 
19, at the age of 98.

Benjamin was born on the East 
End of St. John in 1913 and quick-
ly showed an aptitude for learning 
and education. He was the first 
St. John resident to graduate from 
Charlotte Amalie High School, 
where he earned top honors as 
valedictorian. 

He also earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Howard University 
as well as a master’s degree from 
New York University.

As the first teacher at John’s 
Folly School, now the John’s Folly 
Learning Institute, Benjamin has 
long been an integral part of edu-
cation on St. John. Benjamin also 
taught at Bethany School, today 
Julius E. Sprauve School, and the 
Benjamin Franklin School, which 
was named Guy Benjamin School 
in the Coral Bay educator’s honor 
in 1975.

Benjamin also served as a 
principal for the V.I. Department 
of Education as well as the St. 
Thomas/St. John Superintendent 
of Schools. He was instrumental 
in launching ferry service between 
Love City and St. Thomas in or-

der for St. John students to be able 
to attend school beyond the sixth 
grade.

He also wrote two cherished 
books, “Me and My Beloved Vir-
gin,” about his life on St. John and 
a follow up titled “More Tales for 
Me and My Beloved Virgin.”

Benjamin was a member of Em-
maus Moravian Church and was a 
steady presence at Coral Bay and 
St. John events from the annual 
Flotilla Fundraiser for Guy Benja-
min School to the Coral Bay Com-
munity Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony. 

A devoted dominoes fan, Benja-
min could often be found playing 
games of dominoes with friends. 
For years, Benjamin had a weekly 
hotly contested game with close 
friends at Fred’s in Cruz Bay.

Tributes and condolences 
poured in last week from govern-
ment officials to island residents 
who all fondly remembered Ben-
jamin.

A memorial service for Benja-
min is set for Tuesday, June 26, at 
Emmaus Moravian Church. Speak-
ers are welcome to share tributes 

starting at 9 a.m. and the service 
will begin at 10 a.m. Funeral ar-
rangements were made through 
David Funeral Home.
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Guy Benjamin Memorial Service Set for June 26

A memorial service will be hosted on Tuesday, June 26, for es-
teemed island elder Guy Benjamin, who passed away on June 19.

People who wish to speak about Mr. Benjamin are invited to Em-
maus Moravian Church at 9 a.m. The service will follow at 10 a.m. 

Guy Benjamin 
shows off his 
acclaimed memoir 
"Me and My Beloved 
Virgin" in his photo 
taken in 2007.

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photo Courtesy of St. John  
Magazine by Carol Beckowitz

island elder, educator and author 
Guy H. Benjamin, 98, Passes

Thursday, June 28th
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St. John Tradewinds
It feels strange to be so sad, yet so happy at the same time. Sad 

for our loss, for the Virgin Islands’ loss, the planet’s loss, and so 
happy to have met Benji and gotten to know and love him. Such a 
remarkable individual!

My heart goes out to his family and his friends in the thousands, 
particularly Milton, Cid, Cristina, Gary, Jean and the rest of his 
faithful dominoes crew. As I write this I just know that he’s hang-
ing out with Fred.

A proud, proud son of the Virgin Islands, Benji always spoke of 
“us” when referring to both US and British Virgin Islanders, and 
particularly his fellow St. Johnians. He enthusiastically welcomed 
one and all into his home, regardless of color or belief.

As I wrote to his dear and devoted friend Cid, “surely, if all 
his beliefs and preparations are true, he’s marching with the bat-
talions of God, no longer shuffling his feet unsteadily or limping. 
He’s striding purposefully and strongly, like a young man again. 
And his voice. That beautiful, sweet voice isn’t wavering on any 
note. There’s no hesitation, trying to remember any words. He’s 
belting out his favorite hymns. From today I’ll imagine a young, 
slightly cocky, confident Benji who’s thrown off the cumbersome 
and unresponding mortal shackles of his aging body. He’s greeting 
his friends, he’s regaling visitors, he’s writing down his thoughts, 
with his mind racing and his fingers trying to keep up. I can see his 
pen on the paper and he’s writing in his flowing and flowery script, 
so pleased with himself that he’ll write a whole other page.” 

Benji has been ready to step across heaven’s threshold for quite 
some time now. He’s been eager and impatient to meet his Creator 
and re-unite with his long lost family and friends, and no doubt 
looking forward to seeing his cranky and devoted geese, his doting 
donkeys, and even those annoying goats and sheep once again. 

To Cid I wrote “Who knows, Benji and I might be hiking in 
Nepal, or sailing in the South Pacific together soon. Wherever he 
is there’ll be dominos, dominos, dominos for days and days and 
definitely guavaberry wine at Christmas.” 

As Benji often said when he smugly slapped down that last 
domino, showed his empty hands and bowed his head in humility, 
“Thank you, thank you, thank you. You’re too kind.”

Take care all, remember Benji, love all creatures, and be kind to 
yourselves and to others.

– Fraser drummond

Dominoes, Dominoes, Dominoes 
for Days and Guavaberry 

Wine for Christmas

St. John Tradewinds News Photo File by Eliza Magro 

Guy Benjamin smiles for the camera on his 
birthday in 2007 while engaged in one of his favorite 
pastimes, playing dominoes. 
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Happy
Holidays!

 

St. John Tradewinds
This Festival season on St. John, 

Friends of V.I. National Park Pro-
gram Manager Audrey 
Penn and elementary 
educator Valerie Prakas 
have paired their en-
thusiasm for their “real 
jobs” into something to 
celebrate.

The sweetest booth 
in Festival Village, The 
Shuga Shack, will be 
going green this year to celebrate 
conservation and education during 
Festival 2012.

Everyone makes at least one trip 
to the shack each night, right? So 
make it count! Order your Electric 

Lemonade this year in a special, 
reusable and recyclable cup made 
just for festival. At $8 a cup, it’s 

a deal! 
Festival-goers who 

buy the specially-sized 
cup and bring it back 
each night receive more 
Electric Lemonade on 
each round, save the 
planet, and have a me-
mento with which to re-
member Festival 2012!  

That sounds like a reason to cel-
ebrate to us!  

For more information about 
supporting the Plastic is Drastic 
movement on St. John, contact 
Friends of VINP at 779-4940.

sweet way to Go Green 
during Festival 2012

by sowa Note
Entertainment Editor
St. John Tradewinds

Ron Krill announced plans for the 3rd An-
nual Coral Bay Brews Festival. This year “al-
ternative” steel pan music will be the theme. 
Featured will be bagpipes and harmonicas with 
steel pans. 

“I think this will showcase the direction I’d 
like steel pan music to take. Bagpipes and har-
monicas just don’t get the respect they should 
when played with steel pans.”

Mr. Krill continued, “Brews have been a ma-
jor part of music since pre-history. In a cave 
near New Orleans they found the remnants of a 
3-string guitar and a pottery shard that analysis 
showed had held a brew.” 

And he added that they have been a major part 
of St. John history and continue to be central to 
its future. He wants to celebrate that fact with the 
Brews Festival. This replaced Steve Shaman’s 
Booze Festival that became totally besotted.

Funding will again be provided by prominent 
island business couple Niles and Susan Chair. 

“Brews have been the chief focus of our 
lives,” said the Chairs. 

The local Kebin & Chong Brewery will be the 
sole suds supplier.

Star performers will be Pans, Goat bladders 
and Reeds from the Isle of Right with their hit 
“Brews before Sunrise,” The Misbegotten and 
Forgotten from jazz hot spot Littltit, Thailand 
and The Pan Perpetrators from Upper Kaput, 
Nevis featuring Adele.

The venue has not been set since the regular 
site will be disrupted by the construction of the 
eastern-most terminal of the Bullet Train. If you 
have a large backyard (attendance was 3,305 last 
year) and have ear plugs, you might want to con-
sider hosting the popular festival. Krill says he 
will throw in two free tickets.

July 4th was selected since there is nothing 
much going on the island at that time and the 
weather is so reliably cool.

“Unfortunately, Niles and Susan plan to be on 
a Costa cruise to Somalia celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic and will 
miss the whole festival,” said Krill.

Plans are already under way for next year’s 
“Summer Brews: Carillons and Kazoos” that will 
feature The Dothan Alabama Marching Comb & 
Paper Ensemble and The Bells of St. Mary’s.

Brews Festival Slated for July

Almost the Local News
by Rudy Patton               http://almostlocalnews.blogspot.com               allmostlocalnews@gmail.com

Stop by Shuga 
Shack, at left, to 
pick up electric 
lemonade in 
reusable plastic 
cups. 

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photo by Jaime Elliott
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Seafan coral bracelet

R&I PATTON goldsmithing
Mongoose Junction

776‐6548        (800) 626‐3445 

chat@pattongold.com www.pattongold.com 

PROPERTYKINGTM

Tel. 340-643-6348 or 340-643-0163

It's almost time to "Play 
Mas, Jump Up and Enjoy 
Yourselves for Festival 
2012" as the U.S. Custom's 
parking lot in Cruz Bay 
closed in preparation for 
Festival Village. Workers 
were erecting booths last 
week in the parking lot 
which will soon feature 
music and entertainment, 
as well as food and drink, 
nightly. The village opens on 
Friday, June 29, and will be 
named in honor of Ashley 
Boynes this year. 

Tucker's Ville: Festival Village Coming To Life
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St. John Tradewinds News Photos Courtesy of Sally Blackmore

The overall male and female finishers were Darel 
Christopher Jr. and Sally Blackmore, above. Top male 
finishers, Christopher, Reggis Douglas and James Weekes 
join Blackmore at the finish line at Hawksnest Bay, below.

St. John Tradewinds
Together with federal law 

enforcement partners, Virgin 
Islands law enforcement agen-
cies will stage random passen-
ger screening operations for 
persons traveling by barge or 
passenger ferry to participate in 
the annual Fourth of July fes-
tivities on St. John.

“As the events surrounding 
the Fourth of July celebration 
begin to take shape, I remind 
everyone that the passenger 
screening initiative is for ev-

eryone’s safety,” said Gover-
nor John deJongh. “We first 
implemented this initiative 
three years ago and each year, 
it has yielded an incident-free 
festival. On average, more than 
5,000 passengers are screened 
at checkpoints on St. Thomas.”

The screenings will be on 
random days and will occur ei-
ther at Red Hook or at the Cruz 
Bay docks or at both locations. 
Passengers are encouraged to 
have a form of identification 
on their person and to comply 

with the directions of the secu-
rity officers to avoid any delays 
in the screening and boarding 
process.

Agencies participating in the 
screening include: V.I. Police 
Department; V.I. Port Authori-
ty; and the Department of Plan-
ning and Natural Resources. 
Federal law enforcement part-
ners include: Transportation 
Security Administration; Cus-
toms and Border Protection; 
Homeland Security; and the 
Coast Guard.

by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

A total of 15 riders headed out 
under sunny skies on Saturday 
morning, June 16, for the annual 
Festival Bike Race.

After completing the challeng-
ing 14 mile course — which has 
cyclists start in Cruz Bay, wind 
along Centerline Road to Coral 
Bay, then head down King’s Hill 
Road and finally along North Shore 
Road to the finish line at Hawk-
snest Bay — it was Darel Chris-
topher Jr. from the British Virgin 
Islands who took first place with a 
time of one hour and two minutes, 
according to St. John Festival and 
Cultural Organization officials.

Reggie Douglas from Nevis 
took second place on the men’s 
side with fellow Nevian James 
Weekes taking third place. 

On the women’s side, Sally 
Blackmore of the BVI’s finished 
first with a time of one hour, and 
nineteen minutes. She was fol-
lowed by Margaret Majette of St. 
John who took second place and 
Jude Woodcock of St. John who 
finished in third place.

All finishers were awarded 
medals and Festival and Cultural 
Organization officials also handed 
out trophies and cash prizes to the 
top finishers.

Congratulations to all of the rid-
ers!

bVi Cyclists take men’s and women’s 
titles at Festival bike race

Barge and Ferry Passenger screening Will 
Help Keep Fourth of July Festivities safe



Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

Three adorable young ladies 
strutted their stuff on the stage at 
the Winston Wells ball field during 
the St. John Festival Princess Se-
lection Pageant on Sunday evening, 
June 17.

A huge crowd enjoyed the en-
tertaining show which featured the 
Dynamic Dancing Divas, Mickey 
Mouse and Friends and music by 
Wrection Band in addition to the 
six competitive segments.

Princess Contestant #1 Sh’Nyah 
Bacon, Contestant #2 La’Monee 
Morris and Contestant #3 Tashiya 
King each treated the crowd to an 
impressive performance, but in the 
end only one of these young ladies 
could take home the crown.

Winning Best Evening Wear, 
Miss Intellect, Most Photogenic, 
Best Sports Wear and Best Sto-
rybook Character, Bacon was 
crowned St. John Festival Princess 
2012/2013. Morris was named 
Miss Congeniality and Best Talent, 
while King was named Miss Coop-
erative.

Each of the contestants wowed 
the crowd during the opening seg-
ment and the swimwear portion 
of the show. In a dazzling bright 
pink one-piece suit with white 
polka-dots, and an oversized white 
sun hat, Bacon was ready for the 
waves.

Morris embraced an adorable 

sailor theme for her swim wear 
segment, sporting a red and white 
striped one-piece with a red and 
blue striped skirt and a jaunty sailor 
hat. In a beautiful teal monokini 
with sparkling mesh detail, King 
looked as pretty as a mermaid dur-
ing the segment. 

For the sports wear segment of 
the show, Bacon got the crowd’s 
energy level high as she strutted her 
stuff in a Julius E. Sprauve School 
cheerleader outfit complete with 
pom poms. Morris embodied a 
stylish motorcycle rider for the seg-
ment while King dazzled in a black 
and pink jumpsuit, dressed ready 
for a NASCAR stock racing event.

With a bright red bonnet and 
green and white striped stockings, 
Bacon shared the story of Strawber-
ry Shortcake while showing off her 
baton moves during the storybook 
character segment of the show. 

Morris transformed into a Power 
Puff girl for her storybook character 
segment and defeated the evil char-
acter ready to harm St. John Festi-
val. Showing poise and a flair for 
drama, King told the moving story 
of Disney’s Mulan fighter and had 
impressive sword moves to match.

The impressive girls continued 
to wow the crowd during the tal-
ent segment of the night. Bacon 
embodied a young girl destined to 
learn the importance of history, di-
versity and unity while showing off 
dance and singing talent. 

Morris showed off years of 
dancing and music classes with a 
performance which included tap 
dance and playing tunes on both the 
trumpet and steel pan.

King again showcased her talent 
for acting, embodying a young girl 
whose mother finally relents and 
allows her to play steel pan in Fes-
tival Parade, while acting the parts 
with precision and showing off her 
skill on the steel pan.

After music by Wrection Band 
and children getting the chance to 
play with special guests Mickey 
Mouse and Friends, it was time for 
the evening wear segment of the 
show. In a dress with tiers of white 
crystals, Bacon was as pretty as 
the princess she was hoping to be 
crowned. Morris looked darling in a 
teal blue dress accented with a crys-
tal-studded bodice. King looked as 
beautiful as a tropical flower in her 
confection of tangerine and pink. 

All three young ladies showed 
maturity and poise as they an-
swered thoughtfully during the Q 
and A portion of the night and then 
it was time. The crowd cheered 
with excitement as emcee Sheldon 
Turnbull read off the winning con-
testant for each category. And then, 
it was finally what the crowd was 
waiting for.. 

“St. John Festival Princess is...
Contestant #1 Sh’Nyah Bacon,” 
Turnbull said, to thunderous ap-
plause by the crowd.
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Canines, Cats & Critters
Our new location is 2.5 miles out of  Cruz Bay on Centerline Road (next to Moses’ Laundromat)

boarding       grooming       pet supplies
tel: 693-7780  l  email: k9catscritters@yahoo.com

We’ve 
Moved

We have 
fish

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Tristan Ewald  

St. John Festival Princess 2012/2013 Sh'Nyah Bacon 
wins the crown. Additional photos on page 18.

Sh’Nyah Bacon Crowned St. John Festival Princess 2012/2013

Virgin Islands Vacations & Villas

14th 
Anniversary

Celebrating 14 years of 
providing exceptional 

property management 
& booking services 

to our clients!
Want to list your home 

with VIVA? 
Call (888) 856-4601

for more details
VIVA-we match your taste, style 

and budget!
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Record-setting is the perfect way to describe the largest 

junior sailing regatta in the U.S. Virgin Islands and in the 
Caribbean. 

A first-time ever 127 8- to 15-year-olds representing 15 
countries set sail in the 20th Anniversary Scotiabank Inter-
national Optimist Regatta, June 22 to June 24. And that’s 
not all!

An all-time high of 78 sailors competed in the pre-regatta 
Sea Star Clinic June 18 to 20 and record 15 teams raced in 
the Sea Star Team Racing Championships on June 21.

“Unbelievable and beautiful” is how St. Thomas’ Henry 
Menin, who is now chairman of the International Sailing 
Federation’s Match Racing Committee, described the growth 
of a regatta that he and former St. Thomas Yacht Club junior 
sailing instructor, Karen Paige, founded two decades ago. 

“The regatta happened because it needed to happen,” said 
Menin. “There was fertile ground for junior sailing to take 
hold here and in the whole of the Caribbean.” 

The Scotiabank International Optimist Regatta is an event 
that has grown exponentially, and welcomed hundreds of 
international sailors over the years. Yet, it’s a regatta that 
has literally stayed in the family too. Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Joe Affoo, for example, is back for his 17th year. Affoo first 
came with his three sons and now with 13-year-old daughter 
Abigail, who participated in the Sea Star Clinic.

“I had a lot of fun in the clinic,” said Affoo. “Best of all I 
was able to improve my starts and get accustomed to racing 
in bigger fleets.”

The clinic was run by internationally-recognized coaches 
from OptiSailors.com, who included St. Thomas Yacht Club 
Coach, Agustin ‘Argy’ Resano; Gonzalo ‘Bocha’ Pollitzer, 
Manuel ‘Manny’ Resano and Esteban ‘Pilo’ Rocha from Op-
tisailors.com, Eric Bardes from Team Florida Ocean Racing, 

Santiago Galan, US Virgin Islands team coach and Justine 
O’Connor, and USA team coach. 

Fifteen teams of five sailors each took to the seas off St. 
Thomas’ east end to compete in the Sear Star Team Rac-
ing Championships on June 21. At the conclusion, it was the 
USA Worlds Team, made up of Roman Screve, Ivan Shesto-
palov, Wiley Rogers, Nic Muller and Will Logue, which 
emerged victorious.

“It’s difficult racing in cold water but we acclimated better 
here and I think that helped us,” said Screve, from Califor-
nia.

“Working as a team,” is how Miller, from Florida, de-
scribed the reason for the team’s success.

For Will Logue, from Connecticut, “it was the breeze 
here. I love the winds in the Virgin Islands.”

“Not getting into any problems,” was Florida-based 
Shestopalov’s winning explanation.

“We worked well together and it was a solid winning 

combination,” added Wiley Rogers from Texas.
Rogers is the 2011 Scotiabank International Optimist Re-

gatta champion. He’s ready for the challenge of defending 
his title.

“I’m training for the World Championships in the Domin-
ican Republic in July and I just want to improve and do as 
well as I can,” said Rogers.

The 20th Annual Scotiabank International Optimist Re-
gatta got underway Friday, June 22. Sailors representing 
Antigua, the Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, the British Vir-
gin Islands, Dominican Republic, Curacao, Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, Russia, Spain, St. Maarten, Trinidad and Tobago, the 
USA and USVI competed in this three-day regatta that ends 
Sunday.

“Scotiabank has been a strong supporter of the Interna-
tional Optimist Regatta since the very beginning, some 20 
years ago,” said Lawrence Aqui, vice president of Scotiabank 
for the U.S. Virgin Islands. “As a title sponsor of this annual 
event, through our global philanthropic vision, the Scotia-
bank Bright Future Program, we bring together the passion 
of our employees, the insight of our partners and the spirit 
of our community. Scotiabank believes in the importance of 
encouraging kids to get active and involved in sports.”

In addition to the hi-caliber racing, shoreside activities 
included a Parade of Nations and Welcome Party, as well 
as a Caribbean-themed night that include fire blowers and 
finally a beachside barbecue and Awards Ceremony on Sun-
day, June 24.

Trophies were awarded to the top five finishers in each 
fleet and top three overall. Additional trophies include the 
Peter Ives’ Perpetual Trophy, the Chuck Fuller Sportsman-
ship Award and the Top Female sailor.

 For more information, visit the St. Thomas Yacht Club 
website at www.styc.net.
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Present this ad. Save 10%
Savor a delectable meal at Cruz Bay Prime in the 

comfort and luxury of a spacious open air setting. 
Offering the freshest Regional Seafood and 

Prime, Aged Choice Grass Fed Angus Steaks, 
all are classically prepared with a modern twist and 
finished with sumptuous desserts and fine coffees.

Above the MAin Lobby
Serving WedneSdAy - SundAy

6:00 - 10:00 pM
bAr & Lounge open 5:00 - 11:00 pM

reServAtionS highLy recoMMended
693-8000, ext. 1799

WR-TW 3.19.2012 CBPrime.indd   1 3/15/12   5:29 PM

USA World Team Wins 2012 Team Racing Championship

St. John Tradewiinds News Photo by Dean Barnes

Scotiabank Sea Star Clinic and Team Racing 
Championship drew a record crowd of sailors.



St. John Tradewinds
Auditions for the Ruth “Sis” Frank Performance 

Merit Scholarships were hosted on Saturday, June 16, 
at St. John School of the Arts.  

Three independent community leaders judged six 
auditions. Tiareh Schaub won Platinum Level for the-

ater and Silver Level for voice. 
Emily Wild (art) and Jah-Haile Bruce (music) won 

Gold Placement. John Ovcina (piano) won Silver 
Level and Kaitlyn Cummings (dance) won Bronze 
Level. 

 Congratulations to all those talented students! 
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Five students Earn sJsA merit scholarships

St. John Tradewinds
Department of Health Acting 

Commissioner Darice Plaskett 
said last week that the department 
received reports of confirmed cas-
es of Dengue Fever in the territory 
and urged residents who exhibit 
symptoms including nausea, eye, 
joint and muscle pain, to seek im-
mediate medical care.

A Dengue Fever case was con-
firmed in the St. Thomas/St. John 
District and another case involved 
a visitor to the island of St. Croix 
who tested positive for Dengue 
Fever. Neither individuals, one of 
whom was a 58-year-old woman 
and the other a 17-year-old male, 
were hospitalized.

DOH is also awaiting confirma-
tion of a suspected Dengue Fever 
case in the St. Croix District.

Dengue Fever cases can only be 
confirmed through testing and all 
health care providers are reminded 
that all suspected cases should im-
mediately be reported to the DOH, 
explained Dr. Thomas Morris, 

DOH Epidemiologist. 
A Notification of Infectious Dis-

ease Form should be submitted via 
confidential fax to 713-1508. The 
form can be downloaded from the 
DOH website www.healthvi.org.

Last week, DOH issued its an-
nual Dengue Fever Advisory, to 
coincide with the Hurricane Sea-
son, which runs June 1 through 
November 31.

“Increased rains can make cer-
tain areas near the home a haven 
for mosquito breeding and place 
individuals at risk for Dengue 
Fever,” Plaskett said. “We went 
through both the hurricane and 
rainy seasons last year without a 
positive case of Dengue being re-
ported and with these confirmed 
cases, we urge residents to be vigi-
lant and help their communities 
and the Department of Health stop 
the spread of Dengue Fever by do-
ing basic things.”

Dengue Fever is caused by a 
virus transmitted by the Aedes Ae-
gypti mosquito and symptoms in-

clude headache, joint and muscle 
pain, nausea, vomiting and loss 
of appetite. Residents should seek 
immediate care, if they have those 
symptoms, Morris explained.

More complicated cases of Den-
gue Fever can result in Dengue 
Hemorrhagic Fever which is char-
acterized by high fever, bleeding 
and circulatory failure and in rare 
instances, may result in death.

Morris also urged residents to 
spray dark closets as  the mosqui-
tos which cause Dengue are usu-
ally in the house.

“They hide in dark closets and 
sleep when we sleep and are awake 
when we are awake,” he said.

DOH is also tracking reports 
of Dengue Fever in nearby Puerto 
Rico, according to Plaskett. 

“The Virgin Islands is home to 
many Puerto Rico natives, many 
of whom travel back and forth be-
tween islands so we urge residents 
who experience Dengue Fever 
symptoms after traveling, to seek 
immediate care,” he said. 

AMOS
Our son has died, without warning or goodbye; his 
handsome body laid quietly to rest next to Ruby.

My big brother is gone, with his laughter and smile, my 
protector and hero now at peace with his Ruby.

My father did not come home, only a picture to comfort 
me; he is now under the tree next to Ruby.

My husband cannot comfort me, my mind struggles 
with the loss; he is now with his sister Ruby.

The settled earth marks Ruby’s grave, her death a tender 
memory, her tears for Amos now moisten the soil

Next to Ruby lies his burial mound, while the fresh 
earth settled around Amos, his soul quickly escaped

Our garden of tears so carefully tended, with small 
stones and crosses to remind us of where

We gather on birthdays to celebrate their day and share 
in our sorrow because they are not here

Reinforced by the comfort that all have bestowed, our 
spirits and hearts fight all the despair

With bonfires at the graves of our beloved Amos and 
Ruby, we send messages of love and ask for their help

Yet each day the bright sun brings fresh hope and new 
life to a family whose tears are dried by its power

To those who comforted us with words and tears,

You have filled our hearts and eased our fears

To our son of the soil, who was born out of love,

You are now an angel, with glory and power from above,  

The Guavaberry trees now share our children; with their 
fresh roots and branches they give new life,

We are a family that lives in two worlds, one that walks 
the perilous earth and one that loves us from above

So you say how sad and tragic a loss we endure,

Our Amos rests so peacefully, with his spirit so pure. 

Amos Rutnik
August 17, 1970 - June 26, 2011

Upon this anniversary we are reminded again of the outpouring 
of love and compassion, the generous acts of labor and support, 

the contributions to Amos’s family and children and the many 
kindnesses that have touched us deeply as we mourn our 
beloved son, Amos—we are forever grateful. Thank you.

The Rutnik family
Andrew, Janet, Sophie, Cindy, Cristian, Jessica and Frances

Clockwise from Top 
Left: Emily Wild, Jah-Haile 
Bruce, John Ovcina, Kaitlyn 
Cummings and Tiareh 
Schaub.

St. John Tradewiinds News 
Photos Courtesy of SJSA

DOH Confirms Cases of Dengue Fever in territory



St. John Tradewinds
This year the Ruby Rutnik 

Scholarship Fund received its 
highest number of applications 
— nine — and gave the highest 
number of awards with each ap-
plicant receiving an annual award 
of $1,500 or $2,500 for this com-
ing academic year, 2012-2013. 

These awards are merit and fi-
nancial aid scholarships. This is 
a special year as it culminates the 
last 15 years that the Rutnik fam-
ily, with the help of the Virgin Is-
lands community, has hosted the 
Annual Ruby Rutnik Memorial 
Softball Tournament, which has 
been the largest inter-island sports 
event in the VI. The first tourna-
ment in 1997 was hosted by Love 
City’s own Royal Sisters.

The Ruby Rutnik Scholarship 
Fund Selection Committee has 
chosen Grace Bartolucci and Ju-
lia Hogroian of Antilles School, 
Christin Marsh of Southern Ad-
ventist University, Khadijah Lee 
of Charlotte Amalie High School, 
Kissa Williams and Jhelisa Krig-
ger of Ivanna Eudora Kean High 
School, and Kaneeka Hodge, 
Kanika Liburd and Jeanie Patrie 
of Gifft Hill School for the 2012-
2013 annual scholarship awards. 

Kissa Williams was given the 
$2,500 Tournament Champion-
ship award that the Lady Devil 

Ray’s won in this year’s tourna-
ment.

In addition to the nine awards to 
this year’s applicants, two schol-
arships will also be given to Gifft 
Hill School students. One of the 
two $2,500 awards will be going 
to a new student, boy or girl. This 
award is given in honor of Elaine 
Penn for her tireless work with 
the Love City Pan Dragons over 
the years. The Pan Dragons par-
ents and supporters have manned 
the concession for the Softball 
Tournament for the past decade or 
more. 

Last year this award was given 
in honor of Miss Alice O’Connor, 
an early founder of the Royal Sis-
ters. Since 2008 a one year $2,500 
award is given to a qualifying 
student, boy or girl, to attend the 
early learning center at Gifft Hill 
School. Applications for these two 
scholarships are available through 
Beth Knight at Gifft Hill School at 
776-6595.

Gifft Hill School was Ruby’s 
alma mater back in the early days 
of its founding as Pine Peace 
School. Many will recall that 
Ruby was a senior at American 
University when she died tragi-
cally in a car crash.  Because of 
her local fame as a championship 
pitcher while at Antilles School, 
a Softball Tournament was estab-

lished to raise funds for the Schol-
arships given in her memory.

Since 1997 more than $140,000 
scholarship awards have been 
given out and the Ruby Rutnik 
Scholarship Fund has raised over 
$400,000 leaving an endowment 
fund of $250,000 which will be-
come the foundation grant for the 
Gifft Hill School’s Scholarship/
Financial Aid Endowment Fund.

Through the generous support 
of an anonymous donor $100,000 
will be offered this fall to quali-
fying students wishing to attend 
Gifft Hill School from pre-school 
through high school. 

This annual scholarship/finan-
cial aid donation will give the Gifft 
Hill School Endowment Fund five 
years to achieve its’ million dollar 
goal, enabling it to sustain the an-
nual award of $100,000 in finan-
cial aid to Virgin Islands students 
wishing to attend this world class 
school.

The Ruby Rutnik Scholarship 
Fund, Inc. and the Rutnik family 
are deeply grateful for the support 
of the community these past 16 
years and look forward to grow-
ing success for future students. 
The scholarship winners join the 
Rutnik family in expressing grati-
tude to the Virgin Islands commu-
nity for its continued support of 
the Scholarship Fund. 
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Complimentary 
Wagapalooza photos: 

to download photos visit
tropicalfocus.zenfolio.com/waga2012

berOpen 7 Nights a Weekopen 6  days  .  c losed tuesdays
693.7755 or  w w w.latapast john.com

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott 

Services continue to dwindle at Morris 
F. deCastro Clinic. The clinic also no 
longer provides women's health services.

Nine Awarded Ruby Rutnik Scholarship

St. John Tradewinds
Department of Health Acting Commissioner Darice Plas-

kett announced last week that the department will soon im-
plement new procedures for obtaining a Health Certificate/
Food Handler Card, commonly referred to as a health card. 

As part of these new procedures, beginning June 25, the 
Morris F. de Castro Clinic on St. John will no longer serve 
as repository for laboratory specimens necessary for obtain-
ing a health card.

“This new procedure is being established to ensure prop-
er collection, storage and transport of laboratory specimens 
that are compliant with guidelines established by the Clini-
cal and Laboratory Standards Institute,” Plaskett said.

The process for acquiring a health card territory-wide 
will also involve an educational video on infection control 
and proper food handling as well as demonstrations of hand 
washing techniques.

“Food handlers’ knowledge of infection prevention and 
control measures such as proper hand washing techniques 
will help to reduce the transmission of food borne illnesses 
and safeguard the health of the community,” Plaskett said. 

DOH No Longer Accepting Samples 
for Health Cards at deCastro Clinic



by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

“What’s going on with the WAPA me-
ters?” is a question that has been on many 
St. John lips lately.

Some St. John homeowners who have 
purchased and installed solar panels enjoyed 
watching their old V.I. Water and Power Au-
thority analog meters spinning backwards 
since they were producing their own energy 
instead of using the grid system.

These same residents, however, did not 
enjoy it when WAPA officials removed 
those analog meters and replaced them with 
new digital meters.

“A lot of people are excited about so-
lar power and went out and got solar pan-
els,” said one resident who asked to not be 
named. “After you have the panels installed 
you go out and see that WAPA has replaced 
their back-spinning meter with this new one 
that doesn’t show how much energy you are 
producing.” 

“After you see this, you call WAPA and it 
takes forever for them to come out and give 
you a net meter,” said the resident.

While it’s easy to point a finger at the 
public utility provider, WAPA officials are 
only doing their jobs when they replace the 
old analog meters, explained Dan Boyd, 
owner of Island Solar.

“You have to have a net meter agreement 
with WAPA, which means that you go down 
and fill out the necessary paperwork and 
have the electrical system inspected by De-
partment of Planning and Natural Resources 
and take that paperwork into WAPA and do 
an agreement that you will be doing net me-
tering,” said Boyd.

People who are seeing WAPA switch out 
their analog meters with digital meters have 
not completed those net meter agreements 
with the public utility, Boyd added.

The meters WAPA is removing did spin 
backwards, but they did not calculate how 
much energy was being produced by a solar 

grid tie system, explained Boyd.
“When you put in a grid tie system with 

that old analog meter, it will spin backwards, 
but WAPA can’t tell from those meters what 
you are putting back into the system,” said 
Boyd. “Say you have an eight kilowatt sys-
tem, WAPA doesn’t know what you are pro-
ducing; it just made your meter spin back-
wards.”

The new net meters, which WAPA in-
stalls after residents complete their net me-
ter agreements, will keep track of how much 
power a solar grid is producing, explained 
Boyd.

“The new net meters will be able to tell 

what you use and what you can put back 
into the system,” he said. 

Residents who have had their meters 
switched from analog to digital still need to 
complete their net meter agreements with 
WAPA, according to Boyd.

“What happened is the installers did not 
get the paperwork completely done,” said 
Boyd. “So what you have to do is go to 
WAPA and request a net meter agreement. It 
takes about two weeks to a month and once 
you get that agreement, they’ll come out and 
put in a net meter.”

Once the net meter agreement is complete 
and WAPA installs the new meter, residents 
can just sit back and watch their saving pile 
up, Boyd added.

“Once you have the net meter and every-
thing is in place, you will see exactly what 
you are producing,” he said. “And WAPA 
will be able to tell what the solar power sys-
tem is putting back into their grid so they 
can have a good audit.”
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“The new net meters will be 
able to tell what you use and 
what you can put back into the 
system.”

– Dan Boyd, owner of Island Solar

Sailview Guest Suites

Reasonably priced well appointed guest suites with views of Coral 

Bay Harbor, A/C, Cable TV, DVD, WiFi, mini refrigerator, coffee 

maker, beach chairs, beach towels and cooler. Each suite has sepa-

rate entrance, private bath and private terrace. Sailview is only five 

minutes to Coral Bay. $775-$945 per suite per week; $125-$145 

per suite per night. 340-514-0315; www.sailviewstjohn.com

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

	 	 4 4 Master Bedrooms

	 	 4 Plus 3 Guest Bedrooms

	 	 4 Pool, Hot Tub, Tennis, WiFi

	 	 4 Walking Distance to Beaches

	 	 4 Spectacular Sunrise/Sunset Views

www.GreatExpectationsUSVI.com 

See Website for Specials. 1-800-553-0109

VILLA RENTALS

GIBNEY BEACH VILLAS

Luxury air-conditioned West Indian cottages with the white sand 

beach at your doorstep. Located on Hawksnest Bay within the Vir-

gin Islands National Park. For more information or reservations visit 

www.gibneybeachvillas.com or call 340-643-2936.

Southern Serenity

A magnificent luxury 3 bedroom/2 bath resort condo located on 

the Cruz Bay waterfront with spectacular views. Sleeps 6-8, fully 

equipped kitchen, heated pool and hot tub, gym, reserved parking, 

WiFi, plasma TV and more. A short walk from the ferry dock and 

convenient to grocery, shopping and restaurants. Visit our website at  

www.stjohnvacationrental.net or email info@stjohnvacationrental.net 

ISSUE NO. 6    ST. JOHN MAGAZINe    l    111

Gibney 

beach Villas

luxury air-conditioned West indian 

cottages with the white sand beach at 

your doorstep. located on hawksnest 

bay within the Virgin islands national 

Park. For more information or reserva-

tions visit www.gibneybeachvillas.com 

or call 340-643-2936.

solar Producers must Complete Net meter Agreements with wAPA
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Check out Wild Thyme Boutique's new digs on the first floor of Palm Plaza.

Wild Thyme Boutique Opens 
in New Palm Plaza Location

Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

After five years in Wharfside 
Village, Wild Thyme Boutique 
opened its doors in a new location 
recently.

With plenty of customer park-
ing, Wild Thyme owners are 
thrilled with their new home on 
the first floor of Palm Plaza, across 
from St. John Market.

“We moved over here because 
the space became available and 
because there is parking,” said 
Keturah Williams, who owns the 

boutique with her parents Mari-
jean and Bill Williams.

Wild Thyme’s new home is the 
exact same size as its previous 
Wharfside location, yet feels big-
ger, Williams explained.

“We didn’t lose any space,” 
said Williams. “And even though 
it’s the exact same size, the lay-
out feels more like a boutique in 
here.”

From bright Jams clothing for 
men and women, to oversized 
straw sun hats, jewelry and shoes, 
Wild Thyme has literally some-

thing for everyone.
For little ones there are bathing 

suits, shirts, shorts and dresses. 
Men will find high-quality Hawai-
ian style button down shirts, board 
shorts and T-shirts. 

Ladies will want to check out 
Wild Thyme’s Jam clothing line 
full of funky printed tank tops, 
dresses, skirts and more. And 
don’t miss the shop’s new Custo 
Barcelona line of brightly printed 
dresses, tops and skirts from the 
hot Spanish designer.

SUMMER TIME…50% Local Discount

  • $40.00 Maho – double occupancy
  • $52.50 Concordia – double occupancy
     per night for USVI/BVI & PR Residents  
  • $80.00 Maho & $105.00 Concordia
     low season rate for non-residents
   

Enjoy swimming, snorkeling and hiking
at Maho Bay Camps

and Concordia Eco-Tents

340-715-0500
www.maho.org PO Box 310, St. John USVI 00831

 Sunday Brunch 

9am-1pm 

LIVE Classical G
uitar Music

• $42.50 Maho – double occupancy
• $55.00 Concordia – eco-tent dble. occ.
per night for USVI, BVI & PR Residents

• $85.00 Maho / $110.00 Concordia
per night for non-residents (low season)

crane

ROBERT CRANE
ARCHITECT, A.I.A.

P.O. BOX 370
CRUZ BAY, ST. JOHN
U.S.V.I. 00831

(340) 776-6356Coral Bay
Garden Center

Open Tuesday-
Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Tel: 693-5579

Beautifying America’s Paradise

Huge Discount
on volume sales

Happy Holidays!

Providing Service for Over 20 Years

Continued on Page 18

by Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

With school out and Festival 
just about under way, V.I. Envi-
ronmental Resource Station of-
ficials are getting ready to wel-
come campers to their popular, 
annual, free summer programs.

Each year, the remote South 
Shore research facility located 
near Lameshur Bay welcomes 
students of various ages to en-
joy several different camp ex-
periences, ranging from a two-
night stay to week-long Ranger 
in Training program. 

Friends of Virgin Islands Na-
tional Park officials have been 
sponsoring the camps for the 
past 12 years and are delighted 
to be able to offer a total of 110 
campers the chance to experi-
ence these nature-based pro-
grams.

For the younger kids between 
seven and 12 years old, VIERS 
offers four three-day, two-night 
Eco-camps during the month of 
July. The first camp meets from 
July 9 to 11, with successive 
camps meeting from July 12 to 
14, July 16 to 18 and the final 
camps from July 19 to 21.

Participants in the VIERS 
Eco-camps will be able to cool 
off by snorkeling nearby pris-
tine Lameshur Bay, learn about 
the area during a shoreline hike 
with a V.I. National Park Rang-
er and even enjoy s’mores and 
camps fires under the stars.

This year, VIERS officials 
also have a few new activities 
for Eco-campers.

“We’ve built a few raised 
beds for gardens and planted a 
bunch of fruit trees out here this 
year,” said Randy Fish, VIERS 
manager. “In addition to our 
standard marine biology, this 
summer at Eco-camps we’re 
going to focus on organic gar-
dening.”

“We’re going to be planting 
vegetables and building raised 
beds,” Fish said. “Also each 
camper will take home seed-
lings and the knowledge of how 
to become little farmers.”

Students from across St. 
John, St. Thomas and St. Croix 
are welcome to take part in the 
camps, and VIERS officials 
will even pick the campers up 
in Cruz Bay, Fish added.

“It’s difficult to get all the 
way out here, especially for 
people in Cruz Bay and on St. 
Thomas,” he said. “But parents 
don’t even have to make the 
trek out here. We’ll pick the 
kids up in Cruz Bay at 9:30 a.m. 
the first day of camp and take 
them back the last day.”

In addition to the four Eco-
camps for the little ones, VI-
ERS is also hosting a Science 
Camp for students between the 
ages of 13 and 15 from July 23 
through July 27.

“The students at Science 

still Room for Campers 
at vieRs eco-Camps

Continued on Page 19



Jaime Elliott
St. John Tradewinds

A truly spectacular Caribbean 
estate, Rhapsody will have you 
singing this villa’s praises from 
your first glimpse of its expansive 
infinity edge pool.

Located just 50 feet from the 
sea on Contant Point, this exquisite 
five bedroom, six bath home is for 
sale for $5.95 million, explained 
Islandia Real Estate broker/owner 
Merry Nash.

“Since the home is only 50 feet 
from the water, you can hear the 
sound of surf from every room,” 
said Nash. “The villa is complete-
ly air conditioned and offers lots of 
parking as well as a large garage.”

Located on a full half-acre wa-
terfront lot, it is the commanding 
view which will enthrall you at 
Rhapsody. It will surely be diffi-
cult to pull yourself away from the 
16-foot-by-32-foot infinity pool or 
expansive deck. Soak up the sun 
from a pool-side lounge chair or 
enjoy sundowners while watching 
the sky fill with fiery colors in the 

four-person hot tub.
A shaded deck area offers an 

incredible outside living space and 
beckons as the spot to watch yachts 
cruising by and take in those tropi-
cal sunsets.

The great house and several 
pods surround the pool and deck 
area and boast private balconies. 
Each of the bedrooms is en suite 
and two of the master suites also 
include private sitting areas.

The modern kitchen has granite 
counter tops, hardwood cabinetry 
and stainless steel appliances while 
the great room includes beautiful 
native stone walls, oversized win-
dows and a unique masonry con-
struction, explained Nash.

“There are lots of stone walls 
and a distinctive ‘show through’ 
plaster finish on some exterior 
walls which gives the look of an 
aged, Danish Caribbean villa or 
fort,” said the Islandia Real Estate 
owner/broker.

A popular high-end short term 
rental, Rhapsody accommodates 
up to 10 adults and four children, 

while maintaining the feel of a pri-
vate get-away.

Located just north of the en-
trance to Great Cruz Bay harbor 
on Contant Point, the home is also 
only a short drive to the dining and 
shopping of Cruz Bay and not far 
from the white sand beaches of 
North Shore Road. 

“Rhapsody is one of the top 
high-end rentals on St. John,” said 
Nash. “It’s located at the end of a 
road which means it is extremely 
private and quiet. But it’s on Con-
tant Point, so it’s really close to 
town too.”

While Rhapsody offers the pri-
vacy of a true Shangri-la, the home 
is conveniently located just a five 
minute drive to restaurants and 
shops. But with so much right at 
Rhapsody — how about six flat 
screen TVs, an iPod docking sys-
tem, wireless internet and outdoor 
speaker system — you might not 
be inclined to go anywhere.

For more information about 
Rhapsody, call Nash at 776-6666 
or on her cell at 642-2246.
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Listen to the Sound of the Surf at Rhapsody

Island Solar
Say No To WaPa

Grid tie systems

Battery stand alone systems

Solar Hot water systems

Solar Pool Pumps

“Off-grid living for 10 years on Lovango Cay.”
Dan Boyd

t: 340-642-0351 e: islandsolarvi@gmail.com
A V.I. Energy Office Authorized Vendor • Licensed & Insured

SAVE $$$$$ 
$4.50 to $5.00 a watt for most typical PV solar insatllations, 

includes shipping, permits and hookup

www.facebook.com/yelena.rogers.photography

Yelena Rogers Photography

PO Box 554, St. John, VI 00831

340-774-4027    603-401-4757

St. John Tradewinds News Photos

The water views from the beach-front villa Rhapsody are sure to enthrall.
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Crossword Answers — Puzzle on Page 20

NexT DeADLiNe:
ThurSDAy, JuNe 28th

 

2012-To-DATe
Homicides: 0

Shootings: 0

Stabbings: 0

Armed Robberies: 1

Arsons: 0

1st Degree Burglaries: 3

2nd Degree Burglaries: 1

3rd Degree Burglaries: 18

Grand Larcenies: 36

Rapes: 0

Please help St. John Get New Buses

I was asked to give a talk on global warming at 
Rotary Sunrise on St. Thomas. They said I had 10 
minutes so I thought that I might as well expand the 
subject a little.

Earth was created about 4.5 billion years ago and 
the first microscopic life formed within the first bil-
lion years, this limited form of life lasted about a bil-
lion years. In the process of living this microscopic 
life took in carbon dioxide and gave off oxygen and 
ozone. Over time most of these organisms died out 
and some new forms of life developed that took in 
oxygen and gave off carbon dioxide.

About a billion years ago the first multi-celled 
plants appeared. As recently as 650 million years ago 
the earth was so cold that all the oceans froze. 

About 230 million the dinosaurs evolved, about 
65 million years ago the dinosaurs became extinct, 
due to climate change possibly caused by a meteorite 
crashing into the planet. They lived a long time.

About 2 million years ago human ancestors de-
veloped. About 200,000 years ago modern humans 
developed and started to populate the planet. About 
32,000 the first cave paintings appeared and about 
8000 years ago humans started to plant crops and live 
in permanent settlements.  

About 100 years ago, when my grandfather was a 
boy, horse power was an animal you used to ride to 
work or pull your wagon. Forty five years ago hu-
mans walked on the moon.

Life on this planet is very diverse, there are be-
tween 500 and 1000 species of bacteria living in our 
bodies, many help us digest food and keep us clean 
and many more have no positive or negative effect 
on us. There are approximately 10 trillion cells in our 
bodies and about 10 times that many bacteria, fungi 
and other forms on life inside our bodies.

About 45 years ago the Gaia hypothesis was for-
mulated by the chemist James Lovelock. Initially this 
idea was ridiculed by other scientists, but recently it 
has been accepted by most scientists. 

This theory suggests that the earth is a living planet 
and all life as well as non life interact to create a sym-
biotic relationship. My simple version is the oak tree 
breaths in carbon dioxide and exhales oxygen, and 
drops acorns all over the ground. The squirrel eats the 
acorns breaths in the oxygen and exhales carbon di-
oxide and poops on the ground to fertilize the tree.   

Each year the world looses about 32 million acres 
of forests. Since 1946 we have reduced the amount 
of forested lands on the planet by 50 percent. Most of 
this reduction in forested lands is caused by expan-
sion of farming, to feed people. 

Today there are 765 motor vehicles per 100 people 
in the US, there are 12 per 100 in India and 10 per 100 
in China. As the people through out the world become 
more “affluent” the effects of our actions are going to 
have a much greater impact on the environment.

By measuring the Oxygen and CO2 content in 
deep ice scientists can determine the historic records 
of the planet’s atmosphere. CO2 is an important com-
ponent of Earth’s atmosphere because it absorbs and 
emits infrared radiation at wavelengths of 4.26 µm 
(asymmetric stretching vibrational mode and 14.99 
µm (bending vibration mode), thereby playing a role 
in the greenhouse effect.   

The green house effect is caused by a higher level 
of CO2, water vapor, nitric oxide, ozone and methane 
in the atmosphere which traps the heat, much like a 
car sitting in an open parking lot with the windows 
closes traps the heat from the sun’s rays hitting the 
inside the of the car through the windows.  

The present level of CO2 is higher than at any time 
during the last 800,000 years and likely higher than in 
the past 20 million years.

In the last 45 years there has been a reduction of 
260,000 square miles of Amazon forest. It has been 
estimated that this loss of uptake of CO2 increases 
green house gases by 10 percent each year.  

Each year the arctic ice melt is greater, which re-
duces the reflection of the sun’s rays off the ice and 
the open water absorbs the heat from the sun. Ocean 
water (as does all water) increases in volume as its 
temperature rises, this increase in volume results in 
higher sea levels

While the causes of global warming can be ar-
gued the fact is the planet is getting warmer, which is 
causing rising oceans. It is also causing more erratic 
weather patterns. Today animals and even plants in 
many parts of the world are migrating to higher eleva-
tions and moving away from the equator. Those that 
can’t migrate will become extinct. 

What can we do? Become more informed, share 
the information with others. 

Greg miller

A Warming earth Means erratic Weather and More

Dear Delegate to Congress Donna Christensen,
Can you please help the people of the “good” is-

land of St. John?
We have had only one old bus which has run every 

two hours now for more than year. This bus has no air 
conditioning, the seats are in disrepair and there are  
some serious mechanical problems.

There is no bus service on Saturdays or Sundays 
or Holidays, which has affected church attendance. 
Since St. John does not have any “dollar buses” like 

on other islands, we have no alternative when the VI-
TRAN is not running.

It is known that there are 10 new buses which have 
been awaiting shipment to the territory for more than 
a year, as the people of St. John suffer. We do not 
know the reason for the delay. Can you please help 
out the good people of St. John?

Thank you!
yours truly, 

Norman Gledhill
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Island notes from the publisher

Congratulations! 

St. John Festival Princess Sh'Nyah Bacon
&

St. John Festival Queen Shanell Thomas

It is approximately three months since questions 
were raised about the legality of the flashing electron-
ic billboard that the National Park Service (NPS) put 
into service next to Mongoose Junction.

I sent Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) requests 
to the NPS to get background on the installation. The 
Federal Government is extremely good at providing 
information through FOIA requests, as this is consid-
ered public information, available to anybody who 
requests it through the proper channels. Transparency 
at work.  Here’s what I was able to find out.

1. Mark Hardgrove, Superintendent of VINP, 
wrote in an internal email dated 3/16, “It is located on 
NPS land and I think we are the authority.” “I think 
if the message changes weekly and it stays relevant, 
like watch out for hikers on road, folks appreciate the 
advice except our few who are on this earth as Donna 
Christensen says to raise our blood pressure.” “At 
night you can see it all the way down to the post of-
fice and it is the brightest thing in town.”

2. On 3/29, Supt. Hardgrove sent an inquiry to 
DPNR. “Howdy Partner!  We have funding for a (sic) 
electronic messaging board that would be permanent 
and built into a new entrance sign at the maintenance 
area on NPS property, Cruz Bay. Any permits or laws 
prohibiting? There is an editorial in the Tradewinds 
about bulletin boards being illegal. Thanks!”

3. DPNR wrote to Supt. Hardgrove that the sign 
needs DPW approval, plus a permit from DPNR. (It 
has neither of these, since neither was ever applied 
for.)  DPNR wrote on 3/29/12, “I figured it was a mat-
ter of time before someone spoke out about the sign.  
Just be glad you didn’t put in a stop light.” DPNR 
also wrote, “Title 29, Chapter 2, Regulation of Bill-
boards — This section gives Public Works the task 
of regulating signage on Public land along highways 
and roads but also gives them authority to regulate 
any sign within 50 feet from the center of the road, 
even if on private property. While Chapter 8 does not 

set specific requirements, such as dimensions, it does 
require that the applicant receive a permit.”

4. The sign cannot be flashing.  “No sign shall dis-
play intermittent lights resembling the flashing light 
customarily used in traffic signals or those used by po-
lice, fire, ambulance, or other emergency vehicles.”

5. On 4/2, NPS sent an email to DPNR asking for 
the permit process. DPNR advised that they needed 
to get an approval from DPW first, and then complete 
a form and send to DPNR, Division of Building Per-
mits.

6. On 4/10, Supt. Hardgrove wrote in an internal 
email, “Need plan and time frame to get permit.  Pull 
sign for routine maintenance would be good as DPW 
has asked us to stand down until we get zoning re-
viewed and permit issued.”

(Note: the last time I checked, the sign was still 
turned off. Not for “routine maintenance” as appar-
ently claimed, but because it is illegal.)

Additional FOIA requests will be made for corre-
spondence from 4/2 through today.

I am surprised that concerned citizens who are per-
manent residents of St. John, such as the many people 
who expressed concern over the flashing billboard, 
are characterized by temporary residents as “our few 
who are on this earth to raise our blood pressure.”

I am trying to keep opinions out of this letter, but 
my opinion on this is that the National Park should be 
the very people to keep flashing billboards out of St. 
John, and not be the only ones for them.

So, here’s what to do if you have an opinion, pro 
or con, on a flashing billboard in Cruz Bay. Send an 
email to npsbillboard@hotmail.com with any com-
ments you might have. Please be specific as to wheth-
er you approve or disapprove. Long or short. Sign it 
or not. All emails will be sent to NPS and to the local 
VI government. 

Speak out, and you’ll be heard.
Gerry hills, st. John

Flashing NPS Sign is illegal Without Permit from DPW

Thanks To St. John rescue

Vezio Ricciardi / License #91505 
(tel) 340-776-6134 (email) design_envir@yahoo.com

Vezio’s Custom Painting

Thank you to St. John Rescue for your participation in the Festival Bike Race.
 Name withheld upon request
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baha’i Community of st. John
For Devotions and Study Circles,call 714-1641

7:30 p.m. Fridays; Study Circles 9 a.m. Sundays 
776-6316, 776-6254

 bethany moravian Church 
11 a.m., Sunday School 776-6291

Calvary baptist Church
13 ABC Coral Bay, 776-6304

Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.

Christian ministry
Cinnamon Bay Beach 

Inter-Denominational, Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Christian science society 
10:45 a.m. Sunday- Marketplace 

Wednesday Testimonials 
7:45 p.m. on last Wed. of Month

the Church of Jesus Christ 
of latter-day saints 

 Sun. 9 a.m., on St. Thomas . 776-2379 
Sun., 5 p.m., STJ, Lumberyard

Cruz bay baptist Church 
 Sunday 11 a.m., 6 p.m. 776-6315

Emmaus moravian Church 
Coral Bay, Sun. 9 a.m. 776-6713

Jehovah’s witness
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

Saturdays (Español), 10 a.m. Sundays, 
340-715-053

missionary baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday Services, 10:45 Worship, 

Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible Study 693-8884

Nazareth lutheran Church
Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday School 8 a.m. 

776-6731 

our lady of mount Carmel
Saturdays 6 p.m.; Sundays 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Tuesdays and Fridays at 7 p.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 a.m.

776-6339

st. John methodist Church 
 Sunday 10 a.m, 693-8830

seventh day Adventist
Saturdays, 779-4477

st. John Pentecostal Church
Sunday 11:05 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Prayer 7:30 p.m., 

Thursdays Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
779-1230

st. ursula’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Church Service, 9 a.m.

777-6306

unitarian universalist Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday, 776-6332

word of Faith Church
Word of Faith International 

Christian Center, Sundays 7:30 a.m. 
Gifft Hill School 774-8617

Church Directory

Thanks To St. John 
yacht Club for 

Supporting KATS

letters to st. John tradewinds

The Kids and the Sea, St. John 
program wishes to extend heart-felt 
thanks to the St. John Yacht Club for 
its generous donation. This donation 
enabled nine young sailors to take part 
in the recent Tortola Dinghy Regatta 
and six kids to race in the Scotiabank 
Optimist Regatta on St. Thomas.

Vicki rogers, 
President

KAts st. John

The sixth grade class of the Guy H. 
Benjamin Elementary School would 
like to thank the businesses and indi-
viduals that contributed to our class 
trip.

 Because of your generosity, we 
were able to travel to Key West, Flor-
ida and Cozumel, Mexico via a Car-
nival Fun Ship Cruise.

We would like to thank Concordia, 
Big Planet, Fish Trap, EC Gas, Quiet 
Mon Pub, and The Marketplace. We 
would also like to give special thanks 
to the following staff members:  Mrs. 
Judkins, Mrs. Roskin, Ms. Parson, 
Mrs. Daniels, Mrs. Penn, Mrs. Pro-
vost, Ms. Powell, Mrs. Cross, Mrs. 
Brown, Mrs. Burks, and Ms. Cam-
eron.

We would especially like to thank 
Mrs. Jackson and Ms. Challenger for 
helping with our spaghetti dinner, and 
extra special thanks to Paradise Peo-
ple Band for providing music.  

Lastly, we would like to thank all 
the people in our community who 
supported any of our fundraising 
events. We really enjoyed our trip and 
learned a lot.  Thank you once again.

sincerely, 
the sixth Grade Class

Guy h. benjamin Elementary 
school

Coral bay, st. John

GBS Sixth Grade 
Class Thanks 

Supporters

seND Us yOUR letteRs, 
OPiNiONs OR OBitUaRies:

editor@tradewinds.vi

The busdriver states that the steering had defect…
Motor Carrier inspector was asked to detect…
It goes on and on and on it goes…
but the fault lies right underneath your nose…
There is no say in who gets what…
There is no say from who kicks butt…
just a claim of “negligible” is all we get,
Cuz the powers that be are afraid to get wet…

How do you handle what happened at Leinster Bay?
You know, leaving the woman there on the shore that day?
She died in paradise, was treated like hell…
What really happens when you ring the 911 bell?

What happens is sad, as it happened to me…
but I am alive today, and I can surely see…
That if you're in the hands of that higher care…
It’s best to book a big jet right the hell outta there…
Hard to do that when you're left on the beach…
Something went wrong, there was a terrible breach…

There’s trash on the road outside of the dump…
Their staff sits in the shade just pickin each others’ rump…
It’s negligible for sure to watch them go…
Just turn your heads and watch the winds blow…
trash all about up and down that street…
makin Love City look mighty neat…
No one is in charge of that massive mess…
Your gov’t should be, but they’re under duress…

Praise Jah for our grads, our vollies and our kids…
the island is in their hands to halt all the skids…
put the brakes onto your gov’t and crooks…
Don’t know where they learned it but they wrote the books…

Negligible indeed are my skills as a poet…
negligible indeed, I’m the first to show it…
For Jah’s sake do something quick…
Go find your leadership and toss them a stick…

See what they do when they get it in their grips…
they’ll rip it apart like a bag a chips…
Those chips will fly all about the streets…
the roosters will get em and consider them treats…

It all flows downhill like it’s always done…
someday it’ll be gone and we’ll all have none…
No fun, no love, no safety, no sea…
it may be for you but no longer for me…
The future can be better if only you’ll see…
the potential in your grads, in you and in me…

If the negligence continues, and the barrage succeeds… 
things are gonna get kooky, you’ll hide in the weeds…
No time for we... no time for two…
I’m just gonna take a “ranch,” what about you?
     
     – mizza lompscho

Negligence Abounds on east 
Side of Pillsbury Sound



I want to thank the VA Carib-
bean Healthcare System, espe-
cially the staff at the clinics of St. 
Thomas and St. John for providing 
our Veterans with great healthcare 
service and encouragement to keep 
our veterans healthy, fit and pro-
viding us the opportunity to attend 
the National Veterans Golden Age 
Games for our Senior Veterans.

I recently attended the 26th 
Annual Golden Age Games in St. 
Louis, Missouri and I want to en-
courage more Veterans to attend 
these games. They are a great way 
to not only stay fit and healthy, but 
are a way to heal mental wounds 
through camaraderie. 

Veterans restore friendships 
with veterans with whom they 
served, meet new comrades and 
get the chance to lend a helping 
hand to those in need of encour-
agement.

I earned gold medals in the 70-
74 Age Group in the 50-yard Free-
style and the 50-yard Backstroke. 
In total I have earned nine golds 
and one silver medal in the five 
years I have been swimming at the 
Games.

Winning was great, but the full 
enjoyment was really the cama-
raderie. It is amazing what a lift 
these Games do for us Veterans. 
And, I want to see more and new 
participants at the Buffalo Games 
in 2013.

To the 75 age group, I am com-
ing, so get yourself ready. And to 
my younger Marine buddy Mi-
chael Krawczyk from Oklahoma, 
thank you for your continued en-
couragement and for pushing me 
to keep up with you in our swims. 
Thank you for instilling in me the 
drive to give it my all and more.

Hopefully next year I will get 
down to his swim times, that is 
something which keeps me going 
and gives me a goal as I get ready 
to turn 75.

The VA and its volunteers de-
serve enormous hands of thanks. 
I urge the VA and the government 
to find a way to keep these Games 

going and get more Senior Veter-
ans involved.

I know more needs to be done 
for our Veterans, but you continue 
to make improvements, listen to 
us and are on the right path. Thank 
you Axel, Edguardo and Dewayne 
and pass on my THANKS to your 
Directors.

(Axel, It was rumored at the 
Golden Age Games that Puerto 
Rico will be hosting once again 
the 2014 Veterans Wheel Chair 
Games. I hope that you will put me 
and my wife, Elissa, on your Vol-
unteer List and keep us informed.)

Jerry runyon
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runyon earns Another Medal at Veterans Games

Jerry Runyon, above at left, at the 2012 VA Golden Age 
Games.

 After tearing down 
the old wooden fence, 
Nazareth Lutheran 
Church officials installed 
a beautiful native stone 
wall around their Cruz 
Bay property. Last 
week, the beginning of a 
decorate metal top part 
of the fence began to be 
installed as well.

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photo by Jaime Elliott

New Nazareth Lutheran Church Fence Going up



“We still have everything we 
had in our old location, but we’ve 
added more accessories and more 
shoes to our collection,” said Wil-
liams. “We also have the Custo 
Barcelona clothing now too. I love 
the bright prints.”

“I wanted to have things in here 
that we could have fun with,” said 
the store owner.

Williams is heading off to mar-
ket soon and is excited to bring 
back even more new items for 
Wild Thyme, she added.

Be sure to stop by and see both 
what’s new as well as the popular 
lines at the store. Customers can 
take their time at Wild Thyme and 
can expect personalized attention 
from Williams.

“If you try something on that 
just doesn’t fit you right and 
doesn’t look good, I will tell you 
the truth,” said Williams. “I’m not 
just going to sell you something in 
order to sell it. I mean, if you really 
want something, I’ll let you buy it, 
but I want you to look good.”

“I want you to be happy and 
love everything you buy from us,” 
she said.

Almost like having a personal 
shopper or stylist, Williams loves 
knowing her client’s taste, she 
added.

“I love spending time with my 
customers,” said Williams. “I like 
to take the time to really see what 
works. When I know what looks 
good on you, I’ll call you up and 
tell you when new things come in 
that I think you’ll like.”

Williams encourages customers 
to make an appointment for per-
sonalized shopping and she loves 
spending hours making sure her 
clients are happy.

“I love working one on one with 

my customers and I really believe 
in personal attention,” she said. 
“People are welcome to make an 
appointment and spend some time 
here. That’s what I really like to 
do.”

Wild Thyme Boutique is open 
Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation or to make a shopping ap-
pointment with Williams, call the 
shop at 776-9453.
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Accommodations
Caribbean Villas & resorts
tel. 1-800-338-0987 
or locally 340-776-6152

island Getaways
888-693-7676, 
islandgetawaysinc.com
kathy@islandgetawaysinc.com

suite st. John Villas/Condos
tel. 1-800-348-8444
or locally at 340-779-4486

ViVA Vacations
tel. 779-4250
P.O. Box 1747, STJ, VI 00831

Architecture
Crane, robert - Architect, AiA
tel. 776-6356
P.O. Box 370, STJ, VI  00831

Banking
Firstbank
Located in downtown Cruz Bay
340-776-6881

scotiabank
#1 Mortgage Lender in the VI 
The Marketplace (340) 776-6552

Insurance
PGu insuracne
Located at The Marketplace
776-6403; pgunow@gmail.com

theodore tunick & Company
Phone 775-7001 / Fax 775-7002
www.theodoretunick.com

Jewelry
r&i PAttoN goldsmithing
Located in Mongoose Junction
776-6548 or (800) 626-3445
Chat@pattongold.com

Landscaping
Alfredo’s landscaping
tel. 774-1655 cell 513-2971
P.O. Box 91, St. John, VI 00831

Coral bay Garden Center
tel. 693-5579 fax 714-5628
P.O. Box 1228, STJ, VI 00831

ProPErtyKiNG
tel. 643-6348
Landscaping & Irrigation

Real Estate
debbie hayes, Gri
tel. 714-5808 or 340-642-5995
debbiehayes@debbiehayes.com
www.stjohnvirealestate.com

holiday homes of st. John
tel. 776-6776 fax 693-8665
P.O. Box 40, STJ, VI  00831
info@holidayhomesVI.com

islandia real Estate
tel. 776-6666 fax 693-8499
P.O. Box 56, STJ, VI  00831
info@islandiarealestate.com

Restaurants
Concordia Cafe, 693-5855
Happy Hour 4:30-6pm 
Dinner 6-8:30pm Tues-Sat

Fish trap restaurant
and seafood market
tel. 693-9994, Closed Mondays

la tapa restaurant
tel. 693-7755
Open 7 Days a Week

skinny legs 
“A Pretty OK Place”
tel. 340-779-4982
www.skinnylegs.com

sun dog Cafe
Casual Dining at Mongoose
693-8340; www.sundogcafe.com

Services
C4th Custom Embroidery
tel. 779-4047 
Located in Coral Bay

island solar
"Off the Grid Living for 10 Years" 
tel. 340-642-0531

Vezio's Custom Painting
Special Techniques
340-776-6134
design_envir@yahoo.com

st. John Tradewinds

business 
directory

St. John Tradewinds News Photo by Jaime Elliott 

Wild Thyme Boutique features clothing, shoes, 
accessories and more.

Sh’Nyah Bacon Crowned Festival Princess 2012-13

Wild Thyme Boutique Opens in New Location
Continued from Page 12

Scenes from St. 
John Festival Princess 
Selection show included 
Bacon, at left, King, 
above, and Morris, 
above right. Bacon is 
crowned, below right.

St. John Tradewinds News 
Photos by Tristan Ewald



ViPA marine manager 
speaking at June 26 st. John 
Chamber Chapter meeting
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Friday, June 15
11:10 a.m. - A citizen c/r a dis-

turbance in the area of Frank Powell 
Park. Disturbance of the peace.

12:15 p.m. - An Estate Fish Bay 
resident p/r that she left her bag in 
her vehicle and someone stole her 
MacBook and her bag in the area of 
the Westin Resort and Villas. Grand 
larceny.

2:45 p.m. - A visitor from IL p/r 
that someone stole his iPhone and 
wallet from his shorts while he was 
swimming at the Westin Resort and 
Villas. Grand larceny.

saturday, June 16
2:25 a.m. - An Estate Glucksberg 

resident r/ an auto collision in the 
area of Morris F. deCastro Clinic. 
Auto collision, hit and run.

3:00 a.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident r/ that an unknown male 
struck him in the face. Simple as-
sault.

7:58 a.m. - A citizen c/r damage 
to his vehicle in the area of Estate 
Contant. Malicious mischief.

7:10 p.m. - An Estate Enighed 
resident p/r that he was assaulted 
by a taxi driver. Simple assault and 
battery.

7:30 p.m. - An Estate Pastory 
resident p/r that he is receiving 
threats via his cell phone. Telephone 
harassment.

7:44 p.m. - An Estate Gifft Hill 
resident p/r that he was threatened 
by a taxi driver. Disturbance of the 
peace, threats.

11:19 p.m. - An Estate Carolina 
resident c/r loud music in the area 
of Coral Bay. Disturbance of the 
peace.

sunday, June 17

1:21 a.m. - An Estate Carolina 
resident c/r loud music in the area 
of Coral Bay. Disturbance of the 
peace.

1:56 p.m. - A citizen c/request-
ing police assistance with a possible 
drowning at Trunk Bay. Police as-
sistance.

5:02 p.m. - A citizen c/r damage 
to a vehicle. Damage to a vehicle.

monday, June 18
5:46 a.m. - A Myrah Keating 

Smith Community Health Center 
security officer c/requesting police 
assistance to remove a female from 
the lobby area. Police assistance.

11:01 a.m. - An Estate Contant 
resident p/r her boss creates an 
uncomfortable work environment. 
Disturbance of the peace.

8:35 p.m. - An Estate Adrian 
resident p/r that a male grabbed her 
breast in the area of Frank Powell 
Park. Unlawful sexual contact. 

tuesday, June 19
12:58 a.m. - A citizen c/r suspi-

cious activity in the area of the De-
partment of Public Works.

1:18 a.m. - A citizen c/r loud mu-
sic in the area of Coral Bay. Distur-
bance of the peace.

12:41 p.m. - A citizen c/request-
ing police assistance at Francis Bay. 
Police assistance.

2:35 p.m. - An Estate Pastory 
resident p/r that he was threatened 
by a male. Disturbance of the peace, 
threats.

4:50 p.m. - A citizen p/r that a 
male is making a disturbance on 
Cruz Bay beach. Disturbance of the 
peace.

5:40 p.m. - A citizen p/r that a 
male pulled out a machete and aimed 

it at him. Assault in the third.
6:28 p.m. - A Coral Bay resident 

c/r a D.O.A. D.O.A.

wednesday, June 20
12:03 a.m. - A citizen c/r loud 

music in the area of Coral Bay. Po-
lice assistance.

12:31 a.m. - An employee at 
Castaways c/requesting police as-
sistance to remove a male from the 
business. Police assistance.

10:10 p.m. - A Calabash Boom 
resident p/r that she was threatened. 
Disturbance of the peace, threats.

10:58 p.m. - A citizen c/r loud 
music in the area of Coral Bay. 
Loud music.

thursday, June 21
12:35 a.m. - An Estate Pastory 

resident c/requesting police assis-
tance with his minor children. Po-
lice assistance.

12:30 a.m. - A citizen r/ an auto 
accident in the area of Pine Peace 
Mini Mart. Auto collision.

8:00 a.m. - A Bellevue Village 
resident c/;r a disturbance. Distur-
bance of the peace.

9:58 a.m. - An Estate Contant 
resident c/r a D.O.A. D.O.A.

11:37 a.m. - A St. Thomas resi-
dent c/r a disturbance with her 
brother-in-law. Disturbance of the 
peace, D.V.

2:28 p.m. - A Estate Gifft Hill 
resident c/r that someone is knock-
ing down his goats. Police assis-
tance.

Friday, June 22
12:43 a.m. - An employee of 

Woody’s c/r that someone had been 
assaulted. Aggravated assault and 
battery.

St. John Tradewinds
Crime Stoppers is asking for the community’s 

help in solving the following crimes. If anyone 
knows something, they should say something, as 
law enforcement cannot control crime without the 
help of the entire law abiding community. Even the 
smallest bit of information may be just what law 
enforcement needs to solve these cases.

st. John
On the morning of Tuesday, June 12, the direc-

tor of Department of Public Works discovered that 
10 Wanli tires had been removed from the Public 
Works warehouse at #6 Estate Susannaberg. The 
value of the missing tires is $5,000. The minimum 
reward for an arrest is $536 plus 10 percent of the 
retail value of stolen property recovered.

Be part of the solution. Tell us what you know 
by submitting information on these or any other 
crimes at www.CrimeStoppersUSVI.org or by call-
ing 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). Tips are completely 
anonymous, and the stateside operators speak sev-
eral languages.  

If a tip leads to an arrest or the recovery of sto-
len property, illegal drugs, or weapons, tipsters 
will receive a cash reward of up to $2,500. Only 
anonymous callers to Crime Stoppers are eligible 
for these cash rewards. 

Crime Stoppers recently authorized a reward of 
$857 for a tip received in March of 2010. Please 
check to see if a tip qualifies for this reward and 
thanks for making the community a safer place to 
live. 

Continued from Page 12

Room for Campers at vieRs eco-Camps

St. John Tradewinds
The monthly meeting of the St. John Chapter of the St. Thomas/

St. John Chamber of Commerce will be Tuesday, June 26, at 5:30 
p.m. upstairs at The Battery.

Kelvin Industrious, the St Thomas/St. John Marine Manager, 
of the Virgin Islands Port Authority will be attending. This will be 
a great opportunity for members to share their thoughts and ideas 
with VIPA

There is a tremendous untapped resource in affluent boaters 
who are unable to come ashore for a few hours or overnight. Pres-
ently, there is no place to tie up a boat for dining, shopping, or 
enjoying the National Park on foot or by taxi. 

Please come and share thoughts on this subject or email ques-
tions and concerns for discussion.

Members of the chamber have expressed their desires that “The 
Creek” area be used for visiting yachts to overnight. Members 
hope to discuss with Industrious ways to use the existing facilities 
to make them more accessible to visitors from the water. If this 
could be accomplished, it would benefit the community, visitors, 
and the bottom line of  VIPA.

Other areas within the sphere of influence of VIPA, including 
the Customs parking lot, the Enighed gravel parking lot and the 
Enighed container storage area.

Camp will get to learn from col-
lege and graduate students about 
the research they are conducting at 
VIERS and assist in their work,” 
said Fish.

Science Campers will also enjoy 
a snorkel trip aboard Sadie Sea and 
take part in hiking and swimming 
activities as well, Fish added.

“And we’ll have camp fires and 
s’mores too of course,” he said.

For students who are interested 
in VINP careers, VIERS is hosting 
a Ranger in Training camp July 30 
through August 3, which is open to 
students from 13 to 17 years old.

“This camp is really for kids 
who are interested in the environ-
ment and conservation who might 
one day want to become National 
Park Service rangers,” said Fish. 

Thanks to donations from sup-
porters such as Lana Vento Chari-
table Trust, Disney Worldwide 
Services, R & I Patton Goldsmith-
ing, Glacial Energy, Starboard 
Investments, LLC, Rotary Club 
of St. John, and more, Friends of 
VINP is thrilled to offer the VIERS 
camps for free to local youth.

“Through these camps we hope 
to foster the next generation of 
environmental stewards for our 
island communities,” said Friends 
development director Heather 

Rusham. “We are also proud to 
provide the next generation with 
the tools to grow, learn, care about 
their environment and, down the 
line, be successful right here in the 
Virgin Islands, which is where the 
Ranger-in-Training and Science 
Camp come in.”

“We support these camps so 
that  older kids may be offered 
a fun and educational summer 
camp experience, building on the 
foundation laid in the Eco-camp 
program,” said Rusham. “Both 
camps give teens a glimpse of the 
potential educational avenues and 
careers available to them in the 
fields of natural science, resource 
protection and management and 
archeology, to name just a few.”

There are still open spaces in 
each of the camps this summer, 
which will be filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The camps are 
free, but registration is required. 

Download an application on-
line at www.viers.org and drop it 
off at Friends of the Park Store in 
Mongoose Junction, email VIERS 
or drop it in a mailbox to VIERS, 
Lameshur Bay, P.O. Box 250, St. 
John, U.S. Virgin Islands, 00831.

For more information call VI-
ERS at 776-6721 or email randy-
fish@viers.org.
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St. John Tradewinds welcomes notices of community-orient-
ed, not-for-profit events for inclusion in this weekly listing. Call 
776-6496, e-mail editor@tradewinds.vi or fax 693-8885.

CHIEF SODA 
PRODUCTS

ACroSS
 1 Umpire’s face wear
 5 Consumer’s antifraud gp.
 8 Massive
 15 Dating from
 19 One of the Galápagos 

Islands
 21 Kind of cable that 

conducts electrical 
signals

 22 — monster (lizard)
 23 Start of a riddle
 25 Pol. middle-of-the-

roaders
 26 Powerball, for example
 27 “Evil Woman” rock gp.
 28 Miss.-to-Mich. dir.
 29 Dull-edged
 30 Previous to
 31 Riddle, part 2
 36 Remove sodium chloride 

from
 39 Villa d’—
 40 Erie and Tahoe
 41 Gold, in Spain
 42 Keep attached
 44 Most trifling
 45 Prefix for “the same”
 46 Riddle, part 3
 49 Comedian Foxx
 50 Swapped
 52 With 6-Down, what a sad 

person sings
 53 Robbins or Rice
 54 Elongated fish
 55 Thickhead
 57 Inuit homes
 59 Riddle, part 4

 65 Hat fabric
 66 “Gilligan’s Island” star
 67 Villain in 113-Across
 68 Riddle, part 5
 71 — frisé (small dog)
 73 “Buy — regular price, 
get ...”
 74 Mined matter
 75 Give relief to
 76 Past
 77 Family name of 
old rulers of Florence
 80 Bonny girl
 82 Riddle, part 6
 85 Suffix with percent
 86 Rub with holy oil
 88 Attaches with a pop
 89 “Hold on a —!”
 90 Put in a new cage
 91 Contender
 92 AOL notes
 96 End of the riddle
 100 Frat “T”
 101 “— a break!”
 102 Prone (to)
 103 “— -hoo!” (“Hey!”)
 104 Pick — (draw from the 

deck)
 106 Lariat, e.g.
 107 Riddle’s answer
 112 Greek strife goddess
 113 Shakespeare play
 114 Drive while car 

shopping
 115 Part of YTD
 116 Curly-coated dogs
 117 “Gotcha!”
 118 It borders Vietnam

DOWN
 1 Whimpered like a baby
 2 On the beach

 3 Floods
 4 “Boston Public” actor 

Nicky
 5 Ghost’s cry
 6 See 52-Across
 7 Part of some hammers
 8 Polar
 9 Unification Church 

member
 10 Hawaii’s — Loa
 11 Did very well
 12 Vardalos of films
 13 “I’ve got a mule, 
her name is —”
 14 Right-angled annex
 15 Nimble
 16 Small blood cavity in 

organ tissue
 17 Language of medieval 

Scandinavia
 18 Fare from McDonald’s or 

Wendy’s
 20 Sgt., say
 24 Makes out all right
 29 Eateries
 31 Old video game systems
 32 Pkg. for a dozen eggs
 33 Tightly packed fish
 34 — out (barely earn)
 35 Mix again
 37 Hgt.
 38 Caused
 43 Verve
 44 Hodgepodge
 46 Rigid
 47 “Gosh golly!”
 48 Guy, informally
 49 Splits anew
 51 Top-floor storage area
 54 Farthest from the start
 56 Actor James Van — 

Beek

 58 German king, 936-73
 59 Higher-priced
 60 Kabuki sash
 61 “— seen enough”
 62 Responses to groaners
 63 Disco-era term meaning 

“galore”
 64 “It hit me like a — bricks”
 66 “Maude” star Arthur
 69 — -for (neglected)
 70 Director Rob
 71 Tendencies
 72 Dialect
 75 iPhone buy
 77 Didn’t ignite properly
 78 Italian stage actress 

Duse
 79 Dilapidated
 81 Tempered with heat
 82 What a cyclops has
 83 Arctic regions
 84 Genetic stuff
 87 Pos., to neg.
 88 Funny Caesar
 91 ESPN sports analyst 

Dick
 93 Roma’s land
 94 U.S.-Mexico border city
 95 Washes with 
soapy water
 97 Ed of Reagan’s cabinet
 98 Incantation
 99 “There ought — law!”
 104 Trial fig.
 105 Lower-left PC key 
abbr.
 107 Vertex
 108 1999 Seattle protest 

subj.
 109 “Well now!”
 110 Hairstyles
 111 —Kosh B’Gosh

Alcholics Anonymous meetings
Alcoholics Anonymous meets as scheduled: Sundays, 9:45 

a.m. at Hawksnest Bay Beach; Closed meetings for alcohol-
ics only at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cruz Bay at 6 p.m 
on Tuesdays; Open meetings on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 6 p.m. at Nazareth Lutheran Church; Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 6 p.m. at Moravian Church, Coral 
Bay. 

nArcotics Anonymous meetings
Narcotics Anonymous has open meetings from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. every Saturday at St. Ursula’s Church.
Al-Anon meetings

Al-Anon meets on St. John every Monday at Scandic 
Executive Service's meeting room in Mongoose Junction 
from 6:30 to 7:30pm; and every Tuesday from 1 to 2 p.m. at 
the VINP ball field bleachers. Warm line: 340-642-3263.

tuesday, June 26
— The monthly meeting of 

the St. John Chapter of the St. 
Thomas/St. John Chamber of 
Commerce will be Tuesday, 
June 26, at 5:30 p.m. upstairs at 
The Battery.

— The St. John Community 
is  invited to participate in the 
St. John People’s Agenda Town 
Meeting Tuesday, June 26, at 6 
p.m. at the Julius E. Sprauve 
School.

thursday, June 28
— The University of the 

Virgin Islands Caribbean Ex-
ploratory Research Center, the 
Medical University of South 
Carolina and the Coral Bay 
Community Council are host-
ing a community forum on 
Thursday, June 28, at Guy Ben-
jamin School from 6 to 7 p.m. 
to provide a explanation of  the 
UVICERC-MUSC project: A 
Collaborative Response to Pub-
lic Health Challenges Linked to 
Climate Change Impacts in the 
Virgin Islands and the Carib-
bean – Implementation of On 
the Ground Mobilization Cam-
paigns funded by the National 
Institute on Minority Health 
and Health Disparities.

monday, July 9
— St. John School of the 

Arts will present “An Over-
simplification of Her Beauty,” 
a film by Terence Nance, star-
ring Nance, Namik Minter and 
Chanelle Pearson on Monday, 
July 9, at 7:30 p.m.

sunday, August 11
A silent auction of fine art 

by St. John artists and raffle 
fun(d)-raiser for Steve Levin’s 
family is planned for Saturday, 
August 11, from 5 to 9 p.m. at 
Fatty Crab. Raffle tickets are 
available at both Connections 
for $10 or six tickets for $50.

sunday, August 26
— The 2nd annual Chaotic 

Kayak Race is set for Sunday, 
August 26, at Oppenheimer  
Beach and last year’s winner is 
already talking smack.

sunday, october 7
— A fundraiser for the 4th 

Annual Using Sport for So-
cial Change “Just Play!” event 
aboard the Kekoa catamaran is 
set for Sunday, October 7, from 
5 to 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $100 
per person. For more info: visit  
http://www.usingsportforso-
cialchange.com.

monday, october 8
— Using Sport for Social 

Change is hosting the 4th An-
nual Free “Just Play!” day 
event on Monday, October 8.
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Commerical/Office/Storage Space Available

sCENiC ProPErtiEs 
340-693-7777

Cruz bay side:

One bedroom, one bath, • 
w/d, Gift Hill $1000
One bedroom, one bath, • 
wifi, near Cruz Bay 
$1400
Two bedrooms, one bath, • 
washer, Fish Bay $1600
Two bedrooms, one bath, • 
w/d $1600
Two bedrooms, one bath, • 
w/d $1700
Two bedrooms, two bath, • 
in Cruz Bay $1800
Two bedrooms, two bath • 
on Gift Hill $1600
Two bedrooms, one bath, • 
loft, in Cruz Bay $2100
Two bedrooms, one bath, • 
furnished, A/C, w/d in 
Cruz bay $2100
Two bedrooms, two bath, • 
large loft, w/d $2700
Three bedrooms, two • 
bath, w/d $1800
Three bedrooms, two • 
bath, large deck, beautiful 
view $3000

Coral bay side:
One bedroom, one bath • 
$800

EVErythiNG 
you NEEd

oN EVEry lEVEl

GrEAt PlACE 
to shoP, diNE 

ANd worK

ComE JoiN us
wE hAVE

sPACEs AVAilAblE
rEtAil or oFFiCE 

340-776-6455

drAstiCAlly 
rEduCEd!!

20'x15' walk-in freezer
(2 lo-temp compressors)

Includes Shelving
$4,995.00 (FREE back-up 
to our generator) Move or 

Take Over. Existing Lease of  
$1500/month 340-776-6744

Services

APArtmENts 
For lEAsE

A/C, Washer/Dryer, balcony, 
clean, great location next to 

Westin, 1BR @ $1,150, 2BR 
@ $1,650, Security & 1st 
mo. Month to Month lease 

available. Call Laurie 
at 779-1804 or 227-6688

dish Network 
satellite tV

New accounts, Receivers, 
Remotes, Service TV, 

Surround Sound, Phone, 
& Internet  Wiring  

A st. John business
sloopjones@sloopjones.com

340 779 4001

rEliAblE mobilE 
Auto rEPAir: 

Professional and experi-
enced. Brakes, CV Joints, 

Suspensions, Shocks, 
Alternators, Timing Belts, 
General Engine, Repair, 

Foreign & Domestic. 
All Work Guaranteed. 

Call 227-9574

Apartment in bethany
Large 2 BR Apartment 

in Bethany overlooking the 
Westin. Great views, A/C; 

Call 690-1104

Commercial/Office

For Rent

Buying? 
Selling?
Renting? 
Seeking?

call: 340-776-6496 or email: advertising@tradewinds.vi

get ReSultS!
ViSa & mc accepted

Employment

Brand new, lower-level 
2BD, 2BA villa in Coral 

Bay; fully furnished, 
Stainless Appliances, 

W/D, Beautiful Views. 
$1,850.00

913-634-8209 BuilDing mAteriAls 
Looking for electrical, plumbing, materials and fixtures, 
metal studs, screws, block, durorock, tile, cypress, 
theroseal, therobond, and basically anything you might 
have left over from a build project. You may contact me 
at mtbgroup@hughes.net or (972) 679-9937. Discrete 
with Immediate payment. Will pickup.

NExt 
ClASSiFiEd 

AdvERtiSiNg 
dEAdliNE:
thuRSdAy, 
JuNE 28th

For Rent

For sAlE
Owner’s financing. 

St. John, USVI. 
Two houses. Water view, 
Cruz bay. Concerte/stone 
work/wood great rental 
history. For information 

call 941-497-2325.

storAGE: 
sECurEd 
loCKErs 

From $35 moNth 
643-3283 

PAstory 
sElF storAGE

Available Immediately
5x5x8 up to 10x20x8
Starting at $85/mo.

One mile from Cruz Bay.
340-776-1330

Storage Space

AvAilABle
Four bedroom, two bath 
house for rent, furnished, 
short or long term lease,
great for professionals, 

safe area, Cruz Bay. Short 
term $1,550;  Long term 
$3,000. Call 227-8377

Wanted

Long Term Coral Bay 
Furnished Cottage

400 sq ft Efficiency, 
Includes Electric

Walk to market and bus. 
Washer/dryer. $850.00

715-853-9696 Ron

low PriCE lANd 
For sAlE: Low Price! 

$67,000 for one-quarter acre lot 
off Gifft Hill Road. Will consider 
reasonable offers or Best Bid IF 
placed before July 4. Call 340-

626-9770 or 340-776-6930.

land For Sale

Business For Sale

Retired CEO of national 
financial U.S. corporation 
searching for challenging, 
meaningful employment. 

Call 779-4089.

Storage Space

Real Estate

Beautiful, secluded studio 
cottage in Carolina, 

spectacular views of Coral 
Bay and Drake’s Passage.  
$1550/mo available 1 July, 

2012.  Please call Kiana 
512.535.7185 or email 

kianamandeville@hotmail.com
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EXCEPTIONAL St. John Villa Offered Through Debbie Hayes

EXCLuSIVE rEAL ESTATE SErVICE 
IN THE VIrgIN ISLANDS

Debbie Hayes, GRi
Licensed U.s. Virgin isLands 
reaL estate Broker/owner

Office:  

340  714  5808
Cell:  

340  642  5995
DebbieHayes@DebbieHayes.com
www.StJohnVIRealEstate.com 

Villa Solemare is an Italian inspired 3 bedroom villa with 
spectacular views and all of the amenities you expect in a 
Luxury Island Home. Offered at $3.45 M

DebbieHayes-TW SM 2.15.2012.indd   1 2/15/12   4:10 PM

 

 

 

             

Providing professional rental management 

and marketing services for St. John’s finest 

vacation villas and condominiums.

For reservations             For St. John

or  brochures      business call

1-800-338-0987    340-776-6152

View our villas at www. c a r i b b e a n v i l l a . c o m

Lumberyard Complex

P.O. Box 458 St. John USVI 00831

C a r i b b e a n

Villas & Resort s
M A N A G E M E N T  C O .



Complete Real estate seRviCes  •  st. JoHN’s olDest Real estate FiRm  •  seRviNg st. JoHN FoR 50 YeaRs!
Located at the Marketplace  •  (340) 776-6776  •  (340) 774-8088   •  INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com

      Toll Free: 1-800-905-6824   •   www.HolidayHomesVi.com

“MerMaid Falls”-prime Peter Bay 
location & spectacular 5 bdrm/5.5 bths 
villa. Views to St. Thomas, Nat’l Park 
beaches & BVI.  Custom-designed & 

built, it features 
a lagoon-shaped 
pool, mahogany 
doors/windows, ac, 
private verandas, 
waterfall & spa, 
& lovely grounds. 

“HalF MOON HOUse” Reef Bay 
Beachfront is the dramatic setting for 
this uniquely modern home.  Extremely 
private with incomparable views 

and masterful 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
throughout, this 5 
bedroom, 4.5 bath 
home is an artistic 
statement in a 
world class setting. 

CaTHeriNeBerG’s “CiNNaMON 
ridGe” 5 bedroom villa on 1+ private 
acre, bordered by National Park, features 

s t u n n i n g 
north shore 
views, pool 
w/waterfall, 
spa, easy 
access to 
C i n n a m o n 
Bay beach.

“Villa KalOraMa” Panoramic 
views from classic modern 5 bdm, 4.5 
bth rental villa in Virgin Grand Estates 
features native stone, ipe hardwoods, 
glass walls & a secure property.  

Dramatic great 
room opens onto 
40 ft pool & large 
verandas for 
spectacular indoor-
outdoor living.

“GallOWs POiNT seaVieW” great 
location for development, walk to beach 
and town! Masonry 2x2 home on .58 

ac.  Com-
bination of 
r-4 & W-1  
zoning al-
lows for 
condos or 
commercial 
uses.

“PeTer BaY GaTeHOUse”, an ex-
quisite 2 bedroom villa on large lot in 
Peter Bay Estates has great views and 

b r e e z e s .  
Michael Ox-
man plans 
available for 
expansion.  
Incredible 
Value!

$2,590,000

dVd

“seaBisCUiT” is a winner! Charm-
ing 2x2 Caribbean style masonry villa 

with panoramic 
views, very 
private pool & 
hot tub. Breezy 
location conve-
nient to Coral 
Bay. Walk to 
shoreline water-
sports.

“sea BlOssOM” A Caribbean style 
3.5x3 home in peaceful Fish Bay. 
Solid masonry construction, pool, 

and turn-
key short-
term rental 
capabilities 
make this a 
great value 
in today’s 
market.

“UPPer CarOliNa COTTaGe”   2 
bdrm-2bth well-built & maintained 
home.  Nice mountain views & breezes, 

comfortable wrap-
around deck. Adja-
cent view parcel also 
available. Live in cot-
tage while building 
main house. Deeded 
access to common 
beach parcel.

“UPPer CarOliNa” 3X3 – Recently 
upgraded 
& well kept 
house with 
3 income 
producing 
units. Easy 
a c c e s s 
to Cruz 
Bay and 
beaches.

  

“Villa MarBella” Own this stun-
ning 3 bedroom and 3.5 bath custom 
Virgin Grand Estates villa.  View pool 
and large veranda.  Great rentals & 

sunsets over 
St. Thomas 
& Pillsbury 
Sound. One 
level living w/ 
fabulous Great 
room!

“COral POiNT BeaCH HOUse” 
for the active waterfront lifestyle.  

R i d g e t o p , 
waterfront, 
open air sol-
id masonry 
3 bedroom 
home.  Must 
be seen to 
be appreci-
ated.

“Villa iNTiMasea” a beautiful 
newer Chocolate Hole 4 bedroom 
pool villa has 180 degree water views! 

Great rental 
or residence 
with poten-
tial for fam-
ily compound.  
Access to 2 
beaches & din-
ghy landing.

“POiNCiaNa”   is an island classic 
home on 1.24 acres of prime waterfront 
overlooking Hart Bay. 3 bedroom popu-

lar rental 
w i t h 
one of 
the best 
v i e w s 
of the 
s o u t h 
shore. 

“sea TUrTle Villa” is a contempo-
rary Skytop home with amazing water 
views, 2 master suites, 3 baths, tropical 
landscaping, pool, & open architecture 

set amidst 
secluded 
p r i v a c y. 
Great va-
cation villa 
or  island 
home!

“PARADISE ON THE ROCKS”  
Tropical living, big views & masonry 
home-centrally-located on Ajax Peak.  
Two units: - 2 bedrooms, 2 baths 

& Great Room 
upstairs; private 
entry 1 bedroom 
a p a r t m e n t 
downstairs. Rent 
one, live in the 
other!

“The Company that gives back to St. John”

“GallOWs POiNT” Unit 9C—one 
bedroom, 1.5 bath loft with private deck/
patio, common beach, pool and spa. 

Restau-
rant and 
concierge 
services 
on prop-
erty. Walk 
to town! $1,100,000

“OWN a MONTH iN a lUXUrY 
HOMe” Choose a 3 BR 3.5 BA or a 
4 BR 4.5 BA villa in upscale Virgin 
Grand Estates. These 3,000 sq ft villas 

f e a t u re 
STT & 
s u n s e t 
v i e w s , 
pool, AC 
& more. Priced from $59,000

$2,999,000

$1,150,000

$4,900,000

dVd

$6,500,000

dVd

$3,700,000

dVd

Call for details

dVd

$2,450,000 $2,300,000

dVd

$1,350,000$1,825,000

dVd

$495,000$895,000

House alone 
$609,000.  
With land 
$825,000.$810,000

$1,200,000

dVd

 

For a complete list oF all st. John mls properties, DVD tours oF the properties, anD/or a copy oF our newsletter call or e-mail us.
INFO@HolidayHomesVI.com • Approved supplier of real estate for the VI Economic Development Commission.

MaNdaHl $85,000
eMMaUs hillside $120,000
CarOliNa from $125,000
FisH BaY from $153,000

HaNseN BaY hillside & WATERFRONT from $169,000
CHOCOlaTe HOle from $180,000
lOVaNGO CaY WATERFRONT South shore from $285,000
VirGiN GraNd esTaTes  from $295,000

CONCOrdia from $335,000
saUNders GUT WATERFRONT from $345,000
esTaTe CalaBasH BOOM       hillside $475,000
UPPer MONTe BaY/reNdeZVOUs from $799,000

PeTer BaY/NOrTHsHOre from $1,800,000 
alsO

WesTiN TiMesHares from $3,750 per week
ONe MONTH FraCTiONals from $59,000

lOTs OF laNd lisTiNGs!!                                                      MOTiVaTed sellers!!                                                         sOMe seller FiNaNCiNG!!

HH-TW 6.25.2012 A.indd   1 6/21/12   10:07 AM

Deepest sympathies to the family 
and friends of Guy H. Benjamin.

– St. John Tradewinds
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St. John Tradewiinds News Photo Files

Portrait of Mr. Guy H. Benjamin by artist Kat 
Sowa, above, and with GBS students, below.

Remembering 
Guy H. Benjamin St. John Tradewinds

On Tuesday night, June 19, Governor John deJongh offered condo-
lences to the family and friends of Guy H. Benjamin after learning of 
his death at the age of 98. 

“This life-long educator and author will be sorely missed,” said the 
governor.

DeJongh noted that Guy H. Benjamin was born in East End St. 
John. He was the first St. Johnian to graduate from the Charlotte 
Amalie High School on St. Thomas. He received his Bachelors De-
gree from Howard University and his Masters Degree from New York 
University.

“Upon returning to the Virgin Islands, he dedicated himself to a ca-
reer in education,” said deJongh. “In recognition of his contribution to 
education in the Virgin Islands, the public elementary school in Coral 
Bay, St. John was named in his honor.” 

The governor also recalled that during his years as a teacher that 
Benjamin helped initiate the first ferry boat service between St. John 
and St. Thomas so St. John children could attend school beyond sixth 
grade.  

He was also the author of two books, “Me and My Beloved Virgin”, 
a book of memoirs of St. John in times gone by and “More Tales for 
Me and My Beloved Virgin.”

Governor deJongh Expresses Sadness 
at Learning of Death of Guy H. Benjamin

Continued from Page 2

It’s almost as though they were passing in 
review for him.

He loved music. You could go to any 
island musical performance be it St. John 
Singers, visiting artists, or church groups, 
Guy was there. I recall one night at Naza-
reth Lutheran Church after a concert, when 
he sat in a chair on the sidewalk waiting for 
his ride home greeting everyone including 
Cruz Bay’s rudest boys. You could see the 
mutual respect in the air. 

In his younger days he would play the or-
gan and piano sending cantatas soaring into 
the heavens. He loved his church. He lived 
a very basic almost ascetic existence among 
his books and his animals. 

Guy was a professional educator for over 
40 years progressing to Superintendent of 
Schools for St. Thomas/St. John. Genera-
tions of Virgin Islanders owe him for their 
education. He trained boys and girls to be 
courteous, well-spoken citizens. He treated 
everyone with kindness and respect, a true 
gentleman. He will be missed. 
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Harley Named Honoree, st. John Royalty accept Crowns at Food Fair and Coronation
Jaime Elliott

St. John Tradewinds
Hundreds of people, including Lieutenant Governor Greg 

Francis and his wife Cheryl, braved the summer heat and 
packed the Cruz Bay waterfront on Sunday afternoon, June 
24, for annual the St. John Festival Food Fair and Corona-
tion.

Tents loaded with local delicacies including everything 
from conch in butter sauce and dove pork to stew mutton 
and seafood kalallo lined the waterfront street which was 
closed to traffic for the day.

People of all ages stood in line angling for homemade 
ginger beer, passionfruit juice and mauby to keep cool while 
waiting for their meals from the island’s very best cooks 
who had prepared their best dishes for the annual event.

The crowd gathered under sunny skies in Frank Powell 
Park for the festivities which included musical selections by 
Love City Pan Dragons and Wrection Band as well as the 
St. John Festival Royalty Coronation and recognition of this 
year’s Food Fair honoree Gwendolyn Harley.

A retired school teacher who logged 33 years with the 
V.I. Department of Education, it is actually Harley’s post-
career hobby for which she is most well known.

After learning how to sew from her mother at the age of 
seven, Harley eventually turned a passion for the craft into 
an award-winning business. Harley’s first dolls were made 
by scrapping the fibers off mango seeds, upon which she 
would then paint a face. The dolls were clothed with dresses 

made from scraps of fabric collected from Harley’s mother 
and sewn together to fashion madras ensembles.  

Today Gwen’s Dolls, as well as a series of island animals 
like iguanas and donkeys she created, are highly collectible 
pieces which have won awards across the U.S. and British 
Virgin Islands. 

Each doll costume is historically detailed right down to 
the lace-edged pantalets and hand-woven straw hats. The 
dolls are Market Ladies, party ladies known as Quadrille 
Dancers, Bamboula Dancers, French Ladies and French 
Men. For each doll, Harley is careful to convey the rich cul-
ture of the Virgin Islands in each detail.

Accepting the award of 2012 Food Fair Honoree from St. 
John Festival and Cultural Organization chairperson Leona 
Smith, Harley thanked her husband of 61 years, both of her 
two children and her St. John family and friends.

“Everything you have said today about me has been so 
encouraging,” said Harley. “I don’t need to say anything 
more about myself, but thank you to everyone.”

Lt. Gov. Greg Francis encouraged the crowd to support 
the vendors and enjoy a safe Festival.

“This is the beginning of St. John Festival,” said Francis. 
“This begins a week of activities and fun. It’s a pleasure to 
be here today and I want to encourage you all to have fun 
and support the vendors.”

“This is our culture and this is opportunity to celebrate 
the Virgin Islands,” said the lieutenant governor. “Be safe, 
be respectful and have fun.”

After a goosebump-incuding rendition of “I Will Always 
Love You” by Lorna Freeman, emcee and Festival Organi-
zation public relations officer Alecia Wells introduced this 
year’s winning St. John Festival Princess and St. John Fes-
tival Queen.

Sh’Nyah Bacon won the crown of 2012/2013 Festival 
Princess after a closely contested Selection Show on Sun-
day, June 17. Bacon was accompanied by 2011/2012 Fes-
tival Princess Ashyria Kelly and fellow St. John Festival 
Princess contestants as she accepted the sparkling crown.

 Following an impressive St. John Festival Queen Show 
on Saturday night, June 23, which featured five beautiful 
and talented young women, Contestant #5 Shanell Thomas 
was named the winner. (See next week’s edition of St. John 
Tradewinds for full St. John Festival Queen Selection Show 
coverage and photographs.)

Surrounded by fellow contestants Sheniqua Davis, Clar-
issa Doyling, Shelsea Jean and Khadijah Athanase, Thomas 
accepted her towering crown with a beaming smile and el-
egant waves to the crowd.

Following the speeches and musical selections, Harley, 
Bacon and Thomas gathered on the steps of the Frank Pow-
ell Park bandstand along with Lt. Gov. Francis and his wife 
and pulled the madras ribbon, marking the official opening 
of the 2012 St. John Festival Food Fair and signaling to all 
that was time to “Play Mas, Jump Up and Enjoy Yourselves 
for Festival 2012!”

Happy Festival!

St. John Tradewinds News Photos by Jaime Elliott 

St. John Festival Food Fair featured delicious local food, above; and top right, honoree 
Gwendolyn Harley; as well as royalty, top left; St. John Olympic athlete Mayumi "Mimi" 
Roller who is heading off to London next month, center right; food booths, center left; and 
craft tables, bottom left; including Gwen's Dolls by Honoreee Harley, bottom right.


